STARSW.

STRIPES.

stripes.com

Volume 73, No. 42 ©SS 2014

Monbay, June 16, 2014

T1254A58 B=EBEWEA BT (LBR

R BEABHEM T1060032 HREBESFATTE3HF 175 EE Y50

50¢/Free to Deployed Areas

WORLD CUP
US would get a boost
with at least a tie

against Ghana

MIDEAST
Election day violence
in Afghanistan higher
than initially reported
Page 2

PACIFIC

South Korea calls on
the US military to keep
servicemembers in line
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SCIENCE & MEDICINE
Savage beating rewired
man’s brain, making

him into a math savant

Sanoy Hurraker/The Washington Post

Rosa Peralta, mother of Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta, shares mementoes of her son at her home in Chula Vista, Calif. Rafael died Nov.
15, 2004, in Fallujah, Iraq, after being shot and then allegedly sweeping a grenade under himself to protect his fellow Marines.

A DESERVING MARINE?

Witnesses say Sgt. Rafael Peralta swept a grenade under himself to save his comrades,
but conflicting evidence has stymied requests to award him the Medal of Honor

By Jon HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Ma-
rine Corps thought Sgt. Rafael
Peralta deserved the Medal of Honor

for smothering a grenade to save his fellow
Marines in Iraq in 2004. Three secretaries
of defense rejected the service’s recommen-
dation, and Peralta instead was awarded
the Navy Cross. Peralta’s supporters
believe he was denied the recognition
he deserves because of a dysfunctional
system that inconsistently awards medals for
valor to troops who fought in the post-9/11 wars.

Peralta was an American by choice. He was born
in Mexico City in 1979, but moved to the U.S. to es-
cape gang violence and to attend school in San Diego.
He enlisted in the Marine Corps in 2000 on the same
day that he got his green card, and later became an
American citizen while on active duty.

Peralta loved his adopted country. The U.S. Consti-
tution, the Bill of Rights, and his Marine Corps grad-
uation certificate — all neatly framed — adorned his
bedroom wall at his family’s home. “Be proud of me,
bro ... and be proud of being an American,” Peralta
wrote in a letter to his younger brother Ricardo after
he joined the service.

SEE DESERVING ON PAGE 4

[slamic militants post images of mass Killing in Iraq

By QassiM ABDUL-ZAHRA
AND SAMEER N. Yacous
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — As the Iraqi
government bolstered Bagh-
dad’s defenses Sunday, the
Islamic militant group that
captured two major cities last
week posted graphic photos
that appeared to show its fight-
ers massacring dozens of cap-
tured Iraqi soldiers.

The pictures on a militant
website appear to show masked
fighters of the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant loading
the captives onto trucks before
forcing them to lie face-down in
a shallow ditch with their arms
tied behind their backs.

The final images show the
bodies of the captives soaked in
blood after being shot.

The grisly images could fur-

ther sharpen sectarian tensions
as hundreds of Shiites heed a
call from their spiritual leader to
take up arms against the Sunni
militants who have swept across
the north. The ISIL has vowed
to take the battle to Baghdad
and cities further south housing
revered Shiite shrines.
Meanwhile, a car bomb ex-
ploded in central Baghdad,
killing 10 and wounding 21, ac-

cording to police and hospital
officials. Baghdad has seen an
escalation in suicide and car
bombings in recent months,
mostly targeting Shiite neigh-
borhoods or security forces.

While the city of 7 million is
not in any immediate danger
of falling into the hands of the
militants, Sunday’s bombing
could raise tensions.

SEE KILLING ON PAGE 6
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“There’s no end to the
creativity to getting the
drug to market when
there’s demand.”

— Eric L. Olson, a Latin America
researcher at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center in Washington,
who said he witnessed agents seizing

liquid methamphetamine in soda
bottles in 2012 in Laredo, Texas

See story on Page 10
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Afghan election attacks underreported

By HeaTH DRUZIN
Stars and Stripes

KABUL — Afghanistan’s elec-
tion was much more violent and
deadly than authorities initially
admitted, with more than three
times the number of attacks orig-
inally reported, according to De-
fense Ministry figures released
on Sunday.

On Saturday, when millions of
Afghans went to the polls to vote
in the final round of the country’s
presidential election, the Inte-
rior Ministry reported just 150
attacks, presenting that as a sig-
nificant drop from the more than
600 insurgent attacks recorded
during the first round of elections
on April 5.

On Sunday, Defense Ministry

Gen. d

1a

Zahir Azimi said there actually
had been 506 attacks across the
country.

While the number of attacks
were down from the first round of
voting, they were deadlier.

Thirty-three civilians were
killed and 63 were wounded across
the country, four times the num-
ber of civilian deaths reported
in the April election, Azimi said.
Eleven people, including several
election workers and a child, were
killed in a single blast in Saman-
gan province, and in Herat prov-
ince, 11 voters had their fingers,
stained with ink to prevent repeat
voting, chopped off by insurgents
as punishment for voting.

Security officials now say 29
soldiers and police were killed in
clashes on Saturday, along with
176 insurgents.

In Kabul, the morning started
with several blasts as rockets hit
the city, and a number of vot-
ers interviewed said people had
been scared away by the threat of
violence.

“In the morning we heard two
blasts, and I think that stopped
some people from voting,” said
Abdul Khabir, a doctor in Kabul,
who waited until afternoon to
vote to see if there would be fur-
ther attacks.

The election, which would mark
the first democratic transfer of
power in Afghanistan’s history, is
key not only to the country’s sta-
bility, but also to the legacy of the
controversial, nearly 13-year-old
international military and recon-
struction effort. Former foreign
minister Abdullah Abdullah is

PHotos By Hearn DRruzin/Stars and Stripes

election.

during

An Afghan woman walks from a voting booth in Kabul on Saturday.

running against former finance
minister Ashraf Ghani to replace
President Hamid Karzai, who has
ruled the country since shortly
after the U.S. military knocked
out the ruling Taliban in 2001.
Azimi also painted a grim pic-
ture of the challenges faced by
the Afghan security forces in
the coming years, when they will

Compliments of

have much less military support
from the NATO-led coalition,
which is withdrawing its combat
forces at the end of this year.

“As long as the enemy have
their support centers outside of
Afghanistan for training, plan-
ning and weapons, we will face
the same challenges,” he said, re-
ferring to Taliban safe havens in

S p
neighboring Pakistan.

The Afghan government and,
in many cases, local media have
sought to play down problems
with the election to bolster faith in
the process, often painting a dis-
torted picture of events.

Shortly after polls closed Sat-
urday, the head of Afghanistan’s
main election body, Ahamd
Yousaf Nuristani, surprised
many by saying more than 7 mil-
lion Afghans had voted, which
would mean turnout was higher
than the first round. Nuristani,
who like many experts had pre-
dicted lower turnout in the sec-
ond round, offered no data to back
up his assertion, and many people
expressed skepticism.

“It was a really unprofessional
announcement from the (Inde-
pendent Election Commission),”
said Jandad Spinghar, head of
the independent election monitor,
Election Watch Organization of
Afghanistan.

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this
report.

druzin heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes
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S. Korea presses
US military on
troops’ conduct

By AsHLEY ROWLAND
AND Yoo Kyong CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea is urging the U.S. military
to better control its servicemem-
bers after several recent allega-
tions of misbehavior — including
an attempted taxi theft and the
alleged harassment of female
employees at a water park — that
have received national attention
here.

South Korean officials “strong-
ly” requested that U.S. Forces
Korea cooperate with efforts by
Korean authorities to prevent
crime and quickly address any
crimes that occur, according to a
statement by the Foreign Ministry
issued after a meeting Wednes-
day of the Joint SOFA Committee.
The committee handles issues re-
lated to U.S. Forces Korea Status
of Forces agreement governing
troops and installations.

The ministry said it told the
U.S. representatives that while
the number of cases mvolvmg

members “is unacceptable.” It
said it takes all cases seriously
and cooperates with South Kore-
an authorities in accordance with
the SOFA.

“Even the very small percent-
age of the U.S. military who do not
obey host nation laws and customs
are too much,” the USFK state-

US. military is d pul
lic opinion against USFK could
worsen because of recent alleged
misbehavior.

In response, the U.S. prom-
ised to work to prevent similar
incidents, to strengthen its disci-
plinary measures and to better
educate servicemembers about
South Korean laws and culture,
the ministry statement said.

USFK issued a statement to
Stars and Stripes saying any type
of misconduct by USFK service-

4 ment  said.
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2ID commander  cident is still
under inves-
tigation, but South Korean police
say other soldiers were involved.
On May 31, a sergeant with the
2nd Infantry Division’s 2nd Com-
bat Aviation Brigade allegedly
stole a taxi in Seoul, according to
South Korean police, drove the
car about 3 miles, crashed into a

Two 2nd Infantry Division soldiers are

Courtesy of Everland theme park

female at

of i
theme park’s Caribbean Bay attraction on May 31.

stopped car and then fought with
a police officer before he was sub-
dued. The sergeant had a blood
alcohol level of 0.158 percent at
the time of his arrest and said he
had little memory of the incident.

On the same day, two 2ID
soldiers were accused of inap-
propriately touching two female
employees at the Everland theme
park’s Caribbean Bay water park.

South Korean police said the
two soldiers, along with a third
2ID soldier, were causing a dis-
turbance. The soldiers, identified
as a private, a private first class
and a specialist with the 210th
Field Artillery Brigade, alleg-
edly punched a male employee
in the face and kicked him, then
refused to cooperate with police,
punching one officer and spitting
in his face.

Additional details of that case
were disclosed last week.

While one of the soldiers said a
female employee misinterpreted

his comments and gestures as
being obscene, South Korean po-
lice said closed-circuit footage
proves many of the allegations
against the men and that they
could face charges, including
sexual harassment, assault and
obstructing police carrying out
their duties.

The soldiers told South Korean
police during questioning that
they were drunk and remem-
ber little of what happened at
the park, authorities said. They
told police that besides drinking
beer at Caribbean Bay, they and
a fourth soldier drank a mixture
of soju — a potent and popular
Korean liquor — and beer while
riding a bus to the park, accord-
ing to the Yongin Dongbu Police
chief of criminal affairs.

The bus was transporting the
soldiers as part of a military-af-
filiated trip to boost the morale
of single soldiers, the police of-
ficial said. 2ID would not com-

ment on the drinking allegations
because the incident is still under
investigation.

2ID commander Maj. Gen.
Thomas Vandal said in a state-
ment last week that 2ID is coop-
erating fully with South Korean
police to make sure those “found
at fault face swift and firm
consequences.”

“I fully support the Korean
prosecution of soldiers found to
have violated Korean law, and T
will not tolerate immature and
thoughtless behavior,” he said. In
reference to the alleged taxi theft
and misbehavior at Everland, he
said “I will not allow two careless
acts of indiscipline to tarnish 2ID
readiness and our strong relation-
ship with our Korean neighbors.”

The 2ID press release said the
U.S. troops are subject to both
South Korean law and the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice.

rowland.ashley@stripes.com
chang.yookyong@stripes.com

S. Korea set to finish naval base to meet Pyongyang threat

By AsHLEY ROWLAND
AND Yoo Kyone CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea will complete construction
of a new naval base later this year
on a northwest island that was
the site of a major North Korean
attack four years ago, defense of-
ficials said Friday.

“The area is where North Ko-
rean provocations take place most
often on the Korean peninsula,” a
South Korean Navy spokesman
said.

The Baengnyeong Island naval
base will, if needed, house ad-
vanced patrol boats, including
the 570-ton guarded-missile “pa-
trol killer” and the 170-ton patrol
killer medium vessel, a South Ko-
rean Navy official said, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

South Korea’s Yonhap News
Agency reported that the $42

million base will include facilities
for about 100 troops. The Navy
official said the base will be able
to hold a company-sized detach-
ment of servicemembers, but
would not give precise numbers
on how many troops would be sta-
tioned there.

The island is just 10 miles from
North Korea along the disputed
naval border. Pyongyang torpe-
doed the Cheonan warship just
off the island in March 2010, rip-
ping the ship in half and killing
46 sailors.

The North has denied its in-
volvement in the sinking, though
a multinational investigation con-
cluded that it was responsible.

A spokesman for the Ministry
of National Defense said the base
is meant to beef up defenses be-
cause of the overall threat posed
by the North.

In testimony in March before
the U.S. Senate Armed Services

Committee, U.S. Forces Korea
commander Gen. Curtis Scapar-
rotti said the Cheonan disaster
illustrated how real the North
Korean threat is.

“That day is a constant remind-
er that standing at freedom’s
frontier with our Korean ... ally,
we cannot allow ourselves to be-
come complacent against an un-
predictable totalitarian regime,”
he said.

The northwest islands have
been the site of other provoca-
tions, including the North’s shell-
ing of Yeonpyeong Island in 2010,
in which four people were killed.

In March, a rudimentary drone
was found on Baengnyeong Is-
land, one of three that were de-
termined to be of North Korean
origin, which Seoul later conclud-
ed were being used for spying.

rowland.ashley@stripes.com
chang.yookyong@stripes.com

Stars and Stripes

of the Cheonan, the South

Knrean ship hit by a North Karean torpedo, durmg their visit to a
South Korean naval base in 2011. South Korea is building a new
naval base near the site of the bombing, 10 miles from North Korea.
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Deserving: Medical examiner reports
conflict with the eyewitness accounts

FROM FRONT PAGE

Peralta deployed to Iraq with 1st Platoon,
Company A, First Battalion, Third Ma-
rines, Regimental Combat Team 7, First
Marine Division, to participate in Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. His life came to an end
in the insurgent stronghold of Fallujah.

The day before he was killed, Peralta
volunteered to join an undermanned squad
of Marines conducting house-clearing op-
erations and act as a platoon guide, accord-
ing to Marine accounts. On the morning
of Nov. 15, 2004, the squad approached a
house in Fallujah where they suspected in-
surgents might be hiding. The point man
kicked in the door, and Peralta and other
team members entered the home.

Insurgents opened fire, and Marines
who were standing behind Peralta shot
back. Peralta fell wounded. It was later
determined that Peralta was likely hit by
friendly fire. As Peralta lay on the ground,
one of the insurgents tossed a grenade at
the Marines.

What happened next is the heart of the
dispute over whether the fallen Marine de-
serves the Medal of Honor.

Experts disagree

The enemy threw a grenade “that landed
next to Sgt. Peralta, who was lying on the
deck. He reached over and pulled the gre-
nade into himself,” a Marine who was in
the room with Peralta said in an after-ac-

tion statement the

£ day Peralta was
The head killed. The Ma-
rine’s name was
gunshot redacted in of-
wound would  ficial documents
have been obtained by Stars
. . and Stripes.
!mmedl?tel_y Other Marines
incapacitating who were there
offered  similar
.and neariy but slightly vary-
instantly fatal. i,z accounts.
He could not  Five claimed to
have seen Peralta
have exe‘:_Uted pull the grenade
any meanlngful toward his body,
motions. y and one said he

saw him reach
for it but wasn’t
sure whether he
grabbed it.

After reviewing the evidence and sworn
witness testimony, Lt. Gen. Richard Naton-
ski, the commander of the 1st Marine Di-
vision, recommended Peralta be given the
Medal of Honor.

“I believe Sergeant Peralta made a con-
scious, heroic decision to cover the grenade

Medical examiner
preliminary report

and minimize the effects he knew it would
have on the rest of his Marine team,” Na-
tonski wrote in January 2005. “As he lay
injured, rather than using his strength in
an attempt to save himself, he knowingly
and selflessly opted to give his life for his
fellow Marines. ... Sergeant Peralta’s ac-
tions clearly rise above and beyond the
call of duty and deserve to be recognized
by award of our Nation’s highest com-
bat award, the Congressional Medal of
Honor.”

But in a preliminary report, the medical
examiner who performed the autopsy con-
cluded that Peralta would not have been
able to sweep the grenade toward himself.

“The head gunshot wound would have
been immediately incapacitating and
nearly instantly fatal,” the examiner wrote
in an April 2005 email. “He could not have
executed any meaningful motions.”

The examiner’s name was redacted in
documents obtained by Stars and Stripes.

The medical examiner said the shrapnel
pattern on Peralta’s body suggested that
the grenade exploded “a few feet” away
from him.

‘Two neurosurgeons and one neurologist
who later examined the autopsy report but
did not examine Peralta’s body disagreed
with the medical examiner, arguing that it
was possible that Peralta did what his fel-
low Marines claimed. Supporters of Per-
alta’s nomination argued that the grenade
fuse found lodged in Peralta’s body armor
demonstrated that the grenade did explode
up against him.

Natonski stood by his recommendation,
which made its way to then-Secretary of
Defense Robert Gates for his approval.

Gates: No choice

In his recently published memoir, Gates
revealed that he initially approved the
Medal of Honor recommendation in 2008,
despite some dissenting views from the
medical community.

“In light of the unanimous support of the
entire uniformed leadership involved, I ap-
proved the recommendation,” he wrote.
“I was satisfied that Sergeant Peralta met
all the criteria and deserved the Medal of
Honor.”

However, Gates said he was pressured to
revisit his decision.

“AfterIsignedtherecommendationtothe
president, I was informed that a complaint
had been made to the department’s inspec-
tor general that Peralta could not have con-
sciously taken the action credited ... and
therefore did not meet the criteria for the
award,” Gates wrote. “The inspector gen-
eral intended to carry out an investigation
unless I took some action to deal with the

Courtesy of the Peralta Family

Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta, right, seen with a friend in this undated photo, died Nov.

15, 2004, in Fallujah, Iraq.

com-
plaint.

... I decided
that the only way to clear
the air quietly was to ask
a special panel to look
into the allegation.”

The panel included
forensic pathologists, a
neurosurgeon, a retired

general officer who had
commanded in Iraq, and
a Medal of Honor recipi-
ent. They pored over the
evidence, including
medical reports, and
talked to subject
matter ex-
perts, accord-
ing to Gates.

“The panel
concluded unanimously that,
with his wounds, Peralta could not
have consciously pulled the grenade
under him,” Gates wrote. “I had no
choice but to withdraw my approval.”

The Navy Cross award citation, ap-
proved by the Secretary of the Navy,
tells a very different version of events than
Gates’ panel.

“The grenade came to rest near Ser-
geant Peralta’s head,” the citation reads.
“Without hesitation and with complete
disregard for his own personal safety, Ser-
geant Peralta reached out and pulled the
grenade to his body, absorbing the brunt of
the blast and shielding fellow Marines only
feet away.”

Doug Sterner, the chief archivist for the
Military Times Hall of Valor website and a
leading expert on military awards, is high-
ly critical of the unusual way the Peralta
case review unfolded.

“We’ve never put people under a micro-
scope like this before,” Sterner told Stars
and Stripes. “They’ve got the eyewitness
statements of the Marines. It makes abso-
lutely no sense to me.

“If I was a Marine, I would be pissed to
the core that an Army medical officer de-
cided what awards a Marine gets. ... I think
it’s unprecedented. I've never heard of that
happening before.”

Gates’ successors, Leon Panetta and
Chuck Hagel, reviewed the case after
new information came to light. In a letter
to Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., Panetta
said he decided not to overturn Gates’ deci-
sion because the evidence didn’t meet the
“beyond-a-reasonable-doubt” standard
for the Medal of Honor. In a press release
explaining his decision not to reopen the
nomination, Hagel said there was “con-
siderable medical and professional doubt”
about whether Peralta could have done
what the Marines said he did.

The Defense Department’s arguments
don’t satisfy Peralta’s supporters.

“When I saw the grenade, I thought I
was dead. [But] Peralta swept it up under-
neath his body,” former Marine Cpl. Rob-
ert Reynolds told Stars and Stripes.

The medical people who said Peralta
couldn’t have consciously moved the gre-
nade “are 110 percent mistaken, because
I wouldn’t be here today if he didn’t do it
...,” Reynolds said. “I could reach out and
touch Peralta; that’s how close I was to
him. If that grenade wasn’t underneath
his body I would have been hammered. I
mean, I would have been dead because 1
was well within that killing radius. [But] I
didn’t have one ounce of shrapnel from the
grenade in my body.

“He clearly deserves [the Medal of
Honor]. I mean, there’s Marines still alive
today that he saved.”

Peralta’s family has publicly expressed
disappointment with the Pentagon’s deci-

sion.

“It’s really emotional
for the family because
his nomination for the
Medal of Honor has
now been turned down
more than once,” Ri-
cardo Peralta said last
year before Hagel made
his decision, according to

a Marine Corps news re-
lease. “But we know that
there’s not a single dec-
oration or medal that
they can give him
that will make
us more

proud. We're

proud to the
fullest.”

Hunter has been push-

ing hard to get Peralta the Medal

of Honor for nearly a decade. The

congressman is a former Marine of-

ficer who also fought in the battle of

Fallujah. Peralta’s family live in his
district.

“It’s a sad state of affairs for a broken
awards system,” Hunter told Stars and
Stripes. “The Peralta case is representa-
tive of the lack of recognition by DOD of
our combat men and women. ... There’s not
a single living Medal of Honor [recipient]
from Iraq. That’s complete lack of rec-
ognition by DOD, and by the [Bush and

Vs Obama] admin-
If l was a istrations, and
- by the offices
Ma"_ne’ 1 would of the secretar-
be pissed to ies of defense
the core that an "ho were in
- control at those
Army medical points of time,
officer decided of our men and
women who

what awards a  }5ye served”
Marine gets. “It seems we

il it can go bacl

... | think it's and find hevocs
unprecedented. in generations
evel past [to receive
Ive n r the Medal of
heard of that Honor],  but
ha nin; we've only been
belf)l)e y s able to find [14
ore. - soon to be
Doug Sterner 15] Me@als of
chief archivist for Honor in the
the Military Times Hall wars on terror-
of Valor website ism. That to me

tells me how
broken this sys-
tem is,” Sterner said.

Sterner cited Army Sgt. 1st Class Alwyn
Cashe as another example of a service-
member not getting the medal he deserved
in the post-9/11 wars.

SEE DESERVED ON PAGE 5

Stars and Stripes tells the
stories of courage and camaraderie,
celebrating the lives and deaths of
those who gave nothing less than
everything for others.

Online exclusively at:
stripes.com/heroes
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Deserving:

Gates says

military too reluctant when
it comes to Medal of Honor

FROM PAGE 4

When Cashe’s Bradley Fighting
Vehicle was engulfed in flames
after striking an IED outside Da-
liaya, Irag, in 2005, the soldier
— despite being drenched in fuel
— repeatedly went back inside
the vehicle and pulled every one
of his six comrades from the in-
ferno. His uniform burned off his
body and his flesh was charred;
Cashe later succumbed to his
wounds. He received the Sil-
ver Star, despite having allowed
himself to burn to death to save
his fellow soldiers. Others troops
have received higher awards for
doing what many would consider
less heroic deeds.

Sterner believes the awards sys-
tem has become so inconsistent
that it’s time for a complete re-
view of all the medals awarded at
the Silver Star level and above for
actions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Fabricated story?

Not all Marines believe that
Peralta deserves the Medal of

onor.

Shortly after Hagel rendered
his decision, two Marines who
said they were in the house in
Fallujah when the grenade was
thrown told The Washington Post
that accounts of Peralta reaching
for the grenade were fabricated
after the attack. One of them, Reg-
gie Brown, ran out of the house
‘when the grenade was tossed and

‘ didn’t see

it detonate.

Toofew  payi Allen,

[Medals who N
wounde

of Honor] n the
have been backside

awarded in by shrap-

nel  from

the wars the gre-

inlraq and nade blast

H —  which

_Afgha_mStan’ some cite

in which as evidence

there have that Allen

was  fac-

been so ing awey

many heroic, frlom I;‘er-

alta when

selfless the explo-

deeds.” sion  oc-

Robert Gates curred and
former secretary couldn’t

of defense Dave seen

what Per-

alta  was

doing — said Peralta didn’t reach
for the grenade and it detonated
near Peralta but not under him.
Brown and Allen suggested
that Marines at the scene decided
to make up the story of Peralta’s
heroism as a way of honoring him
or out of guilt because Peralta was
killed by friendly fire. Tony Gon-
zales, who was outside the house
during the battle with insurgents,
has also claimed that some of the
Marines made up the story.
Reynolds described their alter-
native version as “B.S.” He said
there wasn’t enough time for ev-
eryone to invent a story because

he and other Marines were quick-
ly medically evacuated out of the
area after getting wounded by
the insurgents. Reynolds said he
didn’t discuss the incident with
anyone until he gave an official
statement after he was in recov-
ery from gunshot wounds he sus-
tained during the firefight.

Nicholas Jones, the squad lead-
er, told the Post that the conspira-
cy claims are “ridiculous.”

Aside from Allen, none of the
Marines who saw Peralta on the
floor and said he reached for the
grenade have changed the sub-
stance of their stories or accused
anyone of falsifying the original
narrative.

Process under review

Hunter is holding out hope
that one day Peralta will get the
recognition that many believe he
deserves.

“It’s a dead horse,” he said. “In
25 years when you have a presi-
dent look back like President
Obama just did towards Vietnam
and the men and women that did
not get awarded medals and did
not get recognition when they
should have, that’s probably what
we are looking at.

“It might be 25 years. Who
knows? But I think if somebody
[who makes these decisions] sees
this objectively [when the cur-
rent controversy has subsided], I
think they’re going to see this in
the same way that I do and most
of the people that know about
the case do, which is that [Per-
alta] should receive the Medal of
Honor.”

Peralta’s case bears similari-
ties to that of medically retired
Cpl. William “Kyle” Carpenter,
who is believed to have jumped on
an enemy grenade to save a fellow
Marine in Afghanistan. Carpen-
ter will be awarded the Medal of
Honor on June 19 for his actions,
the White House has announced.

There were no eyewitnesses to
verify that Carpenter pounced on
the grenade, because Carpenter
and the Marine he saved were
so injured by the blast that they
are unable to recall exactly what
happened.

“I'm not taking anything away
from [Carpenter] at all,” Reyn-
olds said. “He did what he did
honorably. [But] there was no eye-
witness accounts to it. ... and yet
he’s getting that Medal of Honor.
Sgt. Peralta takes a grenade [and]
there are several eyewitness ac-
counts ... There’s all this evidence
proving that he did it, and he’s
being denied.”

In March, Hagel ordered a re-
view of the entire awards system
with the purpose of determining
how it can be improved. A senior
defense official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity so he could
more freely discuss the Peralta
case, told Stars and Stripes that
the controversy surrounding Per-
alta didn’t influence Hagel’s deci-
sion to launch the review. But he

said the larger issue of whether
the Pentagon is too stingy when it
comes to awarding the Medal of
Honor will be examined.

“[Hagel] believes we should be
asking ourselves that question,”
according to the official, who
is familiar with the secretary’s
thinking on this issue.

Despite his ruling in the Per-
alta case, Gates thinks that the
military is too reluctant when it
comes to the Medal of Honor.

“Too few [Medals of Honor]
have been awarded in the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan, in which
there have been so many heroic,
selfless deeds,” Gates wrote in
his memoir. “I once asked [for-
mer Army Vice Chief of Staff
Gen. Peter]| Chiarelli why so few
had been recommended. He said
because medals had been passed
out so freely in Vietnam, succeed-
ing officers were determined to
raise the bar. They had raised it
too high, he thought.”

The new review will

PHoros BY Sanoy Hurraker/The Washington Post

Above: Two Purple Hearts and other items sit in a display case for Rafael Peralta at his family’s home in
Chula Vista, Calif. Below: Rosa Peralta holds the last letter written by her son before he died in 2004.

told reporters when the initiative
was announced. “[Hagel] wants
to examine the degree to which
the services submit and evalu-
ate and decide on major combat
awards,” Kirby said. “I think he
would like to get a better sense
of what discr ies there may

among other things, whether
there is enough consistency in the
awards process, Pentagon Press
Secretary Rear Adm. John Kirby

be between the services and do
those discrepancies need to be
closed. The answer may be no,
but I think he wants to ask those

questions,” Kirby said.

Kirby said Hagel realizes that
the awards system will always
be imperfect, regardless of what
changes are made.

“It’s not a science, and I don’t
think he’s trying to make it a sci-
ence. But he does think it’s time,
after 13 years of war, to take a
fresh look at how we think about
this,” Kirby said.

harper.jon@stripes.com
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AP via militant website

This image posted on a militant website Saturday appears to show militants from the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant take aim at captured Iraqi soldiers wearing plain clothes after taking over a base in

Tikrit, Iraq.

Killing: Iraq struggles to bolster force as
US military sends support to Persian Gulf

FROM FRONT PAGE

Food prices in the city have
risen, twofold in some cases, be-
cause of disruption to transport
on the main road heading north
from the capital.

The government bolstered
defenses around Baghdad on
Sunday, a day after hundreds of
Shiite men paraded through the
streets with arms in response to
a call by Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani for Iragis to defend their
country. The ISIL has vowed to
attack Baghdad but its advance to
the south seems to have stalled in
recent days. Thousands of Shiites
have also volunteered to join the
fight against the ISIL, also in re-
sponse to al-Sistani’s call.

Armed police, including SWAT
teams, were seen over the week-
end manning checkpoints in
Baghdad, searching vehicles and
checking drivers’ documents. Se-
curity was particularly tightened
on the northern and western ap-
proaches of the city, the likely
targets of any advance by ISIL
fighters on the capital. The city
looked gloomy on Sunday, with
thin traffic and few shoppers in
commercial areas.

At one popular park along the
Tigris river, only a fraction of the
thousands who usually head there
were present on Sunday evening.
In the commercial Karada dis-
trict in central Baghdad, many
of the sidewalk hawkers who sell
anything from shoes to toys and
clothes were absent.

The crisis in Iraq has prompt-
ed the United States to order an
aircraft carrier into the Persian
Gulf. It also laid out specific ways
for Iraq to show it is forging the
national unity necessary to gain
assistance in its fight against the
ISIL and other militants.

Defense  Secretary  Chuck
Hagel on Saturday ordered the
USS George H.W. Bush from the
northern Arabian Sea as Presi-
dent Barack Obama considered
possible military options for Iraq.
Hagel’s press secretary, Rear

NagiL Av-Jurani/AP

Shiite tribal fighters raise their weapons and chant slogans against
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant in Basra, Iraq’s second-
largest city, 340 miles southeast of Baghdad, on Sunday.

Adm. John Kirby, said the move
will give Obama additional flex-
ibility if military action were
required to protect American
citizens and interests in Iraq.

Accompanying the carrier will
be the guided-missile cruiser USS
Philippine Sea and the guided-
missile destroyer USS Truxtun.
The ships, which carry Toma-
hawk missiles that could reach
Iraq, were expected to complete
their move into the Persian Gulf
by the end of the day. The USS
Bush’s fighter jets also could eas-
ily reach Iraq.

In neighboring Iran, the act-
ing commander of the Islamic
Republic’s army ground forces,
Gen. Kiomars Heidari, said Iran
has increased its defenses along
its western border with Iraq,
though there was no immediate
threat to the frontier.

In Baghdad, Iraqi government
officials said ISIL fighters were
trying to capture the city of Tal
Afar in northern Iraq on Sunday
and raining down rockets seized

last week from military arms de-
pots. The officials said the local
garrison suffered heavy casual-
ties and the town’s main hospital
‘was unable to cope with the num-
ber of wounded, without provid-
ing exact numbers.

Iraq’s top military spokesman,
Lt. Gen. Qassim al-Moussawi,
confirmed that fighting was rag-
ing at Tal Afar, but indicated
that the militants were suffering
heavy casualties. On all fronts
north of the capital, he said, a
total of 297 militants have been
killed in the past 24 hours.

There was no way to indepen-
dently confirm his claims.

ISIL and allied Sunni militants
captured a vast swath of northern
Iraq last week, including second
city Mosul and Saddam Husse-
in’s hometown of Tikrit, as Iraqi
troops, many of them armed and
trained by the U.S,, fled in dis-
array, surrendering vehicles,

d ition to the

Group’s gains in
Iraq fulfill violent

vision of

By JoBy WARRICK
The Washington Post

On the eve of the U.S. invasion
of Iraq in 2003, a 36-year-old Jor-
danian who called himself “the
Stranger” slipped into the sub-
urbs of Baghdad armed with a few
weapons, bags of cash and an au-
dacious plan for starting a war he
hoped would unite Sunni Muslims
across the Middle East.

The tattooed ex-convict and high
school dropout had few followers
and scant ties to the local popula-
tion. Yet, the Stranger — soon to
be known widely as Abu Musab
al-Zargawi — quickly rallied
thousands of Iraqis and foreign
fighters to his cause. He launched
spectacular suicide bombings and
gruesome executions targeting
Americans, Shiites and others he
saw as obstacles to his vision for
a Sunni caliphate stretching from
Syria to the Persian Gulf.

Al-Zarqawi was killed in a U.S.
airstrike in 2006, but the organi-
zation he founded is again on the
march. In just a week, his group
— formerly known as al-Qaida in
Iraq and now called the Islamic
State of Iraq and Levant, or ISIL
— has seized cities and towns
across western and northern Iraq
at a pace that might have aston-
ished al-Zargawi himself. Already
in control of large swaths of east-
ern Syria, the group’s black-clad
warriors appear to have taken a
leap toward realizing al-Zarqawi’s
dream of an extremist Sunni en-
clave across the region.

It’s unclear whether the gains of
the ISIL will last, or whether the
Sunni tribesmen who apparently
aided the jihadists will submit
to living under the group’s harsh
brand of Islamic law. Either way,
U.S. and Middle East officials
say the group’s achievements are
both remarkable and alarming,
displaying the same mix of audac-
ity, cunning and political skill that
made al-Zargawi such a fearsome
opponent a decade ago.

Counterterrorism officials who
tried to defeat the group during
the al-Zarqgawi era expressed be-
grudging respect for the ability
of the ISIL to recover from vir-
tual extinction in the years after
his death. The current leader, a
former Iragi teacher known as
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, managed
to find new purpose in the Syr-
ian conflict and renewed strength
in the lawless regions of eastern
Syria and western Iraq, where his
fighters could train and plan with-
out interference from U.S. and
Western military forces.

“They get sick, but they never
die,” said a senior Middle East-
ern intelligence official who has
closely tracked the fast-moving

D! il
powerful extremist group, which
also fights in Syria.

in Iraq.
The official, who insisted that
his name and nationality not be re-

founder

vealed in discussing his country’s
intelligence assessments, said the
astonishing recent gains of the
ISIS were mostly due to skillfully
forged alliances with Sunni tribal
leaders, as the group exploited
widespread resentment toward
the Iraqi government in Baghdad.

“They all share the same hatred
for the ruling regime,” said the
official, citing examples of Iraqgi
Sunni collusion in the sweep of the
ISIL through Mosul, Tikrit and
other Iraqi cities. “It would not be
possible for a group like [the ISIL]
to control so
much terri-
tory on its
own. They
are getting
a lot of help
from the
sons of the

tribes.”

So far, at
least, the
ISIL has

managed to
avoid alien-
ating its natural Sunni allies the
way al-Zargawi famously did.
The Jordanian’s indiscriminate
and unflinchingly brutal attacks
on Iragi civilians helped give rise
to the Sunni backlash known as
the Anbar Awakening, in which
tribal sheiks withdrew their sup-
port from al-Zargawi and actively
helped U.S. forces find and destroy
his operatives.

Even veterans of the Awakening
seem more willing to give the ISIL
a chance. Zaydan Aljabri, an Iraqi
tribal sheik from Anbar prov-
ince, said he thinks the ISIL has
learned from the mistakes of the
al-Zargawi era and is now truly
committed to defending Sunnis
against a Baghdad government he
sees as corrupt and repressive.

“If al-Baghdadi asked for my
allegiance, I would give it to him,
because what he is doing is what I
want,” Aljabri said. “Right now my
priority is liberating the Sunnis,
and that’s why he has been fight-
ing for these last six months.”

Aljabri said Anbar’s Sunnis be-
lieve they can manage the ISIL
and prevent it from imposing the
kind of harsh Islamic law that tar-
nished the group’s image in parts
of Syria it controls. “We are an Is-
lamic country, but we want to be a
developed country — to be part of
the world,” he said. “Al-Baghdadi
will not dare try to impose [sharia]
law in Iraq because he knows the
tribes will not tolerate it.”

Al-Baghdadi has repeatedly in-
sisted that his group has learned
from its past errors, and his lieu-
tenants in Syria have tried to
portray themselves as commit-
ted to improving social welfare.
The group’s propaganda wing
frequently posts videos of ISIL
soldiers passing out food and blan-
kets or clearing trash from Syrian
streets.

al-Zargawi
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For President Obama, Iraq looms large agam

By Scort WiLsoN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama inherited two wars
on taking office, one he called
“dumb” to his political benefit
and the other he described more
urgently as “the War we need to
ANALYSIS It is the dumb
———— one today that

poses the most
immediate challenge to his na-
tional security priorities and to his
foreign policy legacy.

Iraq is splintering, and with it
both the original neoconservative
belief that a sectarian dictator-
ship could be made quickly into
a stable democracy and Obama’s
hands-off approach to the wider
region.

The Islamist insurgents now
seizing cities across Iraq’s bat-
tered north grew up in Syria,
whose civil war Obama has stead-
fastly avoided despite the grave
risks it poses to the region’s deli-
cate stability.

Those threats of a wider re-
gional war have been given shape.
In recent days, armed Islamists
spanning the Syrian border have
seized Mosul, Irag’s second-larg-
est city, and a string of Sunni Mus-
lim towns, long estranged from

Thi
taking over a base in Tikrit, Iraq.

the Shiite-led central govern-
ment, that run south to the edge
of Baghdad. Turkey and Iran may
intervene to protect their political
and security interests, and Iraq’s
Kurds have moved into the long-
contested city of Kirkuk, which
was abandoned by the Iraqi army.

Now a president elected to end
the United States’ wars faces

demands, in Washington and in
Baghdad, to rejoin the one he long
condemned and had thought was
over.

The expected line of his presi-
dential legacy — Obama as the
commander in chief who brought
to a close the nation’s post-Sept.
11, 2001, conflicts — is threatened
now to include an asterisk.

“My team is working around the
clock to identify how we can pro-
vide the most effective assistance
to them,” Obama said Thursday in
an Oval Office appearance with
Australian Prime Minister Tony
Abbott.

“I don’t rule out anything, be-
cause we do have a stake in mak-
ing sure that these jihadists are

MILITANT WEBSITE/AP

image appears to show miilitants from the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant leading away captured Iraqi soldiers in plain clothes after

not getting a permanent foothold
in either Iraq or Syria, for that
matter.”

It is how Obama ended the Iraq
war 2Y: years ago — and the de-
cisions he has made since then
to avoid new conflicts — that has
been revived with the most sus-
tained period of organized violence
in Iraq since the U.S. departure.

Lured by cheap gas, food,

By Di1aa Hapip
The Associated Press

KALAK, Iraq — Days after
Iraq’s second-largest city fell to
al-Qaida-inspired fighters, some
Iragis are already returning to
Mosul, lured back by insurgents
offering cheap gas and food, re-
storing power and water and re-
moving traffic barricades.

Many people appear excited to
return, taking sectarian pride in
the extremist Sunni group, the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant.
Some see them as liberators.

“I hope God supports them and
makes them victorious over the
oppression of (Nouri) al-Maliki,”
said Abu Thaer, 80.

He spoke at the Khazer check-
point on the northern frontier of
the largely autonomous Kurd-
ish region of Iraq, 65 miles from
Mosul. Five veiled women and six
children were crammed into the
back seat of his car.

They were among tens of thou-
sands of people who fled their
homes as Islamic State fighters
and other Sunni militants seized
much of northern Iraq, includ-

ing Mosul and Saddam Hussein’s
hometown of Tikrit.

Many Sunni Arab men and
women said they left not because
they feared the insurgents but
because of the risk of retaliatory
airstrikes by Iraqi government
forces.

Their return underscores the
profound sectarianism cleaving
Iraq and the depth of anger that
many Sunnis harbor toward al-
Maliki’s government, which they
accuse of discrimination and ha-
rassment and pushing Sunnis to
the political margins.

“We see that they have made
Mosul better,” said Abu Moham-
med, 34, a taxi driver who ferries
returnees back to the city. “The
water is back. The electricity is
back. The prices are lower.”

The anger many Iraqis felt to-
ward al-Maliki’s government only
increased after soldiers aban-
doned Mosul, fleeing before ci-
vilians. It’s likely that many Iraqi
troops fled because they sensed
insurgents would be welcomed by
long-resentful Sunnis, and they
did not want to risk their lives for
a senseless battle.

Iraqis return just days after Mosul fell

“The army was only good at op-
pressing Sunnis, but it was noth-
ing more,” Abu Thaer said.

It wasn’t clear how many Iragis
sought to return to Mosul. During
a single hour on Friday afternoon,
an Associated Press reporter saw
an 18-seat bus crammed with
men, women and children and
their luggage. A taxi driver was
making regular trips to the city.
And about seven other families
were crammed into four vehicles,
heading home.

Many of those who fled said
relatives who remained in Mosul
began urging them to come back,
saying the Sunni insurgents had
restored power, water and were
promising not to harm returning
residents.

In a move that immediately
improved their popularity, insur-
gents also emptied out prisons,
said Abu Sulaf, 22. The young
man said mostly Shiite forces had
harassed and unfairly detained
many Sunnis.

Islamic State fighters also re-
moved concrete barricades that
snarled traffic through the city
and lengthened commutes, often

by hours, residents said.

Returning residents said rela-
tives told them the insurgents
slashed the prices of key staples.
A liter of gasoline for vehicles or
diesel for generators, a necessity
because of frequent power cuts,
dropped from 42 cents to 30 cents,
taxi driver Abu Mohammed said.

A canister of cooking gas
dropped from $6.85 to $3.40. The
fighters forced traders to offer
vegetables and key foods at half
price, he said.

News of the discounts, but not
the exact prices, were echoed by
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The efforts by fighters to win
over hearts and minds may ap-
pear odd for a group whose tactics
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But the fighters conducted simi-
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ing areas of neighboring Syria. It
was only later that the darkest side
of their rule emerged.

So far, only Sunni Arabs ap-
pear to be returning, suggesting
a fundamental change to the city’s
demography.
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ouse conservatives planning next steps

By DoNNA CASSATA
AND ERricA WERNER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Conser-
vatives emboldened by House
Majority Leader Eric Cantor’s
astonishing loss to a tea party-
backed upstart are pledging to
capitalize on their newfound po-
litical strength.

That is setting up election-year
struggles over Congress’ most
basic legislative responsibilities
and erasing already slim hopes
for ambitious bills on immigra-
tion and voting rights.

Cantor’s presence in the lead-
ership ranks had raised expecta-
tions of some congressional action

this year on a Republican alterna-
tive to President Barack Obama’s
health care law, a business-
friendly reauthorization of the
Export-Import bank, a bipartisan
voting-rights measure and even
some version of an immigration
overhaul.

The Virginia Republican’s pri-
mary defeat last Tuesday at the
hands of immigration foe Dave
Brat and his decision to step
down as majority leader July 31
dashed any dimming prospects
for far-reaching legislation. With
control of Congress at stake in
the November election, conserva-
tives read the election results as
a repudiation of any measure that
might divide Republican ranks.

Establishment Republicans
who have engaged in a struggle
with ultraconservative tea party
factions during the past five
years dismissed the crowing over
Cantor’s loss, arguing that he was
the conservative’s conservative
in the leadership. Several Repub-
licans insisted the internal party
fights will continue.

If Republicans end up control-
ling both the House and Senate
after the November election, con-
servatives have high expectations
for bold action and challenges to
the lame-duck president in the
year ahead of the 2016 White
House race.

For now, with just 36 legislative
days left in the House, lawmakers

plan to do the bare minimum.

“The agenda’s pretty well set
— we’ve got to get a budget done
before the first of October, appro-
priations bills, maybe some other
VA (veterans) legislation done,
that’s about all,” said Republican
Rep. Phil Roe of Tennessee.

With a Republican House that
deeply distrusts Obama and a
Democratic Senate, Congress has
produced very little in a year and
a half. Just 121 bills have become
law. The previous two years pro-
duced a remarkably low 283 laws.

“I don’t think the problem
here is recalcitrant Republicans,
I think it’s actually recalcitrant
Democrats and a president who’s
not very good at legislative deal-

making,” said Republican Rep.
Tom Cole, of Oklahoma.

In the chaotic aftermath of
Cantor’s loss, conservatives and
more established Republicans
scrambled for the sudden open-
ings in the leadership ranks.

California Rep. Kevin McCar-
thy, now No. 3 in the House Re-
publican leadership as whip, is all
but assured of moving up in the
ranks to replace Cantor though
he faces a long-shot challenge
from Idaho Rep. Raul Labrador, a
tea party supporter who made a
late entry on Friday.

House Speaker John Boehner
is not being challenged for now.

The House leadership election
is Thursday.

President
longs to break
out of White
House bubble

By NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

RANCHO MIRAGE, Calif. — It’s per-
haps appropriate that President Barack
Obama is vacationing this weekend in
California, where the state flag features a
roaming grizzly.

The restless president, who has com-
pared himself to a caged animal on re-
cent wanderings by declaring the “bear is
loose,” took a long Father’s Day weekend
away with his wife and older daughter.

The visit to the desert resort area of
Palm Springs is one of the ways Obama
has been trying to escape during his sixth
year cloistered in the White House.

“I think, frankly, we’ve all been through
a cold and bitter winter and the bear has
cabin fever,” said Obama friend and senior
adviser Valerie Jarrett. “His cabin is a little
bit bigger and harder to escape than most.”

Obama has fantasized about being “on
a beach somewhere, drinking out of a co-
conut” or simply being able to walk out of
the White House gate and stroll around
unrecognized.

In California, Obama has worked out
mornings at a gym near the Rancho Mi-
rage home where the first family is stay-
ing with White House decorator Michael
Smith and his partner, James Costos, the
American ambassador to Spain.

The hilltop home has sweeping views, a
private tennis court and a trapezoid swim-
ming pool. It’s near the Sunnylands estate,
where the president golfed despite temper-
atures above 100 degrees.

Obama interspersed his four-day week-
end with official duties, including Demo-
cratic Party fundraising, a speech on
climate change and calls to his national se-
curity adviser discussing military options
to stop a violent insurgency in Iraq.

Obama seemed determined not to let
the crisis overseas keep him from getting
away, in a time-honored tradition of presi-
dents going on working vacations even as
some question the optics.

“Sometimes, when all of the brown stuff
is hitting the rotating blades, a vacation is
not the best thing to go on,” said Dana Peri-
no, who was President George W. Bush’s
press secretary.

BRruce CHAMBERS, THE (SanTa ANa, CaLIF.) ORANGE CouNTY REGISTER/AP

President Barack Obama joins students and faculty of the Unlverslty of Calllomla, Irvine, on the platform of the UCI
commencement, giving the sign of the UCI Anteater and saying “Zot, Zot.”

Obama: Climate change deniers ignore science

By NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — President Barack
Obama said denying climate change is like
arguing the moon is made of cheese as he
issued a call to action on global warming
to Saturday’s graduates of the University of
California, Irvine.

Obama issued the call to the tens of
thousands gathered at Angel Stadium even
though he said Congress “is full of folks
who stubbornly and automatically reject
the scientific evidence” and say climate
change is a hoax or a fad.

Obama said others duck the question.

“They say, ‘Hey, look, I'm not a scientist.”
And TI'll translate that for you: What that
really means is, ‘I know that man-made
climate change really is happening, but if
I admit it, I'll be run out of town by a radi-
cal fringe that thinks climate science is a
liberal plot,” he said.

Obama’s address to about 8,000 gradu-
ates from the Orange County campus
comes two weeks after he announced a

contentious plan to dramatically cut pollu-
tion from power plants. Obama also used
the address to announce a $1 billion com-
petitive fund for communities who have
experienced natural disasters to rebuild
and prepare for the impact of extreme
weather.

He described a political system con-
sumed by “small things” but said Ameri-
cans should be determined to do “big
things,” like addressing climate change,
despite the type of opposition he faces from
Congress.

“There’s going to be a stubborn status
quo and people determined to stymie your
efforts to bring about change,” he said.
“There are going to be people who say you
can’t do something. There are going to be
people who say you shouldn’t bother trying.
T've got some experience with this, myself.

“It’s pretty rare that you’ll encounter
somebody who says the problem you're
trying to solve simply doesn’t exist,” he
continued. “When President Kennedy set
us on a course to the moon, there were a
number of people who made a serious case

that it wouldn’t be worth it.

“But nobody ignored the science. I
don’t remember anybody saying the moon
wasn’t there or that it was made of cheese,”
Obama said.

The president said today’s young dream-
ers are fed a steady diet of cynicism but ar-
gued they have a right to be optimistic.

“Consider this: Since the time most of
you graduated from high school, fewer
Americans are at war,” Obama said.
“More have health insurance. More are
graduating from college. Our businesses
have added more than 9 million new jobs.
And the number of states where you're
free to marry who you love has more than
doubled. That’s just some of the progress
you’ve seen.”

While in Orange County, Obama also
raised money for the Democratic National
Committee at a closed-door fundraiser at
the Laguna Beach home of Getty oil heir-
ess Anne Earhart. About 25 people paid up
to $32,400 to participate in a roundtable
discussion with the president.
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17 cases await

opinions

as high

court wraps term

By MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It’s crunch
time at the Supreme Court, where
the justices are racing to issue
opinions in 17 cases over the next
two weeks.

The religious rights of corpora-
tions, the speech rights of abor-
tion protesters and the privacy
rights of people under arrest are
among the significant issues that
are so far unresolved.

Summer travel, European
hi gigs and relaxation

Joun MincHiLLo/AP

Hundreds of demonstrators march across the Brooklyn Bridge on Saturday to call for tougher gun
control laws in New York. The protest included relatives of some of those slain in the 2012 shooting
rampage at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn.

Gun control advocates rally in NYC

By JONATHAN LEMIRE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — More than
1,000 demonstrators — includ-
ing nearly 100 from Newtown,
Conn., the site of the 2012 Sandy
Hook Elementary School shoot-
ing rampage — marched across
the Brooklyn Bridge on Saturday,
demanding that action be taken
to stem the recent wave of mass
shootings across the U.S.

Some carried photos of loved
ones cut down by a bullet. Others
held signs imploring Congress to
act. Nearly all shouted out “Not
one more,” a tear-stained rally-
ing cry embraced by those who
believe the U.S. needs tougher
gun control laws.

The event was organized by
several groups — including
Moms Demand Action, Every-
town for Gun Safety and Mayors
Against Illegal Guns — which
are all funded by former New
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg.
The billionaire Bloomberg, who

was not in attendance, has be-
come one of the most visible gun
control advocates in the U.S. and
has pumped millions of his own
money into the cause.

“I want to see our laws protect
our children, not our gun lobby-
ists,” said Andrew Morosky, 48,
who lives in Newtown and whose
children were friends with some
of the 20 students who were killed
along with six educators. “After
what happened, I felt like I had
to do something. I sat on the side-
lines for too long.”

The rally began in downtown
Brooklyn, where many chanted
“Not one more.” That was the
cry uttered by Richard Martinez,
whose son Christopher was shot
to death in Santa Barbara, Calif.,
last month when a young man
went on a deadly rampage in the
college town.

“We have to stop the madness,”
said U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney,
D-N.Y. “Too many people have
died, and too many lobbyists have
ied.”

As the marchers slowly moved
across the bridge toward Man-
hattan, many carried signs that
read “Enough is Enough” and
“Why are our kids dying while
Congress does nothing?” Several
dozen cars driving on the busy
bridge beeped their horns in
approval.

Shannon Watts, who organized
the group Moms Demand Action;
Erica Lafferty, whose mother,
Dawn Hochspring, was slain at
Sandy Hook; and actress Aman-
da Peet urged the crowd to bom-
bard their elected officials with
requests for stricter firearms
restrictions. The cheers from the
crowd, which ended the march
with a rally outside City Hall in
Manhattan, were occasionally
interrupted by shouts about the
right to bear arms from a lone
counterprotester.

Requests for comment by the
National Rifle Association, the
nation’s largest gun rights lobby-
ing group, were not immediately
returned.

Obama gets Philly rails back on track

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Commut-
er rail service in the Philadelphia
area was restored early Sunday,
just hours after workers returned
to their jobs following a brief
strike that was ended when Presi-
dent Barack Obama intervened.

Jerri Williams, spokeswoman
for the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Transportation Authority,
said all workers scheduled for
morning shifts Sunday showed up
and some train lines with early
starts, such as the Airport Line,
were rolling before 5 am. A few

hours later, the company said on
its website that normal operations
had resumed.

The strike began after negotia-
tions between SEPTA and its en-
gineers and electricians unions
failed to reach a new contract
deal Friday. It shut down 13 train
lines that carry commuters from
Philadelphia to the suburbs, Phil-
adelphia International Airport
and New Jersey.

Obama on Saturday granted
Republican Gov. Tom Corbett’s
request to create a presidential
emergency board to mediate the

contract dispute, forcing the 400
union workers to go back. Obama
ordered the establishment of the
three-member board effective at
12:01 a.m. Sunday and called for
“a swift and smooth resolution.”

International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers president
Terry Gallagher said Obama’s
intervention was “what we were
waiting for.”

“We have been five years with-
out an agreement, trying to get to
this point, and we’re happy we’re
here now,” Gallagher said.

beckon, but only after the court
hands down decisions in all the
cases it has heard since October.

In rare instances, the justices
will put off decisions and order
a case to be argued again in the
next term.

This is also the time of the year
when a justice could announce a
retirement. But the oldest of the
justices, Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
81, has signaled she will serve at
least one more year, and maybe
longer.

The justices will meet Mon-
day and again Thursday to issue
opinions, and could wind up their
work by the end of the month.

Here’s a look at some of the
cases that remain:

m Contraceptive coverage. Cor-
porations are claiming the right
to exercise religious objections
to covering women’s contracep-
tives under their employee health
insurance plans, despite the new
health law’s requirement that
birth control be among a range
of no-cost preventive services in-
cluded in health plans.

M Abortion clinic buffer zones.
Abortion opponents are challeng-
ing as a violation of their speech
rights a Massachusetts law man-
dating a 35-foot protest-free zone
on public sidewalks outside abor-
tion clinics.

mCellphone searches. Two
cases weigh the power of police
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to search the cellphones of people
they place under arrest without
first obtaining a warrant from a
judge.

HRecess presidential appoint-
ments. A federal appeals court
said President Barack Obama
misused the Constitution’s recess
power when he temporarily filled
positions on the National Labor
Relations Board in 2012.

BTV on the Internet. Broad-
casters are fighting Internet
startup Aereo’s practice of tak-
ing their television programming
for free and providing it to sub-
scribers who can then watch on
smartphones and other portable
devices.

EGreenhouse gases. Industry
groups assert that environmen-
tal regulators overstepped their
bounds by trying to apply a provi-
sion of the Clean Air Act to control
emissions of greenhouse gases
from power plants and factories.
This case is unlikely to affect the
recent proposal from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to
slash carbon dioxide emissions
from power plants by nearly one-
third by 2030; that plan involves a
different part of the same law.

EUnion fees. Home health care
workers in Illinois want the court
to rule that public sector unions
cannot collect fees from work-
ers who object to being affiliated
with a union.

mSecurities fraud. Inves-
tors could find it harder to bring
class-action lawsuits over secu-
rities fraud at publicly traded
companies in a case involving
Halliburton Co., a provider of en-
ergy services.

E“False” campaign claims.
An anti-abortion group says
state laws that try to police false
statements during political cam-
paigns run afoul of the First
Amendment.
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Meth pours into central Calif. as a liquid

By Scort SmiTH
The Associated Press

FRESNO, Calif. — In metham-
phetamine’s seedy underworld,
traffickers are disguising the
drug as a liquid to smuggle it into
the United States from Mexico.

Dissolved in a solution, it’s
sealed in tequila bottles or plas-
tic detergent containers to fool
border agents and traffic officers.
Once deep in California’s Central
Valley, a national distribution
hub, meth cooks convert it into
crystals — the most sought-after
form on the street.

Tough policing has driven the
highly toxic superlabs south of
the border, where meth is manu-
factured outside the sight of U.S.
law enforcement, but the smaller
conversion labs are popping up
domestically in neighborhoods,
such as one in Fresno where a
house exploded two years ago.

People inside the home had
sealed it tightly so the tale-tell
fumes didn’t give them away.

“These guys, they don’t have
Ph.D.s in chemistry,” said Sgt.
Matt Alexander, of the Fresno
County Sheriff’s Office. “They’re
focused on not getting caught.”

Investigators say it’s impossible
to know how much liquid meth
crosses the border, but agents in
Central California say they have
been seeing more of it in the past
few years.

A California Highway Patrol
officer in late 2012 pulled over
a 20-year-old man on Interstate
5 who said he was headed to Or-
egon from Southern California
and seemed nervous. The officer
found 15 bottles in the trunk full
of dissolved meth but labeled as
Mexican tequila.

The man pleaded guilty to
drug trafficking and received
a federal prison sentence of 46
months.

Three men were indicted in
late 2013 and await trial after a
drug task force found 12 gallons
of liquid meth in a Fresno house
along with 42 pounds of the drug
ready for sale, four guns and
5,000 rounds of ammunition.

Officers raided a Madera home
earlier this year, finding a lab
used to convert liquid meth into
176 pounds of crystals with a
street value over $1 million. No-
body was arrested, but agents

Jeff Davis, a i

PHotos proviDED BY PARC ENVIRONMENTAL/AP

ialist for PARC i
conversion lab inside a house in Madera, Calif., in March.

said the bust dealt a blow to the
organization behind the lab.

Mike Prado, resident agent in
charge of the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security Investiga-
tion’s Fresno office, said law en-
forcement agencies are always on
the lookout for creative ways car-
tels smuggle meth.

“We've become better at de-
tecting certain things,” Prado
said. “When they catch on to that,
they modify their methods.”

The superlabs driven south to
Mexico are notoriously toxic to
people and the environment, but
Prado said the small conversion
labs in the Central Valley are
more dangerous. His agents have
found them in densely populated
apartment buildings and fore-
closed homes in quiet neighbor-
hoods where children play on the
street.

In the conversion process,

cleans up a

A traffic stop on Interstate 5 led to the seizure of multiple tequila

bottles liquid
November 2012,

cooks evaporate the liquid and
use highly combustible chemicals
such as acetone to make crystals.

near Coalinga, Calif., in

The fumes are trapped inside. “A
spark can turn this into a fire-
ball,” Prado said.

That’s what happened in 2012,
when a home in a middle-class
area of Fresno was blown off its
foundation. The blast shot the air
conditioner into a neighbor’s yard;
another neighbor had to replace a
roof rippled by the concussion.
Two men ran from the home, and
investigators said a third was se-
riously injured.

Central California’s interstates
and proximity to Mexico make it
an attractive distribution hub for
cartels, officials say.

John Donnelly, until recently
in charge of the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration’s
Fresno office, said agents all
over the country have tracked
meth to California’s Central Val-
ley. “We’re the source point for
Seattle, Portland, Alaska and as
far east as the Carolinas,” Don-
nelly said.

Not all the meth traveling north
makes its way to Central Califor-
nia. Two men were arrested last
month in San Bernardino when
investigators found a conversion
lab, 206 pounds of crystal meth
and 250 gallons of the liquid ca-
pable of producing 1,250 pounds
of crystals.

The seized drugs, which inves-
tigators suspect came from Mexi-
co, were valued at $7.2 million.

Not all liquid meth makes it
across the border. Last year, a
16-year-old from Mexico was
stopped at the crossing near San
Diego. He volunteered to take “a
big sip” to convince inspectors
the liquid he had was only apple
juice, not meth. The teenager
began screaming in pain and died
within hours.

Eric L. Olson, a Latin America
researcher at the Woodrow Wil-
son International Center in Wash-
ington, said he witnessed agents
seizing liquid meth disguised in
soda bottles during a 2012 tour
of the border crossing at Laredo,
Texas.

Liquid meth is just the latest in-
novation for transporting drugs
for profit, he said. Smugglers
have used tunnels, submarines,
drones and once, a 90-year-old
farmer was used as a decoy,
Olson said.

“There’s no end to the creativ-
ity to getting the drug to market
when there’s demand,” he said of
the turn to liquid meth.

Man exonerated in slaying faces new murder charge

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — A Chicago man
who served 32 years in prison
before DNA evidence overturned
his conviction in the 1980 rape
and slaying of a 3-year-old girl
now is charged with killing a man
after a dispute in a dice game.

Andre Davis, 53, was charged
with murder Thursday in the Oc-
tober death of Jamal Harmon, 19,
whose body was found shot and
stabbed in an alley. A judge or-

dered Davis held without bail.

A second man, Derrick Hill-
iard, 37, was charged Friday with
first-degree murder and unlaw-
ful use of a weapon by a felon in
Harmon’s death.

Prosecutors allege that Davis’
nephew shot and wounded Har-
mon in a dispute over money
lost in a dice game, then Davis
helped load the man — who was
still alive, according to witnesses
— into the trunk of a car.

During Thursday’s court hear-

ing, Cook County Assistant State’s
Attorney Robert Mack said wit-
nesses also told investigators
that Davis told people he had cut
Harmon’s throat and intended to
dump the body, the Chicago Sun-
Times reported.

It was unclear Friday whether
Davis or Hilliard had attorneys.
Davis had a public defender at
Thursday’s hearing, but the Cook
County Public Defender’s Office
said Friday that it was no longer
representing him.

Northwestern University’s
Center on Wrongful Convictions,
which represented him in the
previous case, declined to com-
ment on Davis’ arrest or whether
it would be representing him in
the current case.

Davis was freed from prison
in 2012 after spending more than
three decades behind bars fol-
lowing his conviction — before
DNA testing was available — in
the 1980 slaying of 3-year-old
Brianna Stickle in Rantoul.

In 2004, Davis requested that
evidence gathered at the crime
scene be tested. The tests re-
vealed that blood and semen
found at the scene did not come
from Davis.

It wasn’t until March 2012 that
an Illinois appellate court ordered
that Davis be granted a new trial.
A few months later, prosecutors
dropped the case against him,
and Davis was released from the
supermax prison in Tamms.
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Ukraine

vows to

punish militants
who downed jet

Davip McHuGH
AND MARKO DOBRNJAKOVIC
The Associated Press

NOVOHANNIVKA, Ukraine
— Ukraine’s new president de-
clared Sunday a day of mourning
and vowed to punish those re-
sponsible after pro-Russia sepa-
ratists shot down a Ukrainian
military transport plane, killing
all 49 crew and troops aboard.

It was a bitter setback for the
Ukrainian forces — the deadliest
single incident yet in their esca-
lating battle against an armed
insurgency that the government,
backed by the U.S., insists is sup-
ported by Russia.

The downing of the plane drew
condemnation and concern from
the White House, European lead-
ers and U.N. Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon. Analysts said it
could bring a renewed emphasis
on increasing sanctions against
Russia.

“[This] will refocus attention
on the fact that Russia does not
seem to be doing very much to
moderate the insurgency (or) the
cross-border resupply of sepa-
ratists,” said Timothy Ash, an
analyst at Standard Bank PLC. “T
would expect the focus to return
to sanctions next week.”

Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko spoke firmly to
glum-faced security officials at
a televised emergency meeting
Saturday, scolding the head of the
country’s SBU security service
for “omissions” in measures to
protect military aircraft.

Poroshenko called for “a de-
tailed analysis of the reasons” for
the lapse and hinted that person-
nel changes were imminent. His
office said he vowed to punish
“those responsible for the trag-
edy in Luhansk.”

In a conversation with French
President Francois Hollande, Po-
roshenko expressed hope that the

-

5

SERGEI CHUZAVKOV/AP

Ukrainian protesters turn over cars near the Russian Embassy
during a rally in Kiev, Ukraine, on Saturday.

European Union would decide on
further sanctions against Russia
if what he called the illegal bor-
der crossings and the supply of
weapons did not cease.

Nine crewmembers and 40
troops were aboard the I1-76 troop
transport when it went down early
Saturday as it approached the air-
port at Luhansk, the Ukrainian
prosecutor general’s office said.

The plane’s tail section and
other pieces of scorched wreck-
age lay in a field near the village
of Novohannivka, 12 miles south
of Luhansk. An Associated Press
reporter saw a dozen or more
armed separatists inspecting the
crash site.

Defense Ministry spokesman
Bohdan Senyk said the rebels
used anti-aircraft guns and a

heavy machine gun to down the
plane, while the prosecutor gen-
eral’s office said rebels used an
anti-aircraft missile.

Luhansk, a city near the bor-
der with Russia, is one of two
eastern areas where separatists
have seized government build-
ings and declared independence.
Ukrainian forces still control the
Luhansk airport.

In other fighting, five border
guards were killed and seven
wounded Saturday in the south-
ern port of Mariupol when their
column of vehicles was ambushed,
the guards service said.

The U.S. government reiter-
ated its support for Poroshenko’s
government and rejected Russia’s
statements that it was not arming
the rebels.

China adding school to outpost in disputed waters

By Louise WarT
The Associated Press

BEIJING — China has begun
building a school on a remote is-
land in the South China Sea to
serve the children of military
personnel and others, expanding
the rugged outpost it created two
years ago to strengthen its claims
to disputed waters and islands.

China established the settle-
ment of Sansha — which Beijing
designates a “city” and has a per-
manent population of 1,443 — on
tiny Yongxing island to administer
hundreds of thousands of square

miles of water where it wants to
strengthen its control over poten-
tially oil-rich islands that are also
claimed by other Asian nations.

Vietnam, the Philippines and
the United States criticized Bei-
jing for establishing Sansha, say-
ing it risked escalating regional
tensions. The island, also known as
Woody Island, is about 220 miles
south of China’s southernmost
province and is part of the Para-
cel chain, which is also claimed by
Vietnam.

Tensions in the area have es-
calated since China last month
placed an oil rig in waters about

20 miles from the Paracel Islands,
leading to ongoing sea confronta-
tions between Chinese and Viet-
namese vessels.

The Sansha government said
in a statement on its website that
construction on the school start-
ed Saturday and was expected
to take 18 months. It said there
were about 40 children of school
age on Yongxing Island and that
the school could also educate the
children of police, army person-
nel and civilians stationed on the
islands, some of whom had to
stay with grandparents in far-off
hometowns.

When China created Sansha
in July 2012, the outpost had a
post office, bank, supermarket
and hospital and a population of
about 1,000. By December, it had
a permanent population of 1,443,
which can sometimes swell by
2,000, according to the Sansha
government.

Now it has an airport, hotel, li-
brary, five main roads, cellphone
coverage and a 24-hour satellite
TV station, according to the gov-
ernment. It also has its own supply
ship that brings in food, water, con-
struction materials and people.

Gunman kills 8 in
Yemen bus attack

SANAA, Yemen — A gunman
opened fire on a bus transport-
ing military hospital staff in the
southern Yemeni city of Aden on
Sunday, killing eight people, in-
cluding two women, and wound-
ing a dozen others, security
officials and witnesses said.

The attack on the bus in the
commercial district of Sayla took
place early in the day before rush
hour. Shaher Mohammed Ali, a
worker in the district, said he saw
a lone masked gunman open fire
on the bus after it slowed down
before a ramp. The gunman then
fled the scene in a car, Ali said.

Security officials had earlier
said more than one gunman was
involved in the attack, which they
said bore the hallmarks of al-
Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, a
powerful local militant group that
has targeted military and police.

Israeli PM says Hamas
took missing teens

JERUSALEM — Israel’s prime
minister has accused the Pales-
tinian militant group Hamas of
kidnapping three Israeli teenag-
ers who disappeared in the West
Bank over the weekend.

Benjamin Netanyahu made
the announcement after Israel
rounded up 80 Palestinian sus-
pects, including dozens of Hamas
members, in an overnight sweep.

Netanyahu told his Cabinet on
Sunday that “the ones that con-
ducted the kidnapping of our
teenagers are Hamas members.”

Parliament candidate
shot dead in Kosovo

PRISTINA, Kosovo — Koso-
vo police said a parliamentary
candidate from Prime Minister
Hashim Thaci’s ruling party
was shot dead in an apparent as-
sassination as he walked out of a
restaurant.

Police said in a statement Sun-
day that Elvis Pista — a flamboy-
ant politician recognizable for his
spiked hair — was shot four times
at close range shortly after mid-
night in the western town of Ora-
hovac, his hometown.

Authorities believe a handgun
equipped with a silencer was
used. The killing comes amid
heightened tensions between po-
litical rivals after the June 8 par-
it 'y elections.

Pakistan says dozens Kkilled in strikes on militants

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Pakistani jets
pounded insurgent hideouts in the
country’s northwest early Sun-
day, killing dozens of militants in
an aggressive response targeting
those believed responsible for a
five-hour siege of the Karachi
airport a week ago, officials said.

The Pakistani government has
been under pressure to combat
the resilient insurgency that has
plagued the country for years
after the shocking attack June 8
on its busiest airport, which left
26 people and 10 assailants dead.
Government efforts that started
months ago to negotiate with the
militants appeared to be going

nowhere, and the airport violence
has made the talks even less like-
1y to succeed.

There were conflicting ac-
counts of how many people were
killed in the airstrikes in the
North Waziristan tribal area bor-
dering Afghanistan. The military
said in a statement that more than
50 militants were killed, although
intelligence officials earlier put
the toll as high as 100.

“There were confirmed re-
ports of presence of foreign and
local terrorists in these hideouts
who were linked in planning the
Karachi airport attack,” the mili-
tary said.

The area where the strikes oc-
curred is remote and dangerous

for journalists, making it impos-
sible to independently verify the
accounts.

Residents in North Waziristan
said they were woken up after
midnight to the sound of jets roar-
ing overhead but said the strikes
happened in a remote mountain-
ous area.

“All the family members gath-
ered in the yard in fear,” said one
local resident, Tawab Khan, from
the village of Boyapul, about 5
miles from where the airstrikes
hit. “We could hear big bangs but
they didn’t come from very close
to our area.”

The military said most of the
dead were Uzbeks. Uzbek mili-
tants have long based themselves

in Pakistan’s northwestern tribal
areas as do a plethora of other
armed groups such as al-Qaida,
the Pakistani Taliban and the
Haqggani network — a Taliban af-
filiated group.

The Islamic Movement of Uz-
bekistan, along with the Pakistani
Taliban, claimed responsibility
for the airport attack in what was
arare instance of the group strik-
ing within Pakistan.

The militant group was formed
in 1991 to overthrow the Uzbek
government and install an Is-
lamic caliphate there, but later
expanded that goal to include all
of Central Asia. The organization
has attacked U.S. and NATO tar-
gets in Afghanistan.

Syrian government
forces advance in NW

BEIRUT — Government forc-
es battled their way into a village
in northwestern Syria near the
Turkish border Sunday as they
rolled back a 3-month-old rebel
offensive in the rugged coastal
region that is the ancestral home-
land of President Bashar Assad,
activists and state media said.

Islamic rebel factions launched
a surprise assault in Latakia
province in March, pushing south
from the Turkish border to seize
a string of villages in the lush,
mountainous terrain. The mili-
tary, nervous about an incursion
in a bastion of government sup-
port, dispatched reinforcements
to blunt the rebel advance and
eventually turn the tide.

From The Associated Press
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OPINION

Hillary’s message:

By ANN McFEATTERS
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON

did it! Mere hours after hearing

Hillary Clinton say she and her hus-

band had to exploit their public service

by earning millions and millions and

millions of dollars to pay their mortgages

by paid public speeches and memoirs, my
finger clicked on “buy” on my e-reader.

Disbelieving that her new book, “Hard
Choices,” could possibly be as self-serv-
ing and boring as critics described, I paid
$14.99 to see for myself. After all, I have
interviewed her, drunk wine with her,
traveled with her in such exotic places as
China and Ohio, and followed her political
ambitions for decades.

Believe me, the book is a self-serving
travelogue. It was written by three ghost
writers who stuffed it with as many facts
as they could find. If you have followed the
Hillary saga at all, there is nothing in this
book that will surprise you. Did you know
as secretary of state she visited 112 coun-
tries and traveled nearly 1 million miles at
our expense?

Nobody doubts she intends to run for
president. And if it weren’t for Hillary, po-
litical reporters would be bereft, even with
House GOP leader Eric Cantor’s stunning
flameout in Virginia. (Life comes at you
fast, Mr. Ex-Majority Leader.)

Meanwhile, back to the book, it’s a little
hard to accept her premise that her book
clearly explains what a tense encounter in
St. Petersburg, Russia, means for families
in St. Petersburg, Fla., how a collapsing
business in Athens, Greece, affects busi-
nesses in Athens, Ga., and how a revolu-
tion in Cairo, Egypt, affects life in Cairo,
I11. Good thought, but, no, the book doesn’t
explain it or what she would do about any

Ricuarp DRew/AP

Hillary Clinton discusses her career in
government and her new book, “Hard
Choices,” at the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions in New York on Thursday.

of that as president.

This book will make her more money (a
$14 million advance has been mentioned),
keep her in the limelight, salute President
Barack Obama while cleverly praising
herself and reveal nothing detrimental to
her eventual campaign. She also claims
she now feels free to say what she actually
thinks although she doesn’t do much of it.

Here are the main points: She fought a
tough race with Obama in 2008. She re-
spected him. She was floored when he
asked her to be secretary of state. After
much angst, she said no. She had to pay off
her $6 million campaign debt. Then she
said yes because she’s a Methodist: “Do all
the good you can, at all the times you can,
to all the people you can, as long as ever
you can.” And Obama assured her, “I think

It’s all about me

we can become good friends.” They did,
merging Obamaworld and Hillaryland.
Sometimes they disagreed, but she can’t
talk about that while he is still in office.

She learned her new job was being the
nation’s chief diplomat, Obama’s principal
adviser on foreign policy and CEO of a big
bureaucracy. She had to balance her time
and energy and decided not to pick a few
issues and own them but “pay attention to
the whole chessboard.” But she did want
to pay more attention to Asia-Pacific and
made that her first trip to “signal to Asia
and the world that America was back.”

And she wants you to know that just one
penny of every federal dollar spent goes to
diplomacy and development.

Hlllary Stlldled her predecessors for

id. Whe he’d squeeze
the paw of the teddy bear in her office to
hear it sing: “Don’t worry. Be happy.

By the way, America is not in decline; its
greatest days are ahead if each generation
believes. And she’s sorry about voting for
the war in Iraq.

Hillary Clinton is remarkable. Warm,
funny, smart and incredibly diligent and
ambitious, she was the high school friend
who’d stay up with you half the night as you
moaned about a devastating personal crisis
such as not making the cheerleading squad
and then she’d ace the big test at 8 a.m.

She may well be the first female presi-
dent. Burning no bridges in this book, she
cites a lot of facts about the world. Re-
ally, a lot. Ultimately, she had no big dip-
lomatic breakthroughs. We learn nothing
new about Benghazi and the deaths of four
Americans. This catalogue of crises will
neither help nor hinder her in getting back
to the White House.

In short, I spent $14.99 so you don’t have
to, but, of course, millions will.

Ann McFeatters is an op-ed columnist for
McClatchy-Tribune.

Don’t read any tea leaves in Cantor’s loss

By KATHLEEN PARKER

WASHINGTON
bout that stunning defeat.
Conventional Wisdom, that self-
righteous propagandist, has it
that Republican House Majority

Leader Eric Cantor’s trouncing by an aca-
demic, tea-sipping nobody marks the end
of the GOP establishment.

The tea party candidate crushed Cantor,
they say. The old-guard Republican Party
is toast! It’s over. Finito.

And those were the Democrats talking.

Funny thing is, the tea party folks had
been saying more or less the same thing,
for exactly the same reason. It fit the nar-
rative that served both groups. The tea
party was losing its power to overthrow
the titans. Witness the primary victories
of a couple of old-timer targets, South Car-
olina’s Lindsey Graham and Kentucky’s
Mitch McConnell.

The Democratic Party was losing its
narrative that the tea party wacko-birds
control the GOP.

Thus, Dave Brat, the Republican nomi-
nee for Cantor’s seat, was a gift from
Google. Or God. But I repeat myself. The
narrative is back, baby!

In the nation’s capital, the mourning for
Cantor was over faster than a Rick Perry
gay fundraiser. It is an awesome day — or
something — when Nancy Pelosi and Ted
Cruz are grinning about the same state of
affairs. You don’t know whether to signal
Scotty to beam you up or whistle for Toto.

The truth is, the tea party will be lucky
to oust Mississippi Sen. Thad Cochran in a
primary runoff, though it would hardly be
considered a rout. Cochran has been on the

run lately, stumbling over a series of errors
and literally dashing out the back door of
one event to evade CNN’s Dana Bash.

And, as though the South needed one
more anecdote to convince the rest of the
nation that something seriously strange
has contaminated the region’s DNA, Co-
chran recently reminisced fondly of his
days doing “all kinds of indecent things
with animals,” when he was just a young
lad visiting the state’s Pine Belt.

“I know some of you know what that is,”
he told the Hattiesburg, Miss., audience.

Oh, do tell. On second thought, oh, don’t.

Two victories, assuming the second,
hardly bestow bragging rights on the tea
party. Nor, consequently, would they bol-
ster the Democratic narrative that the tea
party has conquered the GOP.

Also, let’s not forget, Cantor wasn’t an
old establishment guy. He was one of the
“Young Guns,” the title of the book in
which he, Kevin McCarthy and Paul Ryan
featured themselves as the new generation
of conservative leadership. Those are some
highfalutin words to live up to.

Reality check: People who self-identify

“young guns” are setting themselves
up to get shot down. It isn’t that they can’t
gun-sling with the best of them; it’s that
they feel the need to tell you they can.

Young gun, eh? We’ll see about that.

Indeed, the tea party didn’t really sup-
port the Republican Brat (how delicious is
that name?), who raised a measly $231,000
to Cantor’s $5.7 million. Conservative, tea-
party-leaning Republicans ultimately may
have supported him, in part thanks to talk
radio promoters, but they weren’t expect-
ing Brat to win any more than he was.

Brat, an economics professor at Ran-
dolph-Macon College, was so surprised that
he has yet to think out his platform. Other
than water-cooler talks at the gym about
ethical systems, free markets and the rule
of law (read, “no amnesty”), he hasn’t re-
ally nailed down his policy positions.

So MSNBC’s Chuck Todd discovered
upon asking Brat on Wednesday about rais-
ing the minimum wage. Sort of breezy with
his answer, saying he didn’t have a “well-
crafted response,” and “you can’t make up
wage rates,” Brat explained that he didn’t
get much sleep the night before.

Poor Zachary Werrell, Brat’s 23-year-
old campaign manager, who was so over-
whelmed thathe couldn’tfind time toreturn
a call to House Speaker John Boehner and
had to scramble to hire a communications
staffer. In the meantime, Werrell uttered
the saddest words in political history:

“We’re not going to be making any state-
ments until we get professional PR help,”
he said in an interview with Politico.

Brat, in other words, isn’t quite ready for
the prime-time slot he’s expected to win in
November. But he had something Cantor
didn’t have — a ground game. Brat’s lack
of political sophistication served him well.
Instead of watching polls, he knocked on
doors. As for Cantor, the polls showed him
winning, so why bother to press flesh?

Here’s another reality check: It’s always
about the ground game.

This is the real lesson of Cantor’s stun-
ning defeat: Sometimes a loser is just a
loser.

Kathleen Parker is a member of Washington Post
Writers Group.
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‘The Great War’ remembered

Vircinia Mavo/AP

Kaylene Biggs, center, great-granddaughter of World War | Australian soldier Andrew Bayne, stands with her family on April 24 in front of Bayne’s grave at Westhof Farm
lth [ i
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Soldier’s family finds long-delayed closure

By RAF CASERT
The Associated Press

NIEUWKERKE, Belgium —
In a neatly clipped corner of the
Westhof Farm Cemetery, an Aus-
tralian family huddled around
Pvt. Andrew Bayne’s grave. One
century after the start of World
War I, the family found closure
paying homage to a forebear who
had traveled half the world to meet
his death, his stomach ripped
open by an exploding shell, in the
horrors of Flanders Fields.

Bayne left his wife, Katie, with
four young children in Brisbane
and a prescient letter of regret:
“What a dammed fool I was to
ever have enlisted.”

Bayne lies alongside other Com-
monwealth victims and a handful
of German dead, the rows of pris-
tine, white tombstones stretching
over rich, undulating pastures.
Belgium and France are still
scarred by more than 1,000 grave-
yards, countless bomb craters,
rusting gas shells, bunkers and
trenches that tore apart the West-
ern Front for four years.

The front line of death and
destruction burned through the
Alps, Central Europe and be-
yond. It claimed some 14 million
lives — S million civilians and 9
million soldiers, sailors and air-
men from 28 countries. The 1914-
18 conflict was so unprecedented
in its scope and savagery that it
became known simply as “The
Great War.”

At least 7 million troops were
left permanently disabled and

‘CourTesy oF THE Bices FamiLy/AP

Andrew Bayne, from Brisbane,
Australia, enlisted to go to war
along with his three brothers.

families across the globe, much
like Bayne’s, were wrecked.
Despite the vows of “never
again” across a shell-shocked
world, the outcome of the con-
flict only sowed the bitter seeds
that led to World War IT and more
slaughter. The nationalist ten-
sions that set off the killing never
really died, most recently resur-
facing in Ukraine and Russia.
For Kaylene Biggs, misty-eyed
after finally facing the grave of her
great-grandfather, the war’s far-
reaching legacy makes remem-
brance all the more important.
“Itisn’t until you do visit the bat-
tlefields that you realize the huge
amount of loss and sacrifice,” she
said amid the twitter of birds and

the faraway galloping of a horse.
“Now, it seems so peaceful.”

The early summer of 1914
seemed just as tranquil to most
Europeans. By that time, the
Bayne family already had been
in Australia for two years, hoping
to build a richer life after toiling
for meager rewards on a Scottish
farm.

Little did they know that Eu-
rope wouldn’t let them go so
easily.

Both sides initially had ex-
pected a quick war, but it soon be-
came a deadly stalemate the likes
of which had never been seen.
Sometimes tens of thousands
would die in a single day. Artil-
lery was relentless. Toxic gas was
introduced in modern warfare
with devastating effect. Because
of it, the need for fresh manpower
was enormous — and the reach of
the British Empire was global.

It was only a matter of time
for the war to turn up at Andrew
Bayne’s doorstep in Brisbane.

Bayne was hardly gung-ho
about the war. What turned things
around, Biggs said, was that “one
day in the street, he was handed a
white feather,” at the time a uni-
versal sign for cowardice. “So he
went and joined up.”

He enlisted in June 1916, left
Australia four months later —and
arrived in France from England
in March of the following year,
just one indication of the pace of
‘war a century ago.

Family archives showed Bayne
fought at Bullecourt in northern
France, where two battles cost

Vircinia Mavo/AP

Kaylene Biggs places a wooden cross with a poppy and a message
on the grave of her great-grandfather, Andrew Bayne.

Australia 10,000 casualties and
hardly moved the front line.

Bayne, like so many millions
of soldiers, long remained hope-
ful as the war stretched into its
fourth year. The Germans, he
wrote home, “are about starved
out and they can’t last much lon-
ger.” He added: “Cheer up. I will
be with you yet.”

On Aug. 19, 1917, a German
shell burst close to him as he was
on the Ypres front holding the
line close to Messines Ridge, little
more than a molehill but a killer
of thousands on both sides. The
pain and agony were recorded
matter-of-factly in a witness re-
port: “The wounds were left arm,
right of face and stomach — the
latter a bad one.”

Bayne could still call for a
stretcher and, before losing con-
sciousness, utter, “They have got
me.” He died soon afterward at
age 32.

Like for the hundreds of thou-
sands expected to come to Europe
from across the world during the
next four years, the Baynes’ pil-
grimage has been multigenera-
tional. Kaylene and her husband,
Peter, also brought their three
children.

“His children and his wife
weren’'t able to come,” said
Kaylene’s daughter, Jaleesa, 18.
“They, in a sense, didn’t get clo-
sure, but we are able to come here
and able to see what they always
wanted to see.”

For Biggs and her family, a trip
across the globe to a simple grave
in a small cemetery has meant
the world.

“With all this sadness, I am
so thankful that he actually does
have a grave, somewhere for his
descendants to go to pay their re-
spects,” she said. “I feel comfort-
ed that his sacrifice has not been
forgotten through time.”
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Savage beating rewires man’s brain

By CRAIG SAILOR
The (Tacoma, Wash.) News Tribune.

TACOMA, Wash.

n 2002, Jason Padgett was a Camaro-

driving, mullet-wearing, muscle-

bound furniture salesman who didn’t

think much beyond finding the next
party.

“I was a total goof-off. Always looking to
have fun, chasing girls, drink, party, drive
super-fast,” Padgett recalled recently in
his Northeast Tacoma home.

That all came to an abrupt end when he
was mugged outside a Tacoma karaoke
bar. The beating was so severe it left him
in constant pain.

But something else happened that night.
The blows somehow rewired his brain.
That. in turn. gave him the ability
to see and understand geom-
etry and math in ways
the rest of us can't

His unusual tale
has been put into
an  autobiogra-
phy, “Struck by
Genius: How
a Brain In-
jury  Made
Me a Math-
ematical
Marvel” The
book, released
in April, has
garnered inter-
national atten-
tion with stories
in People and
Entertainment
Weekly magazines
and features on
“CBS This Morn-
ing,” “Nightline” and
dozens of other media
outlets.

By his own admission,
there was nothing spe-
cial about Padgett before
the night of Sept. 13, 2002.
Raised mostly in Alaska, he
moved to the South Sound in
the late 1990s to live with
his father. Soon he was
managing his dad’s
futon business,
Planet Futon,
near the
Taco-
ma

t‘

Mall.

On that Friday night in 2002, he joined
friends at a Mexican restaurant and kara-
oke bar near Wright Park. When the eve-
ning of singing and drinking was winding
down, a bartender spotted Padgett’s fat wal-
let and surreptitiously alerted two ne’er-do-
well patrons.

The two men followed Padgett out of the
bar and then attacked him, hitting him re-
peatedly in the head.

After the men fled, Padgett was treated
for a concussion and released from Tacoma
General Hospital. He returned home, but
something wasn’t the same. Aside from
the pain of his injuries, Padgett was see-
ing the world differently. Objects that once

moved smooth-

Iy through
space now ap-
peared jittery. or
pixelated.
Also, Padgett was
seeing geometry in
everything. Circu-
lar objects were
now surrounded
by straight lines,
like picture
fratnes

“It was
very confus-
ing at first,”
he recalled.

He
couldn’t
look  at
rain-
drops
spread-
ing out
on the

face of a puddle without seeing them as geo-
metric shapes.

Confused and frightened, Padgett re-
treated to the sanctuary of his home and
didn’t come out.

For four years.

Self-imposed exile

One day during his self-imposed exile,
Padgett was watching TV and saw a feature
on Daniel Tammet, a high-functioning au-
tistic savant. Tammet, an essayist, is known
for his superhuman memory and synesthe-
sia, a neurological phenomenon in which
people perceive with more than one sense.

Though the condition is rare, an often-
encountered form of synesthesia involves
perceiving letters and numbers in specific
colors. So, a “synthete” might always see
the letter C as blue or the number 6 as
red. Names and words can take on

unique visual characteristics in the
synthete’s mind.

Padgett instantly knew that what
he was seeing was some form of
synesthesia.

“It was nice hearing it because I had
questioned myself a lot,” he said.
Since the beating, Padgett had tried
to explain to people what he was see-
ing. He made drawing after drawing
of his visual representations. The
most common was of pi. Pi, the ratio
of a circle’s circumference to its di-
ameter, usually is expressed as a
mumber that would stretch to infinity,
heginning with 3.14159. But Padgett
draws it as a series of overlapping
polygons that eventually create a
circle.

He showed the drawings to
anyone he’d come across. More
often than not, the reaction he
got was bafflement.

He knew that to understand
what he was seeing
and to explain it to oth-
ers, he needed to learn
math. In a sense, he had
suddenly learned a new
language but didn’t know
how to speak it.

His first stop was Ta-
cotna Community College.
Padgett. a college dropout,
signed up for a developmen-
tal math class in 2006 — the
kind of course taken by
people who have never un-
derstood or have struggled
with math. The instructor
was Tracey Haynie.

“Jason was so fun to have
in class because he got it,”
Haynie recalled. “He would
sit in my office for hours just
asking guestions and want-
ing to go through things in
more detail. He had a hun-
ger for it

In 2011, he traveled to
Stockholm to speak at a con-
ference on consciousness
during which synesthesia
was a subject.

While in Europe, he was
examined at a lab in Hel-
sinki. An MRI showed that
his parietal lobe, a part of the
brain that cannot normally

be accessed by the conscious mind, lit up
when Padgett was shown mathematical for-
mulas that gave rise to fractal imagery, but
not when shown nonsense formulas.

Also, only his left brain was active when
he viewed the formulas, whereas both sides
were active when he looked at the nonsense
formulas. That led researchers to speculate
that his right brain had received the major-
ity of the injuries and caused the other side
to overcompensate.

Padgett’s situation is reminiscent of some
autistic individuals who paradoxically have
prodigious math or memory skills and yet
lack basic social skills or even the ability to
take care of their basic needs. One area of
the brain seems to malfunction while an-
other excels.

For the first time since the mugging,
Padgett felt he had a diagnosis and an un-
derstanding of what was going on in his

rain.

A marvel at geometry

Though the title of his book calls Padgett
a “mathematical marvel,” it’s a little mis-
leading. He needs a calculator to work com-
plicated math just like most people. What
he’s a marvel at, apparently, is geometry.

“Curves are an illusion, created by rela-
tivity,” Padgett said. He can discuss the
uncertainty principal, calculus, the Dop-
pler effect and relativity in an almost non-
stop manner.

Padgett is 43 now — “a prime number,”
he pointed out. He knows the exact number
of days until his wife, Elena, is due to give
birth to their first child — a girl.

The beating still causes Padgett physical
pain to this day, but the event has altered
his life in so many good ways, he said.
There are times, though, he misses the
state of consciousness he had before the
mugging.

“My brain is never off,” he said. “Some-
times it would be nice to have it off.”

mCT

Jason Padgett’s autobiography, “Struck by Genius: How
in Injury Made Me a Mathematical Marvel,” was
released in April.
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Steer breaks free, runs
wild down city streets
M BALTIMORE — Bal-

timore police shot
and killed a steer that escaped
from a city slaughterhouse on a
downtown street Friday morning,
a spokeswoman said.

The animal was shot shortly
after 10:1S am. in the Mount
Vernon neighborhood, and police
confirmed it escaped from the
George G. Ruppersberger and
Sons Inc. slaughterhouse in west
Baltimore.

Sgt. Sarah Connolly said police
received calls from business own-
ers concerned about the animal
running loose. The neighborhood
is home to numerous bars, restau-
rants and shops.

The animal was “increasingly
aggressive,” and officers made
several attempts to trap it before
killing it, police said on the de-
partment’s Facebook page.

Feds: Honeymooner
punched flight attendant
H HONOLULU — Federal

prosecutors say a drunk-
en passenger assaulted a flight at-
tendant while flying from Japan
to Honolulu.

Kenji Okamoto pleaded guilty
Friday to interfering with a flight
attendant’s duties by assaulting
and intimidating him.

According to a criminal com-
plaint, Okamoto was flying
first-class from Osaka for his
honeymoon last month when
flight attendants noticed he was
drunk before takeoff and contin-
ued drinking alcohol during the
flight.

The court documents said Oka-
moto got upset when one of the
flight attendants wouldn’t take
his tray away. Okamoto allegedly
punched a flight attendant who
intervened in an attempt to dif-
fuse the situation.

Okamoto faces a maximum 20-
year prison sentence.

Police: Trio use fake
gun to steal real ones
c EL CAJON — Police
said a man and two
boys used a replica gun to steal
real ones from a San Diego Coun-
ty gun store but were arrested
when their getaway car pulled
into a parking lot with no exit.

Police Lt. Rob Ransweiler said
one suspect pointed the fake gun
at an employee Friday while the
other two smashed open display
cases at Hiram’s Guns in El Cajon.
Ransweiler said they took sev-
eral handguns and fled in a red
sedan.

Police spotted the car on In-
terstate 8 and chased it into La
Mesa, where the driver turned
into a storage facility parking lot
and was blocked in by a wall.

Coast Guard rescues
rower crossing Atlantic
N NEW YORK — A Scot-

tish rower attempting
a trans-Atlantic voyage was res-
cued by the U.S. Coast Guard off
the coast of Long Island.

The Coast Guard said Niall
Tain Macdonald, 39, was rescued

Getting a leg up

Daniel Robertson, with vendor Scents By Alameen, of Greensboro, N.C., sets up his booth at the 21st annual Urban Music Festival at
Robert R. Church Park in Memphis, Tenn., on Friday.

early Saturday about SO miles
south of Shinnecock, N.Y.

Macdonald said on his website
he hoped to row solo from New
York to Scotland to raise money
for the Scottish Association for
Mental Health

Macdonald made a distress
call Friday, and the Coast Guard
responded. A Coast Guard cutter
based in Bayonne, N.J., located
the rower around midnight.

Lt. James Provost said Mac-
donald was in pain and his face
was covered in blood from a cut
to his head.

Biting-fly explosion
hurts loon reproduction
w MILWAUKEE —

Swarms of biting flies
are attacking loons in north-
ern Wisconsin this season like
never before, causing the birds
to abandon their nests in record
numbers.

Wildlife scientists who track
the tuxedoed birds said the black
fly population exploded just as
the loons began incubating their
eggs and has caused more than
80 percent of the loons to aban-
don their nests in Vilas County
and more than 70 percent of nests
in Oneida County.

Wisconsin ~ Department  of
Natural Resources researcher
Michael Meyer said a species of
black flies has a particular attrac-
tion to loons and have pestered
them in the past, but nothing like
this year. Meyer said the intensity
of the flies is the worst he’s seen
in 25 years.

Mexican police release
kidnapped American
MCALLEN — Mexi-

T can law enforcement
authorities have secured the re-
lease of a 27-year-old American
woman kidnapped on June 1.

The McAllen Monitor reported
Saturday that the woman told au-
thorities she had been tied up for
eight days. A Tamaulipas state
government news release said the
unidentified woman was rescued
when kidnappers waited for ran-
som money outside a mall in the
border town of Reynosa.

Police said they have arrested
seven people in connection with
the abduction.

Four people were arrested dur-
ing the foiled ransom exchange.
The news release said two other
men and a 14-year-old girl were
arrested on suspicion they told
kidnappers the location of law en-
forcement authorities. The girl is
also suspected of delivering food
to the homes where the woman
was held.

Mom: Tot forced to
urinate in seat on plane
M BOSTON — A Massa-

chusetts woman said
she was nearly kicked off a flight
after her 3-year-old was forced to
urinate in her seat.

Jennifer Deveraux told WBZ-
TV that it happened Monday on
JetBlue Flight 518 from New York
to Boston.

Deveraux said the plane was

'YaLonoa M. James, THe (Memphis, TenN.) CommeRciAL APPEAL/AP

delayed on the tarmac when her
daughter, Summers, asked to use
the bathroom. Deveraux said,
the flight attendant said, “No, sit
down,” and Summers urinated in
her seat.

Deveraux said she got up to
clean the mess and the attendant
yelled at her again.

JetBlue said it’s investigating.
It later tweeted that “there are
very strict FAA regulations when
aplane is on the tarmac.”

Museum will be a new
draw for pigeon lovers

OKLAHOMA CITY

— A new road trip
destination in central Oklahoma
focuses on the history of the do-
mestic pigeon and its contribu-
tions to mankind for thousands of
years.

The Oklahoman reported that
the American Pigeon Museum
and Library in northeast Okla-
homa City contains numerous
photographs, paintings, trophies,
artifacts, collectables and much
more memorabilia.

Pigeons were  considered
among the fastest way to send
messages until the telegraph was
invented. They played a tremen-
dous role in both world wars, and
they are still a way to send an un-
detectable message.

State has highest rate
of texting teen drivers

S

SIOUX FALLS — A
new report released

THE CENSUS

53,500

The numberof people who have applied
for a permit to hunt moose in Maine,
according to the Department of Inland
Fisheries
and Wild- | t
life. ~ Of ‘
the 3,095
permits to
be handed
out, 10 per-
cent will be divid-

ed among the 15,000
nonresidents who ap-
plied. The number of
available permits was
reduced from 4,085
because of the impact
on the moose population
of winter ticks.

last week shows South Dakota has
the highest rate of high school-
aged teens who admit to texting
and driving.

The report released by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention says about 61 percent of
teen drivers in South Dakota text
and drive or send emails while
driving. KDLT-TV in Sioux Falls
reported that the national aver-
age is about 41 percent.

North Dakota was the second-
highest state with about 59 per-
cent of teens admitting to texting
while driving.

From wire reports’
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How many songwriters does it take?

CRAFTING A HIT

By MESFIN FEKADU
The Associated Press

ow many people does it take to
write a hit song? If you’re Pharrell,
one. If you’re Pitbull or Jason De-
rulo, probably eight — or more.

Billboard’s recent Hot 100 chart reflects a
group of hits mainly showcasing songs written
solely by an act and an additional songwriter
or those with seven or eight songwriters,
such as Pitbull’s “Timber” or Jason Derulo’s
“Wiggle.”

What does it take to craft a hit? Who gets
the credit? I's a song written by nearly a dozen
people less special than a song with only two
or three co-writers?

Pharrell, who has the longest-running No. 1
song so far this year with “Happy,” wrote the
tune alone.

“You got six, you got 18 people in the
room, you don’t need me,” said Phar-
rell, who has written hits for Britney
Spears and Usher. “Who am I to
judge? Just because I do it my way
doesn’t mean it’s going to be the
stat(us) quo. (It’s) more than likely
not going to be the stat(us) quo.”

The songwriters on Katy Per-
ry’s No. 1 hits range from four

“Happy” singer Pharrell Williams
says he wrote the tune alone,
and he prefers writing
alone or in smaller
groups.
Richarp
SHoTWELL,
Invision
AP

(“E.T.”) to six (“Dark Horse”). Beyonce and
Jay Z’s latest smash, “Drunk in Love,” lists
eight collaborators.

That’s in contrast to Lorde’s “Royals” and
OneRepublic’s “Counting Stars” — solely
written by Ryan Tedder — to any of the suc-
cesses from Imagine Dragons’ debut album,
which credits the four members and occasion-
ally producer Alex da Kid.

“I don’t think that there’ll probably ever be
a time, to be honest with you, that we would
sit down with like six songwriters and be
like, ‘Write an Imagine Dragons song.’ It just
wouldn’t feel right for us,” said bandleader
Dan Reynolds.

Some of today’s hits with a list of songwrit-
ers that scroll on and on include others who
don’t physically write lyrics. Writing credit
can also be earned by producers who design

the beats, artists who sing the song
and add their own flavor, engi-
neers who mix the track and
others who work specifically
on the melody.
“You have a program-
mer that’s in (the studio)
and they’re like, ‘OK,
give me a beat, Simon.
Simon gives a beat, well
now he is a part of the
co-write,” said Linda

AP photos

Some singers, such as Jason Derulo, left,
tend to have large teams of songwriters craft
their tunes. John Legend, right, who writes
alone or with a smaller team, says a long list
of credits might be offputting to those not in
the music industry.

Perry, who wrote Christina Aguilera’s “Beau-
tiful” and hits for Pink.

Other times, sampling older songs adds to
the lengthy list of credited songwriters. Pit-
bull and Kesha’s “Timber” lists eight song-
writers, but technically the total would be 11
because it borrows from Lee Oskar’s “San
Francisco Bay.”

The largest group of writers to win the cov-
eted Grammy for song of the year — a song-
writer’s award — is four, including Beyonce’s
“Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It).” Other win-

« ners with four songwriters include songs by

U2, Coldplay, the Dixie Chicks and fun.,
where band members count for all or
most of the writers.

John Legend, who has dominated the
airwaves this year with “All of Me,” said
winning the song-of-the-year Grammy is
one of his top goals. He wrote the song with

Toby Gad, and said that within the music

business, the long list of songwriters isn’t

too shocking.

“But if I were a lay person looking at
the credits and I saw six people wrote it, it
might turn me off a little bit because you
‘would think it’s writing by committee or
it doesn’t feel as personal,” Legend said.
“But then when you understand who’s
involved and how they are involved, you
understand it a little bit more.”

Davies, Donovan
inducted into
Songwriters Hall

The Associated Press

A death in Ray Davies’
family didn’t allow the sing-
er to attend the Songwriters
Hall of Fame on Thursday,
but Jon Bon Jovi closed the
three-hour event by per-
forming Kinks hits such
as “You Really Got Me”
and “All Day and All of the
Night.”

Davies, who was dealing
with his sister’s death, ac-
cepted the honor in a video,
saying he was proud to be
part of the 2014 class that
included Donovan as well
as songwriters Jim Weath-
erly, Graham Gouldman and
Mark James.

Rosanne Cash played dou-
ble duty at the ceremony in
New York City. She sang her
father’s “I Still Miss Some-
one” to honor BMI Presi-
dent Del Bryant — where
she grew emotional — and
she performed “Catch the
Wind” with Donovan follow-
ing his induction.

“American Idol” champ
Candice Glover sang an
impressive version of “Mid-
night Train to Georgia,” one
of many songs Weatherly
wrote.

A Great Big World, the duo
behind the recent Christina
Aguilera-assisted hit “Say
Something,” performed
10cc’s “I'm Not In Love” to
pay tribute to Gouldman,
the English songwriter who
wrote the Yardbirds’ “For
Your Love” and the Hol-
lies’ “Bus Stop.” Martina
McBride performed “Suspi-
cious Minds,” a No. 1 Elvis
Presley hit James wrote.

Grammy-winning R&B
singer Miguel gave a show-
smppmg performance of

‘Me and Mrs. Jones,” writ-
ten by Gamble & Huff who
received the Johnny Mercer
award, the night’s top prize.

Checker to Rock Hall: Induct me soon, or ‘drop dead’

The Associated Press

Chubby Checker wants the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame to
know it’s time to induct him into
its exclusive club before it’s too
late.

“I don’t want to get in there
when I'm 85 years old. I'll tell
them to drop dead, so you better
do it quick while I'm still smil-
ing,” Checker said Thursday.

Checker’s recording of “The
Twist,” and subsequent “Let’s
Twist Again,” are considered
among the most popular songs in
the history of rock 'n’ roll.

“Let’s Twist Again’ was the
first rock ’'n’ roll song that re-
ceived a Grammy (in 1962),”
Checker said.

The 72-year old recording art-
ist equates a place in the Cleve-
land-based hall to the ability to
sustain his career.

“If you put me in when I'm too
old to make a living, then it’s no
good for me to be in there.”

He added:
“The Rolling
Stones, they’re
in there. The

Beastie Boys are
in there; they’re
young. Hall and
Oates were just

in there, and
Checker they’re still mak-
ing money.”

He made the comments on the
red carpet for the annual Song-
writers Hall of Fame gala in New
York where Checker performed
“Let’s Twist Again” for the
ASCAP Centennial celebration.

At the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame induction ceremony in
April, Daryl Hall mentioned
that Hall and Oates was the first
Philadelphia-based band to be in-

ducted. After mentioning Chubby
Checker, he said: “Why isn’t he
in?”

He’s not alone. Before going
into the ceremony, legendary
songwriter Kenny Gamble — of
the songwriting team Gamble
and Huff — said he feels Checker
is long overdue.

“I think Chubby Checker
should be in the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame. He’s the only per-
son I know to have the same song
go to No. 1 twice.”

Ford injures ankle
on set of ‘Star Wars’

Harrison Ford was hospital-
ized after being injured on the set
of “Star Wars: Episode VIL.”

Disney said the 71-year-old
actor was being treated for an
ankle injury that happened dur-
ing filming Thursday. The “Star

Wars” sequel is being filmed at
Pinewood Studios near London.

The accident wasn’t a stunt se-
quence, but involved the door of a
spacecraft from the film.

The Millennium Falcon, which
Ford’s Han Solo pilmed in the
first “Star Wars” trilogy,” was re-
cently dlsclosed as part of “Epi-
sode V]

Dlsney said shooting will con-
tinue as planned while Ford
recuperates.

Other news

mMatt Lauer, a fixture on
NBC’s “Today” show for two de-
cades and a co-host since 1997,
will remain on the show for a few
more years. The network said
Friday that Lauer had agreed to
a contract extension for multiple
years, although it would not spec-
ify how long.

m Neil Patrick Harris will leave
hit Broadway show “Hedwig and
the Angry Inch,” and Andrew
Rannells will slip into his wigs.
Producers of the Tony Award-
winning show said Thursday that
Harris will play his final perfor-
mance on Aug. 17. Rannells will
take over Aug. 20.

m Jake Gyllenhaal will make his
Broadway debut later this year
with a work by a playwright he’s
come to admire. The Manhattan
Theatre Club said Thursday the
“Brokeback Mountain” star will
appear in Nick Payne’s “Constel-
lations,” which has been a hit in
London. Previews begin Dec. 16

mThe Los Angeles County dis-
trict attorney’s office has declined
to file a felony charge against pop
star Justin Bieber in an alleged
tussle with a woman over a cell-
phone at a family entertainment
center.
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Priceline buys OpenTable for $2.6B

By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AND JosEPH P1sant
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Priceline has
negotiated a $2.6 billion entree
into the restaurant business.

The global travel booking king
announced Friday it is acquir-
ing OpenTable Inc. in a deal that
would put Priceline into a new
business doing for restaurant res-
ervations much what it does for
hotel bookings.

The deal should give Priceline
a new way to cater to its increas-
ingly mobile-savvy customers,
while parlaying Priceline’s global
reach to expand OpenTable to
other countries.

“Travelers are diners,” Pric-
eline Group CEO and President
Darren Huston said on a con-
ference call. “It’s the same cus-
tomers. There’s opportunity to
cross-promote brands.”

In a statement, OpenTable CEO
Matt Roberts cited Priceline’s ex-
pertise in online marketing glob-
ally on all types of devices.
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“They have an exceptional
track record of customer service
in dozens of languages around
the world,” Roberts said.

Priceline will pay $103 per
share, which is a 46 percent pre-
mium to OpenTable Inc.’s Thurs-
day closing price of $70.43.

Shares of OpenTable soared
$34.05, or more than 48 percent,
to close at $104.48 Friday. Pric-
eline shares fell $36.70, or 3 per-
cent, to $1,189.30.

Priceline, which generated
sales of $6.8 billion last year, has
made a series of acquisitions over
the last decade, most recently last
year’s purchase of Kayak.com, an
online travel site. The acquisitions
focused on travel — until now.

During the conference call Fri-
day, Huston noted the latest deal
doesn’t signal it’s going on any
acquisition binges. In fact, Price-
line’s main business is still grow-
ing well, he said. But he noted
OpenTable offers an opportunity
to increase the size of its market.

In an interview with The As-
sociated Press, Huston said the
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company has seen OpenTable as
an acquisition target for many
years. The time was right now.
OpenTable seats more than 15
million diners per month at more
than 31,000 restaurants. It allows
users to make free reservations
at restaurants through its website
and mobile apps. It makes money
by charging restaurants fees for
the bookings. Users can also read
reviews and view menus through
the website or mobile app.
OpenTable, founded in 1998,
has enjoyed double-digit growth
for the past several years and
generated revenue of $190 mil-
lion last year. That’s up 18 per-
cent from the year before and
more than triple its 2008 revenue
of $55.8 million. In 2010, it pur-
chased toptable.co.uk, a similar
site in the United Kingdom.
OpenTable will remain head-
quartered in San Francisco and
will operate as an independent
business led by its current man-
agement team.
Huston said Priceline’s first
goal is to expand OpenTable in-
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ternationally. Users can already
book restaurants in London, Ber-
lin, Hong Kong and other cities,
but Huston said it is seeking to
add more cities. Because Price-
line already has “offices in every
major city in the world,” doing so
should be seamless, he said.

OpenTable also is working on
making it easier to sign up new
restaurants to its service, Hus-
ton said. The company is creat-
ing a cloud-based system instead
of using the hardware it now
needs restaurants to install to use
OpenTable.

At Priceline, an average of
more than 1 million guests stay in
accommodations booked through
one of its brands each night. Its
brands include Booking.com,
priceline.com, agoda.com, and
rentalcars.com and it has rela-
tionships with more than 480,000
properties in more than 200 coun-
tries and territories worldwide.

Both boards of Priceline and
OpenTable unanimously ap-
proved the deal, which is targeted
to close in the third quarter.
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: TF EACH MAIN DIVISION
OF NEW YORK CITY HAD AN ANIMAL LEADER,
WOULD THEY BE THE FIVE BURROS?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals F
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FREE AD Guidelines:

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

+ Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information
No websites will be accepted in Free ads.

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

STARSH&STRIPES.

CLASSIFIE

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad.

- - =

Sell fast/ Buy fast

PACIFIC

When you see this 5

camera icon go to stripes.com
to view the uploaded photo.

ClassifiedsEUROPE ...

CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

040

i 140

SCAM
FADS

Classifieds scams can
target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements.

Beaware of the common
red flags.
Some of the latest Scam

W Vehicle buyers wanting to
buy sight unseen and have
the vehicle shipped
through an agent using
paypal.

W People saying Free Dog
(different breeds) for
adoption.

Events 04

European Sustainment Scram-
ble Golf Tournament $92.00
Winer: Monday, 16 June, 2014
at 1000hrs Where: Erster Golf
Club  D-66509, Reischweiler-
Mulbach, ~Germany Format
Four Person Best Ball Scram-

utting

0 prizo for_the lucky

person to put from 50 feet inlo
mail:

Eurﬂcne1 @yahoo.com

484-797

&auinordonio civemailmi

FREE Pancake Breakfast The

joseph.e.cleboski.civ@mail.mil

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfll the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
relationship between
sellers and buyers of
merchandise advertised in
the newspaper or on the
web site.

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

Free Europe-wide delivery

o]

BMW, 118, 2009 $9500.00
Awesome  BMW, ~ purchased
from German_dealership, one
previous owner, German Spec:
Diesel, gets amazing gas mile-
age and goes fast Have to sol
before | PCS. miles,

ot incl would only
pay tax if you are not US-
sponsored_here in G )
Great car and | hate o let it gof

mail me if interested
hmklug@gmail.com

BMW, 316 Compact, 1904
$2000.00 2 door red, good con

Automotive 140
it O STEH P01

Raert il @ mailmil

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

insurance
Now Available -
www.patriot-autos.net
“We are Patriots!"

udi, A4 Quattro, 2007
$13900.00 US specs, 2.0 Turbo,
d leather seats,
Navi, ~sunroof,
dealer maintained, ‘gray with
black, tinted wmdows Cai chris
0964 .
015161500341
Audi, S5, 2012 $41000,00 Mint
ondition spec 42 Liter
Fue\ oaineg | ipiegtion &FSI) Ve
ine P m

B lles

081 Tranamisgion Qriginel al
rchase Price: 356,418 VIN:
AUGVAFRACAO 4 built in

Ingolstad Gem\any‘fms is the
last production year of the

ih 26 enang. Premium Pl

Equipment Package, Sport Dif-

ferential Package, Bang & Oluf-

sen Audjo,

o e
ance winter 113 ncluced) y

ional complele” set of nterior
floor "ma ed
;4961707123051 JHECTEY

hnson@hotmail.com

ol g, G069
% d
e®

W, 3161, 1997 $3000.00 Fun
el o0t Automatip trans.
mission. Seat heaters. Sum
and wintor fros 307 Sh Whosls,
Porfect condition. Pictures aren't
loading, please. emall ‘me for
pictures! 015256081938  erineli
Zabef@hotmail.com

BMW,

8i, 1993 $500,00 "93
Blackl

31

1t has around 288,000

eed _some

work. It's a

Ruod pvojec( "lor ' meananic o

boyit, The price s negotia-
%Bday @ghait

BMW 325, 3251 2002 84900,00

eted on time Mneage 160000

Kool B Stemeores Sttt
Gindersy g 25 LSt

alminiur. nm:
air - condition, parmng
power  'windows,
ol font seat heat!

o0 dhangor | \ncludes
S5eCof summer res &
winterfires oong
01622963277 hanna_kraft@ho
tmail.com

BMW, 5231, 1999 §5000.00 6
CYL, 5 Spd Manual, Runs and
1o0ks “new! MPG, Heated
(ahor Soats, "6 disk-C

Changer.  New " Tireserakes,
Ardes “Awesomel
0174-625-6999

S

MW, 5281, 1998 $4300.00
ngh\ "ol Solid cruiser Moon
pwr seals, pwr windows
AHcy Wheels. New tires.  rear
$Pritge, font brgkee. Frandu

g

Endion Ratee @ gmal tom

BMW, 535, 1998 = $3500.00

eats
Carl015207266409 - shenitamoo
n@ymail.com

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142
BMW M3, 2011 545000 00, m des, E200, 1999
28, Aping | S905,% ﬁ?("{d mﬁ}’"o‘;dezuoqg SEA0000-£or sale s dn AUTO: | Subaru, Outback XT Limited, | yw Goit 2011, MY LO
Wmte& B\ack Premmm Leather. include U S’ navigation. Brand | MATIC _Gorgeous _blue-green | 2008 gwesoo 00 This is not yout vouR GMN‘ Remmg o Ha\y
um, Cold, and Com- Honda 1106 ate, oil, and | color. German specs, inepec. | everyday station wagon! It ‘has oy ange W
GNI 0 remium ell M(ers mcl\med in urchaya UO"E passed. lo. pmb\ems‘ 5" ‘"‘e' -cooled, turbocharged Amenca spec pay
Bt pordfi, SCTME | e R S | O e e i 25 M b e g | B B B
graion:” anu many other"siend: purchass. °”% Sune P Brics | 83400 ash please, We aro 1 | b f ¢f torque T can more than | | 5“"§’d53"¥ 2ot “5";', Gy 'Sp':;‘g
slos
Smukns% Shiw S gsg.?,““?g,‘:@%vgm com a1 e m e 9'317 | Rliobain and sl el Sdw | Sterdive g Leion, & | s‘r?é’»b“éyr
\gg CaH Cvang 17659350 -983. covered hills wi full- m all- Steeringindows—oor: Tilt
+4917038750¢ DSN 421-51171 wheel ~ drive. EQUIDP with ‘wheel, Keyless entry
_— Subaru s eystam wih rree | poal Arbage, Sige A¥; Bags
Honda, Civic, 2012 $20000.00, MAP: sport-tuned | Eront' & Rear Head C %‘r

BMW. X3 281, 2013 §32000,00
80, blue | Dlack iferior
“automatic, 21500
hBted Saaia. winisr DG lec
pig, Navigation, ' POC. bW
great

Corvette
Y80 001307

vable ) glores, n
ity Hess Stofeo, B Modd
Exhaust, Clear Bra, Imegrated
Rhcar”

ase  Detector. _IMMACULATE!

Iust reduced +49 o]
1309 803, email éiic.reeves.d.c
tr@us.afmil

Equinox 34,40 F

resonater and and muffler)

S1Tii6s <ot o ongnl 16
4l wheater and set of Summer
20' crome wheels must call and
500 01726525750

hrysler, PT Cruiser Tourin
Sho 2006 $4250.00 U
Specs!’ Single. cwner - Low
fleage - Auns greatl _$1000
8 due o impending

Valid 2014° Swiss

as bons! Cal 0556 bk ot

Corvette, Coupe, 2000 , White,
Biack Leather Auto Trars, Fully
loaded, 55,000 Miles.

Boh white and ot

Ghangeabie Foof. Top. _Only
diver in_the  summer. Siors
and _cover-up _in a Garage.
§1e.50000 an Contact

t, 500, 2009 $6000.00 1.2 8V
S1KW (69PS, pulomatic, AC,
o, Ne /M aII ather tres:

P

§SBbokih recent Synthcle ol

change. 51 HEG.“Avafable

5 ]
g

july In” Ramstein. non-smoki

owner. excellent condition

473 7344996 stitch 92@hotmai
om

o7
Explo rer  XLT, 20 B
$92800 P800 i, 5050
Sondilon hon sicr £

acka SRt B o

Gell phone, front_and_rear
climate conirol: seals 7 passen:
er._clean fitie in hand." 14,000

traceyandkathy @yahoo.com

Ford, Focus SE, 2008
gssoﬁm for sale $6.900." Has
miles "and runsgreal

Siver inColor, Standard fans:

ion, has o stan on the PS
fronf séal bt can be sham-
00ed Yamees. Rvaret

Fommadiatdl. T harestod. -cat
us al 075-152:85555 10 sse the

o]

Ford, Mustang Roush 4277,

Seperonarged St

SHAPE!, 2008 $2¢

Factoy " flousn’ 4271

charged Must

T Bue fag" nter
Ouner, " Housh

leage, 1
it with SCT_Tune
{601 4200l Torguel. Excep:
onally Clean Congion, Smole
i mpered-Garage. kept,

Suispension-Equipment,
Al Roush Tool
K> Bt Slota i per
;an 5 k Rmms. rig. Win-

@rs.Paperwork,

one

elc, 061172431
ick bo Jawless @ gmail.com

Ranger XLT,
i truck is'in good

gnce it was y
> Pireli tires and the
Gre rpiaced last e
Has'a bed finer for casy clea

up Tun
Sfowsdg@yanoo.com

§i.6 Speed -door
015148803465
hotmail.com

S Spec,

Honda, Pilot, 2007 $9250.00
This is a EX-L with 128 300
miles. It is 3 very' dependable
ionico,tnet has ‘Seon most of
Europe! Very maintained
wmn B mamianarts Mk

w Al weather trcs (less o

& folors
"o B “Taes)” Wil
Cimp and timing Delt feplaced
ftfround 140K miles. Cledn iijo
in_hand. Seling due
Non-smoking famiy Inspecl\
o own-

Sutgart
M
Liberty Limited, 2008

.| 3390060 5nFmal Owner;
gy Usea: Ol &
icw

s | Kaiieny oo nd Arakes (1538

miss 530" Fa
e Bromin 88cha A
AT MFS

053
S
8

NAV (US Only) Sunrogf, Backy

Sen:
Sirtent maps mcluded Ceather
upholstery” w heated
front seats; Tempsva(ure control
AC Class Il ow package

Remote start, FN e
inside ~Full-size  spare
Li9ieoredi7s

Lexus, IS 200, 2001 $6000.00
Heated seals, Power windows,

locks, _driver ' seat Winter_and
summer tires New breaks Blue.
footh stereo’ Everything. works!
sheasfa@yahoo.com

MAZDA, 6, 2008 $8000.00 -US
SPECS - Automatic - Winter and

ummer Tires (Only one set of
rims) - Power  locks, _indow,
seats Below book value !

I£5 Been i curope for 5 yedrs

CaPS B 0 1 Ve
/Sn314-598-3300
o]

Mazda, Miata, 1994 $1200,00
Just in o _summer. Car
TS Greh Telobic andClots af
fun. Email gf.boolh@yahoo,com
or call between 1700 and 2100
S0 Gos1-18557083. Located n
Bamberg

Mercedes Benz, C220,
$2406.00, Elegarice, 2 3 ey 4
oyl jne, 150
25 10305 gas Bone IR

maiic, Sunroof, Folding 'Rear
Seais. Slmmer and wnier reS.
Buns Well| Good Gas. Miea

£nd Reliable. Flecenﬂe/ Serwced
New Usareur inspectio
in Wiesbaden 0611

Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1995, §1900 0. Al
Wheel Drive, 8.2 Vo6, 225
HP, E\ectwmc Stabllny Contol
Braking Assi

Bl nitn Biue Uphoste

Baly, Good Mieage.
nm, pussesslon for 10y
High” kms but well mam\amed
gees, no ol
Wie: b resitorad
RO e edSa el
611-60 or
015223389615 0162-6410840
o]

Mercedes Benz, SLK 320, 2001
$8300.00 G pecs, Mer-

new brakes, il
heated Seste,
fims.

on
18aving
&any. | woulda be Saim
all”_seriois ‘offers  consideret
mail pellatons @yahoo.com

gasou o Blue 2% sadan,
ropean Sg Passed _ in-
spection on 27 May 2014. PCS
o T3 June, Avaiibie mmed:
ately. 314-537-2257

Mercedes, E-250 cdi 2011
S3700068, Advanigarde, -
I, periect condition, gar
metali biack. \eamer hez"eﬁ
i
ic

bags, auiomate sieorin
oy, Bar I Bern winCongngl
oW n e r
WDD2122031A306650. _For
more information please contact
Paul at spencerid @yahoa com
or +49 171 765

MINI S, 2006 $8900.00 For sale
s myfed. ‘The car s in gre

e m sei B e Bought &
ésaou takes it
patmmou%s vahoo.com willia
Ineaton70@yahoo.com

Qpol, Astra - DIESEL, 2001
$2000.00 Opel Asira 2001, runs

=3,

u
iesbaden o|7sssasnssa
sergelana@gmail co

Bontisc Surflre, 2
upe ‘SE, 2003 &
er
ACTOMATCL . Blon " Shcel
dnve el Efticient Tan sporte
G 23 35 city 33 hi
eall chowit> AFTOT)
ER ist_this car for $5,495
Asking only $1990. obo” 45
48 Fecining Bucke! Sea
B brskes DuAl fon absds,
Spoler, - Power sleerng” &
more - non-smoker 4856763

oSBSS

et

s

Porsche, Boxster 003
$18000.00 Just Iur\ed “up. an
Certified by Porsche Nuremberd
U8 Spoc spon ackage. B0ss | &
o
BReBi arand e tres. xénch
headiamps "and water’ pump.
interior and paint
fresh g a
dealer.” Extremely
dive in (aiermany 1058 oux ;‘wev

gtwellman@gmail.com

Pors oxster
28850 Bexslen Eondton
(U5 SEECS) Last Seryice Apr
014 64, C Bover S Goler
Carrarg_White, & Cocoo BRN

NerT

Cosrat
35Bis WA Siustory molging- O
TIONS: PPAT. Pref. Pk with
Tip (shift Padides) Wind Deflec

tor mirrors Rain
Crest

Tis:
ver. More pics ‘are

0151-29'163586
ray lol@gmail.com

Renault, Gran Scenic_1.9dCi,
2004 $4899.00 " 7-seat " (two
Collapse i trunk), German
‘Secﬁ spd, 1.9 dCi

B Sugipers. Has B DL
folding PM.CC, on Soard com
uter, 6 air bags, AW FM-CD.
Faciion. Gontral tru
G storace comparmant:
elc. Passed German and US
inspection. New trailer hitch, 4x
aluminum rims and_excellent

ehicle in
Honenfels. 0172624506, bim
2y007 @hétmail.com

Subaru, Outback 3.6_Limited,
2012 $27900.00 AWD 3.6
engine, Gray with black leather
interior; sunroof, Power window:
an, remium sound
system, “Bluetooth, CD_player
wit and aux jacks, cold
weather package with heated
seats, and 25mpg  highway
01712679174

Slspension. It can do'al of this
in comfort, with perforated leath-
or povier seals, powor windows,
S oo, and Adtomati, Gimais
Sontrol The Outback XT was
only mac and
has been commele\y mscomln-
ied_by"Subart

BESMG back (o our fam i
(g and road a Tick 50 wh
have priced it well below book
valuo. Comes wilh an extra sel

with 90%
. 53K miles and
oet ot Paich for

S Fona
well cared for
B %est drve. 46 (0) 7
5257 et amabiom
o)

Toyota, Tundra 4WD, 2010
$§26000100 T, ‘double 'cab -
Leather seats'(neated fronf) -
Disc cd_ changer - Back
camera and sensors - Long bed
 Just under 46,000 Wil * Bed
-over and Bed liner - Brand new
Sl Weather tres -(one. WeeK) -
Limied edfion . WaY' below
book value for either ihe privale
sale and off course the ‘dealer
pice Call or textfor a test diive

0170 dsn
$l4-598.5300
Volkswagen, Jetta GLI 201
25500.00, fully \oaueuf Save
2000, Jover

510 nav m European
e s loaded with speed
gt o trans.

m‘las\on Ieamev LED tallignis;

room new! Extertr i platinum
gray metallic with black leather
nterior. _16000miles ' 35500

mail ponEC3B00@yano
Sicom or call’1630-2100. 08374
992270

Volvo 4 door, Limousine, S-80,

00.00

Inlsm\lﬂsnl Weets, Winter heal:
surround

summer fires
h_young22@hotmail.com
E

Volvo, XC60  T6, 2011

szsﬁuh 00"~ White 'exterior
m and brown leather inte

S ll-wheel drve, xenon mov.

ing Readlamps, all woaiher ﬂuor

and cargo mat

pels o Sargo ) sea(s ealeu

parklng sensms E\uemum uual
climate,

and m ase
me for piciu 135 5 o aoh

t cdezlowe@gmail.com. Loca-
Ied T lesheirmwad Windsheim

VW, Golf, 2005 $7650.00 power
windows and, locks, power sun

oon roof, 4 door' with hatch,
AC, CD, heated seats, includes
surhmer abd wite

ssed inspection,

Sandition. ‘approx ileage 7dk
iocated “in Ga
4915154786535

VW, Goll, 2011 $16698.00 MY
LOSs, YOUR GAIN! Refiring to
lialy, iheyll make me change
the American specs o Euro, &

pay 22% tax on initial price! My
siver Baby gets 45 VPG, is fully
loaded with_manual - 6-speed
overarive, traction & stabilly
control, ABS (4 wheel), Power

foering & Windov

Tilt_wheel, Keyless entry, AC.
Dual

iri
satellite and Bluetooth ereless
aytime  running i K
e Very goonbonditon, prics
includes winter_tires.
Inspection due in June, 5o shell
be in perfect health for youl
Dealer 'maintained. Call Jar
01609-233-2185, DS,
467-2392, ~ or eves
09820-918-6509,  Ansbach
Available end of July. janice.a.g
unn civ@ mail.mil

25

Bags " Sound
Stereo,
sa\eune and Bidoros

stom. mc\udes
Sirlus
|re|ess
Bayime_ ruming " liis, " 48K
ks Socbonghion, pice
\Includes %?mer tires. &é%\gsﬂ
e
et & Soul
Beaior Priaitained. . Cal Jan
01609:233-2185, DS
87,2892, ot
Availal

eves
20-918-6509,  Ansbach
ilable end of July

W, Jetta GLI, 2013 $25500.00
it Autobahn package, loaded!

2yr frge service an warran,
1y. 1 Sooeang eel
ackaags reaan o s
Rear”camera, | olc.
06374 992270
Autos for Sale
Benelux 150

0d9e, . Magnum, 2008
12000.00_Excellent Gondition.
7 Liter, AirGond. Pwr Wind
ks DriverSeal Pedals. MP3
Single Disc Sirus Radio, New
brakes rotors installed 2012. US
erman  Spec. Dealer
Maintained, +do17670326520 d
avid.leake @gmail cor

Motorcycles 164

Harley Davidson, Road_Kin
Classic, 2010 sméco 00 E>

ots of ex
2 Malca ins bk

il 2014, Standard
eatures; 96 _inc

becd transmission.
front fog Tghts,
detachable windshield, and vi-
reducing ool _boards.

floths: Screamin

Eagle stage ‘one upgrade ki,
improved_ air cleaner, and_ex-
haust system; plus many Tour-
ing elxtras email Carl.e.moen@
gmail

Harley-Davidson, Road_Giide
Ultra {FLTRU), 2012 $20500.00
g Blue  Pearl

cross-spoke wheels; 9,600 m
EXSalioht condltion, alviays ga-
raged "and_adull rddgn, ‘1o
Uos 3t al Over S6K 'in
DDQrades (full VEH  exhaust
Ae Powev Vlslon 12" Wild

at with arver backrest, uick

detach Tou v-Fak ot of
gxtra chrome)) Tuo much to st

auumonal delals”and pics.
yate salg and | havo tro Tl\ls m
ke, locates
acbaten. 6151 2757537
o]

Harley-Davidson, Road _Kin
VS TRt ARy FLHRSES,
7310535800, 144
Awsome Ccndmon Bk Ob-
idan, DiamondDust

g
Round' wolpQne SeFlace uner
Swept Pass Foo Board:
SR Ui Sk Bass
Pegs_ Moved to_AdjHwy

Nkt Chiome Swic) es,
jeOpener, endent’ Aux
o Wirakt 9\7570325920
david leake @gmail.cor

ov
e e A

for PCs, Just purchased last
SR et Cinee
Bore 01835 368 TANE
o]

Motorcycles 164

Suzuki, Hayabusa GXR 1.
[imied Edlon, 00 7 23699
Very BUSA gsigned for
sermus Sport riders. A Gompl
fion” of power, cnsF andh
ana aevody arica. in SacolioRt
Feom_ conditon) On

\Fes) wil
Inferested, please cortact M at

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Ford, Escape, 2009 $12000.00.
Greal condition. Single_owner
gcn smoker) _purchased _in
010, Perfect size for traveling
urope. _ Freshly
Brand new front”lower
ams win ball gmns,

v

o
:

$1000 take

layer
01747082958 m-?‘xaryguyw@;
i com

o]

Trucks 174

e:
and tyrods; hail damage: runs
great, can seat 7. Photos are

re-fail dam
imelost@gmail

Computers 360

Apple Mac Mini $650.00 Comes
loaded with Adobe CS5, Adobe

or best offer. Bret
0151-22346825. mineralgrey@
/ahoo.com

Sport _switch  10-100
S7550 1 % 2 They work and
in good conditon.” Seling be-
cause | dont use them
Seb3ey@gmatcom

" | Furniture/Appliances 511

Washer and Dryer set $800.00

e dryer is a Bosh Maxx 7
Sensitve. 0162 2730348

Musical Instruments 740

PRS Guitar $850.00 Tremonti
SE slectrc guftar, gloss biack:
Professionally sef up and

- Buntar "ol
Lotta _Humbucker_pickups.  In-
cludes new ard_shell
case. foundabout7803@yahoo.
c

Bippen ht Piano
s1 ppen Lg:mgm piano-
Iightcolored

s9la 1985, “Excellent conm—
tion. Price negotiable. You
up in Thrapsion, Urited
Gom! (44)1832720400
o)
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NHL

Kings celebrate 2nd Gup, plot run for 3rd

Addition of Gaborik, core players in their prime have LA poised for a burgeoning dynasty

By GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Drew
Doughty never hesitates to say
what the rest of the Los Angeles
Kings are only thinking, and the
star defenseman’s mind was al-
ready on a third Stanley Cup title
while his team-
mates celebrat-
ed their second
on the ice be-
hind him.

Doughty said
the Kings were
“going to want
to win it again” Friday night after
the Kings’ double-overtime, Cup-
winning victory over the New
York Rangers.

With two NHL championships
in three years, the Kings are
building a hockey dynasty in an
unlikely place. Hollywood’s team
is hardly the most glamorous in
the league, but the Kings’ com-
mitment to hard work, team de-
fense and playoff excellence puts
them in position to contend for
years to come.

Los Angeles’ core is mostly in
its prime, a balanced collection
of gritty veterans and promising
young talent. The Kings have only
three unrestricted free agents,
including late-season acquisition
Marian Gaborik.

What’s more, they’ve built a

culture of winning that got them
through a grueling 26-game post-
season run that included a 3-0
deficit in the first round, three
consecutive seven-game series in
the Western Conference playoffs,
and three overtime games in the
Cup finals.

The Kings have no worlds left to
conquer, but they’re eager to do it
again when training camp opensin
three months — after an appropri-
ate celebration, of course. They’ll
have a parade through downtown
Los Angeles on Monday.

“We’ve got a special group
here,” goalie Jonathan Quick said.
“We just finished four incredible
difficult and exhausting rounds.
These were probably the most tir-
ing two months of hockey I've ever
played. So we have a special group
to be able to overcome everything
we’ve been challenged with, and
we just want to party now.”

Indeed, the frequently humor-
less Quick broke out some sweet
dance moves in the Kings’ dress-
ing room while they partied with
the Cup on Friday night. After
captain Dustin Brown carried the
Stanley Cup into the room, coach
Darryl Sutter took a long drink
from the bowl while bubbly and
beer sprayed all around him.

The Kings have an enviable
leadership tandem in general
manager Dean Lombardi and

ClassifiedsEUROPE

Jae C. Hong/AP

With only three unrestricted free agents, the Los Angeles Kings’
team of gritty veterans and promising young talent could remain
intact for a shot at repeating as Stanley Cup champions.

Sutter, two hockey lifers who fi-
nally claimed the ultimate prize
in the back half of their careers
— and then did it again.

When Lombardi gets back to
work, he’ll likely only make small
tweaks to his championship ros-
ter. Of the 24 players on the Kings’
2012 championship roster, 17 are
still with the organization, and
they’ve all bought into the Kings’
wildly successful style.

Veteran defensemen Matt
Greene and Willie Mitchell are
unrestricted free agents, and
Dwight King is a restricted free
agent. The biggest question mark

information on Commercial Ra

CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN:

is Gaborik, who led the NHL
postseason with 14 goals after ar-
riving from Columbus in March.

The 32-year-old Slovak wing
showed he’s still an elite goal-
scorer who likely could command
a hefty new contract. But after 13
seasons under the microscope of
enormous expectations in Min-
nesota, New York and Columbus,
Gaborik seemed grateful to take
a complementary role with the
Kings — and he loves living in
sunny Los Angeles.

The Kings also must evaluate
center Mike Richards, whose of-
fensive production has declined

583-9012

alarmingly from his earlier totals.
‘While Sutter praises him as a key
role player, Richards is making
an awful lot of money for a glue
guy — an average of $5.75 million
over the next six seasons.

But Los Angeles deserves a
summer to bask in its remarkable
achievements. The Kings have
won a jaw-dropping 10 playoff se-
ries in the last three years, losing
only to Chicago in last season’s
Western Conference finals.

The Kings won't lack rivals for
their crown next season.

California hockey has never
been better, with Pacific Division
champion Anaheim and peren-
nial contender San Jose poised to
be good again next year. Dallas
and Minnesota made significant
strides this season, and St. Louis
still looks like a force.

But the Kings realize their big-
gest rival for the next few years is
likely to be the Blackhawks. The
Kings ousted the defending cham-
pions in Game 7 of the Western
Conference finals on Alec Marti-
nez’s overtime goal, but Chicago
will be back with hunger.

“During the Olympics, I always
thought about this, ‘How are we
going to beat Chicago? How are
we going to beat Chicago?’” Sut-
ter asked. “Dean got Gaborik. We
were able to put some kids in, go
from there.”
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Smith&Wesson Model 64 Re-

Come Visit Garmisch**

Flexible SturdiBag Pet Carrier
(smal) $40.00 PGSing s
With a cat or a small dog? | have
the perfect carrier St you s
(NEW, (hzs "peen
to_the vet
Cator: smoke Difmensions: 18
X1 16 Flexble Hoight
E,180le fo cats and oy bre
up lo 12 pounds nabfm"i .
ra comfortable pa and_sunglasses
inside. Wil ship_to APO. dm
where in Europepmaumonal co§| reel "EE Lt you

Hha questions
Biddsrooto2 Vickicb2@ gmal.com

LimitedEdtion Electric Snow-
jgles_$75.01

- Oreng

Chrbme o)L used

2. Comes

ClassifiedsPACIFIC

Ele:!nc E(g 55 Gugg\es (Take It o
B

NIB_ Adizero_ F30_ TRX FG
Men's Size 12) $65.00 OBO -
occer clals aro nevi nbox and

wore “simply the_ wrong_size
hen_ ordered. Feol ffee” 1o

you have _ any

GRasiond. ickiodS® grcom

o]
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64

K-Frame

steel Frame & cylinder like new
less than 12 rounds through I,
win hosters, Contact. Bob

93-4037,
01772004 06308-6254° ik
abig20@hotmail.com

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km
Garmisch Hot tub/sauna

www.forsthaus-oberau.de

o]
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4 Qually Hand Guns & Pistole
$950.01 Mint, never fired
g eciton Deserl~ Storm
9mm Beretta.

fired only

50 firec

24| vehicle. The summer

Tios $100,00 Noed to get 1id of
some summer tires (wheel
sy o 28570116 Ven
cle for tires was sold back in
2013 with winter fires stil on
1 tires were

condition. The price
OBO. If _interested,
07031-4921281.  Serious

| Gros ony.

PacificClassifieds@stri
KOREA D

Visit Stripes.com
for detai
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BMW, 3201, 2005 $6800.00 Mint
condifion 2005, BMW _ 3201,
Beautitul car "in outstandin
condition. Runs_ great -
goviced wiecords, leathorinea:
s, navigation,
o ats 2o
nths. Purchased ihis care
0. Car i
fivel Low
! 44500 orignal mics Ckan
0 By 20B0 B 265 65
84s2"4%8) sandiegogary @yah

Toyota, b8, 2008 $5000.00
14 Road Tax paid
less

52

2465782 yeo@heiwa.com

WWW,0CONUS.Com

Read STARS#STRIPES. online at

www.stripes.com

Ford, E350XLT  Super Duf
onversion ~ VAN~ 200
1900000 Rocky Ridge “Con:

yersion v 2seenger, ke

and ath-
Bt Woot intoror Power
jows  Mirrors.

rs, _Dual

=
§

HD
WreiRs Fasana P Gama
consme  ~hilps | LEb DAL, Third

e a flat bed Can
e e Fohwe, BUS fare.
in_Chrome Wheels;
OBO ~ 010-9934-8332
010-9924-8332

Ford, Esca%ﬁ 2008, $9000.00
Seape XLS' Seort
eel

hange

out
SoBmachan cogve with the | end,

can _Kelly Blu
Condition” with  mileage =
U adkiny SB683° ¢
aul @ 010-4727-3772 Email
paulsrichards77 @ gmail.com pa
Uisrichards 77 @gmail.com
o]

k- in fair

Mustan
255bu 00 525. 5%0 PCS oo
ime &ler
S
R
Eriormance Brembo brake, sys.
lom, upgmned radiator & ol
cooler, “TON* Slectronic
Stabillty contro
ocsid ating Sesi. Ford
QUG Bluetooin 'LOW MILE:
AGI ‘ 00mi), | Qast and
beauliful 9,00;
R
jeku k@hutmal\ 1c8m
3’9 973
jekuyk@hotmail.com

Ford, Fiesta, 2011 $12000.00
2011 Ford Flesta

Ford, Thunde automatic, m\\
£908 0 sty hunaor: Ieatfier bleck interigr, Ful loa
bird LX Al original 42,000 miles. 3000 imiles
4.6 Liter V-8 Automatic Power o \ s b \caH new car M
dindows and 100k New Qres ¥ g9od
New startor Now brako._pads ond o= $13721 AskmF ny
Alloy ‘ims Cold Keyless | $12,0

entry Fung and Brives oredi o | 8164 ail paulsnc

K bost  offer
818-2057 7059 61050577656
o]

0 o7,
ards77@gmaﬂ com” palsichar
ds77@gmail.co

Mini, Countryman
$28000.00 Horb are the featuros
in the Mini Cou
vedPSpfn

y Package
Ko it Fal
Mileage.

d:palierson@am
518306948 Shinard | patierson
“av@mailmi

®

eep, Grand Cherokee Linjled,
200 $18000.00 | have a 2008
Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited
il 1ne'5.7L HEMI engine with

o5 ec(ab\e “ottare %F iy Toaden
inclu D oeas
o

jon,
ekt
aisg has Toathor” inierir, tow
pa

ckags, moontoot, and émota
sarter”rear, bac) a
and arkin

&S0 fatiohy g aHed “Braes,

hoses ffers and bell el recenly
replaced. 01099492208

§sangyong, | Musso. 1996
$1695.00 We'l maintaifed vehi-
gle- Excellen family vehicle Call
o

010-2594-7212

Toyota, Solara, 2007
2007 To 515, 50a12, SE Cotps
KBB o)
OFA ve%‘s‘ered o mns greal
and

Transmission, VER i

int. it Gise changer. new off
Change, recent migrior detal

baehse yy@gmailioom.
1087784498

7500.00
Laupe

Jaehee.yu@gmail.com

Volvo, XCg0, 2013 §34000,00
R-Design Plafinum Package 3.2
b, it has everylmr\g plis

lue Booked at

only
Canahiut ake the veficls wif

and 1o
Contact Tom bt 010-842-5867

o xcd0sall@gmall com tom.aw
fence@gmail tor

Visi Stripes.com for details.
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BMW, F650GS DAKAR, 2008
$4900.00 Excellent condition All

grignal Only
Heated grp
gne Qs
rake pads M 50051 post arer
010-2027-7059 010-2027-7059

Home Electronics 570

Electric Transformers and ac
cessores $60.00 Electric Trar\s
re 2200 To 110V, 5 e
100 s, 3 cac 2000 v ns
8808 Tl & Korex
Sion borde 50 cdch i ot \
9ullels $20.00 for ail 10, 220
110V P roing. oncs
and 5 fPones 10,00 forall 5
all " Pam’ 010-3141.9795
10:8141-979
farkad2 Ggmai. com

Visit Stripes.com
for details.
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net

Saturday’s transactions
BASEBAI.I.
American Leag e

BOSTON RED SOX t OF ne
Victorino, RHP Clay Buchholz and BB Wll\
Middlebrooks to Pawtucket (IL) for re-
hab assignments.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to
terms with RHP Henry Rodriguez on a
minor league contract.

LEVELAND INDIANS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Jared Robinson on a mi-
nor \eague contract.

N ASTROS — Optioned LHP
d s to Oklahoma City (PCL).
Reca\led RHP Josh Zeid from Oklahoma

"Yampa BAY RAYS — Optioned RHP
Angel Sanchez to Montgomery (SL). Sent
OF Brandon Guyer to Durham (IL) for a

rehab assignment.
AYS — Optioned OF
Darin Mastroianni to Buffalo (IL). Rein-
stated RHP Sergio Santos from the 15-

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — opnoned LHP Zac
Rosscup to lowa (PC|
CINGINRATI REDS Placed LHP Sean
Marshall on the 15-day DL, retroactive to
Wednesday. Remstated RHP Mat Latos

from the 60-day Dl
RADG” ROCKIES — Assigned
RHEN wmon bopez outright to Colorado

Springs (PC

LOS | ANGELES DODGERS — Placed INF-
OF e Figgins on the 15-day DL. Re-
RIS Cas Al o Rlbuguer-
que (PCL). Agreed to terms with OF Colin
Hering on a minor league contra

MIAMI MARLINS — Agreed to terms
with S5 Enan Anderson on a minor
league contra

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — _Optioned
F Logan Schafer to

Carlos Leal, SS Jacob Gatewood, OF Mon-
te Harrison and C Matt Martin on minor
Ieague contracts.
‘W YORK METS — Sent OF Eric Young
Jr. to Blnghamton (EL) fcra rehab ass\gn
ment.

greed to terms with RI osh

Prevost na LHP Kelly Secrest on mmcr
league contra

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Sent 38

Cody Asche to Lakewood (SAL) for a re-
hab’assignment. Agreed to terms with
LHP, Matt Voffman_on a minor league
contr

PIT[SURGH PIRATES — Agreed to

Trey supak Mitch Keller ‘and Michael
Clemens. up RHP Vance Woriey

froi ).

PR CARDINALS = Sent LHP Ty-
ler Lyons to Memphis (PCL) for a rehab
assignment.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Placed LHP Troy
Patton on the 15-day DL. Reca\led RHP
Jesse Hahn from San Antonio

National Football League
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Agreed to
terms with S Mike Adams.
Y

National Hockey Lea
DETROIT RED WI Sia

Tomat Notek 19  fwoyear, oty level
contract.
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed
coach Michel Therrien to a four-year
contract extension. Traded F Louis Leb-

naheim for a conditional 2015
R round et ek

National Women's Soccer League
WASHINGTON SPIRIT — Acquired M

Kerstin Garefrekes on

Frankhurt (Carmany) tor The ramAinder

of the season.

OLLEG
LIMESTONE — Named Sam Holmes
women's assistant soccer coach.

AEGON Championship
Saturday
At The Queen’s Club
London

n (WT250)
rass-Outdoor

Purse:
Surface:

inals
Grigor Dummov (4), Bu ana, def. Stan
Wawrinka (1), Switzerland, 6-2, 6-4.
Feliciano Lopez (10), Sl;!amv def. Radek
Stepanek (15), Czech Republic, 7-6 (1),

Do hI

Semi
Alexander Peya, Ausma‘ and Bruno
Soares (2), Brazil, def. Daniel Nestor,
g:a,snzdaa and Nenad Zimonijic (3), Serbia,
lamie Murray, Britain, and John Peers,
Australia, def. Julien Benneteau and Ed-
?Au)ard Roger-Vasselin (7), France, 6-4, 7-6

AEGON Classic

At Edghaston PrYo y Club
in,

$71 (Premler)
Firtace: Gralss-omd

Ser
Ana Ivanovic Gy, Seria, def. Zhang
shuai ©), China, 62 6-2
ora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech
Republic, def. Casey bellacdua (16), Aus-
tralia, 7-6 (5), 6-1.
JDoubles

inals
Rauel Kops-Jongs ahé Abigail Spears
(), United States, det. Cara Black, 2im-
babwe, and Sania Mirza (1), India, 3-6,

“Ashicigh Barty and casey Dellac-
qua (2), Australia, def. Caroline Garcia,
France, and Zhang Shuai, China, 6-4, 6-2.

Gerry Weber Open

Saturday
At Gerry Weber Stadion
afle, Germany
Purse: Sl .1 million (WT250)
Surface: Grass-Outdoor

es

semifinals

Alelandro Falla, Colombia, def, Philipo

Kohischreiber, Germany, 4,
oor Foderer O3 Gwitzarian, et

Kei Nishikori (4), JﬂDan 6-3,7-6 (4).

uhles

Marco chuudmelh ang Roger Federer,
Switzerland, def. Dustin Brown, and Jai
Lennard Struff, Germany, 7-5, 6-

College baseball

College World Series

At TD Ameritrade Park Omaha
Neb.

sat
UC Irvine 3, Texa:
Vanderbilt 5, Loulsvllle 3
Sunday, June 15
Game 3 — Texas Tech (45-19) vs. TCU

(47-16)
Game 4 — Virginia (49-14) vs. Missis-
Sipp (46-19)
Monday, June 1

Game 5 — YORELHSS V&, Lovisville
(50-16) X
me 6 — UC Irvine (41-23) vs. Vander-

Gar
bilt (47-19)
Tuesday, June 17
Game 7 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4
loser
“Game 8 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4
winner
Wednesday, June 18
Game 9 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 6
loser
Thursday, June 19
Game 10 — Game 7 winner vs. Game
8loser
Friday, June 20
Game 11 — Game 6 winner vs. Game
9 winner
Game 12 — Game 8 winner vs. Game
10 winner
Saturday, June 21
x-Game 13 — Game 6 winner vs. Game
9 winner
x-Game 14 — Game 8 winner vs. Game
10 winner
Championship Series
Bostols
Monday, June 23: TBD
Tuesday, June 24: TBD
x-Wednesday, June 25: TBD

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
L Pt
Atlanta 3 667 -
indiana 455 1
Chicago 5 500 1
Washington 5 500 1%
Connecticut 6 455
New York 7 300 3%
WESTERN CONFERENCE
. L Pt GB
Minnesota 2800 —
Phoenix 3667 1%
san Antonio 6 455 3%
Seattle 7417 4
Tulsa 5 3715 4
Los Angeles 633 4

iday's games
Washington 79 Chitage 66
Atlanta 85, Minnesota 82
Connecticut 83, New York 75
Seattle 79, San Antonio 72
Tuisa 69, Los Angeles 67
aturday’s games
San Antonio 101, Los Angeles 74
_ Sunday’s games
Phoenix at Minniesota
Connecticut

Indiana at Connecticut
Minnesota at Los Angeles

ﬁstem
W L TP F GA
D.C. 7 4 6
New England 75 8
Sporting KC 6 5 4
Toronto FC 6 4 3
New York 4 5 2
Columbus 4 5 8
Houston 5 9 9
Philadelphia 37 7
hicago 2 4 4 5
Montreal 2 7 0 6
Western Conference
W L T P F GA
Seattle 3 2 3
Real Salt Lake 6 2 7 1
olorado 6 5 8
FC Dallas 6 7 8
Vancouver 5 2 0
Portland 4 4 7
Los Angeles 4 3 1
San Jose 5 4
Chivas USA 6
Note: Three pomts for victory, one
point for tie.
Wednesday’s games
D.C. United 4, Montreal 2
Portland 2, FC Dal\as 2, tie
nesday, June 25
Montreal at Vancouver
riday, June 27
Toronto FC at New York
Sporting Kansas cny at Portland
turday, June
Seattle FC al D.C. U
Philadelphia af Siow Eng\and
FC Dallas at Colul b
/ancouver at Colos
Real Salt Lake at Chlvas USA
Los Angeles at San Jose
Sunday, June 29
Houston at Montreal
US Open Cup
FOURTH ROUND
ednesday, June
Houston Dynamo (MLS) 1, Laredo

Heat (PDL) 0
San Jose Eanhquakes (MLS) 2, sacra-
mento Repub\lc (USL

turday,

Real salt Lake (MLS) T At\anta silver-
backs (NASL) 2

Chivas USA (MLS) 1, Carolina Rail-
Hawks (NASL) 1, Carolina advances 3-2
on penalty kicks

New York Red Bulls (MLS) 0, New York
Cosmos (NASL) 3

'uesday,
Hamsburg City Islanders (USL PRO) at
Phlladelphla Union (M|
A D c ited (MLS) M Rbehester Rhinos
usL

Thdy Elbven (NASL) vs. Columbus Crew
(MLS) at Akron, Ohio

San Antonio Scorpions (NASL) at FC
Dallas (M

Orlando City (USL PRO) at Colorado
Rapids (MLS)

Orlando City U23s (PDL) at Portiand
Timbers (MLS)

ednesday, June 18
New England Revolution (MLS) at
Richmond Kickers (USL PRO)
Pittsburgh Riverhounds (USL PRO) at

Chicago Fire (MLS

Minnesota United (NASL) at Sporting
Kansas City (M|

PSA Elite (USASA) vs. Seattle Sound-
ers (MLS) at Tukw!

Los Angeles Aalay (MLS) at Arizona
United (USE PRO)

FIFTH ROUND

-25
Los Angeles Galaxy-Arizona United
winner at Carolina RailHawks

Indy Eleven-Columbus_Crew (MLS)
winner at Chicago Fire OR Pittsburgh
Riverhounds at Columbus Crew-indy
Eleven winner

Atlanta silverbacks at Colorado Rap-
ids-Orlando City wi

England ' Revolution-Richmond

Kickers winger at De-Uniked OR Roeh:
ester Rhinos at New England-Richmond
Kickers winner

an Antonio Scorpions-FC Dallas win-
ner at Houston Dyna

New York 'Cosmos at Philadelphia
union OR Harrlsburg City Islanders at
New York Cos|

an_ Jose Earthquakes at _Seattle
Sounders OR PSA Bike (USASA) 2 San
Jose Earthquakes

Sriando Gy “U23s-Portiand Timbers
winner at Sporting Kansas City-Minne-
sota United winner

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle ) 9 0 2 25
FCKansasCity 7 4 3 24 23 17
Washington 6 5 1 21 22
Chicago 6 4 1 19 16 10
Western NY 4.6 2 20 16
Portland 4 .4 2 10 15
Houston 4 8 1 13 23
Sky Blue FC 2 6 4 11 21
Bos 3 8 0

24
Note: Three points for victoty, one
point for tie.
Saturday’s games
FC Kansas City 2 Houston 1
unday’s games
Sky Blue FC at Chicago
Washington at Portiand
nesday, June 18
Chicago Western New vork
rsday, June 19
Seattle FC al  Boston
urday, June 21
Portiand at Washgton
Chicago at FC Kansas City

ay, June 22
Boston at sk Blue FC
Seattle FC at Western New York

Ollie’s Bargain Outlet 250

NASCAR Natmnwude Series
lay
At Michigan In!elrnahonal Speedway
Brooklyn, Mi
Lap length: 2 miles

(start 01 heses)
1 (S Paui Mo Chourolet a5 Taps,
Tating, 0 points, $44,400.
o2 8, 23m Hornish Ir, Toyota, 125,

3 (11) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet,
1251076, 0, 521,050,
4. (1) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 125, 112.9, 0,
$24,675.
5. (6) Brian Scott, Chevrolet, 125, 96.5,
39, $23,325.
2) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 125,
17,7, 39 $22,850.
), Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 125,
95.3, 37, $20,91
8. (4) Ky\e ‘Larson, Chevrolet, 125,
124.8, 0, $17,4
9. (3)TyDn|on Chevrolet, 125, 9.1, 36,
$21,025.
10. (10) Chris Buescher, Ford, 125, 96.1,
34, $21,550.
11. (24) Ryan Reed, Ford, 125, 79.9, 33,
20075,
(17) Ross Chastain, Toyota, 125,
80. 4 0, $13,900.
3. (15) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 125, 77.1,
31, sw 650.
4. (26) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 125,
73. B 30,519,525,
15, (21) James Buescher, Toyota, 125,
72.9, 29, $20,250.
s 16, ) Joéy Logano, Ford, 125,120.3, 0,
13,

i (12) Elliott Sadler, Toyota, 124, 82.4,
27,519,225,

18. (19) Mike Bliss, Toyota, 124, 63.1, 26,
$19,175.
9. (18) Dakoda Armstrong, Ford, 124,
6A7 25,519,125,

0. (28) Jeremy C\ements, Chevrolet,
124 60 5, 24, $19,
1. (20) J.J. ve\ey. Dodge, 124, 64.9, 23,

22. (16) Brendan Gaughan, Chevrolet,
124,759, 22, $18,945.
23.(27) Jeff Green, Toyota, 124, 52.2,
21,$18,895.
2. (22) Blake Koch, Toyota, 123, 52.4,
20,518,820,
5. (29) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet,
121 423,19, 918,376,
26. (25) Josh Wise, Chevrolet, 121, 48,
0, 318695
7.'(39) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, engine,
10538307 S8 eds,
28. (30) Mlke Harmon, Dodge, vibra-
tion, 90, 36.4,1
(36) Ryan EII\s‘ Chevrolet, rear
gear 88 454 15 15,
96504 Trever Bayae, Ford, accident,
82,731, 14, $18,770.
31.(7) Dylan Kwasniewski, Chevrolet,
acc.dem 78,685,
Harrison Rhodes, Dodge, fuel
pump, 26, 393, 12 S18,5
(23) Jamie Dick, Chevrolet, clutch,
60,44.4, 11, $18,315.
(31)'Carl_Long, Toyota, electrical,
16,2 41 9,10, $12,295.
5. (39) Derfike Cope, Chevrolet, en-
gine 15,3555, 515,
3 Tannr Barmyhill, Dodge, vibra-
tion, 10, 35.8, 8, $17,375,
33)Matf Carter, Chevrolet, brakes,
8, 353 7,$11
8. (40) Tommy Joe Martins, Ford, en-
ginb's 345 6 511 33
55,2035 keuin Lopage, Toyota, vibra-
tion, 3,33, 5, $11,190.
8) Tim schendel, Chevrolet, en-
gine,0,31.3,4, 517,
Race Statistics
Average Speed of Race Winner:
139,557
Jime ¢ oF Race: 1 hour, 47 minutes, 20
se

Margin of Victory: 0,465 seconds.
Caution Flags: 4 for 22
Lead Chan e e drivers.

4 a
Caders: TD\IIon 1; PMenard 2.7
JLogano 8 TDIII son 17
40; J.Logan s Hornish ar. 43-45;

Laps Ledy: K.Larson, 3 times.for 46 laps;
JLogano, 5 "times for 43 laps: PMenard,
times for_18 la illon, 2_times
for 8 Tape . Hlioft nmes for 6 laps;
SiHornish Jr. 1 time'for 3
i Points: 1. Ramith, 485: 2.
£ stdhen 471 5 C Eiioft, de5: 4. “Tpillon,
450; 5. T.Bayne, 435; 6. B.Scott, 430; 7.
B.Gaughan, 363, 8. CBuesher, 362i 9.
J.Buescher, 361;
NASCAR Driver Rati

o Formula
A maximum of 150 points can be at-
tained in a race.

The formula combines the following
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin
ishes, Average Running Position While
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead-
Lap Finish.

Drivin’ for Linemen 200
NASCAR Campi World Truck

atu
At cateway Motors,
|son,

orts Park

La o 25 miles
position in parentheses)
1 B A e e ooty 160
1aps, 144.3 rating, 48 points, '$39,245.
9) German Quiroga, Toyota, 160,
1082, 43, $24,785,
(10) Timothy Peters, Toyota, 160,
91 7. s sizen
13) Johnny Sauter, Toyota, 160, 93.5,
40. S350,
(i®) Ron Hornaday Jr, Chevrolet,
166,597 35, 314
& 5 cate Suter, chevrolet, 160, 105.6,
38,$14,100.
$17 3640 Rvan Blaney, Ford, 160, 832, 37,

8.(15) John Wes Townley, Toyota, 160,
3 36511075,
(5) Chase Pistone, Chevrolet, 160,
76. 6, 35, $11,025.
0. (18) Tayler Malsam, Chevrolet, 160,
704, 34, $12,250.
11, (8) Joey Coulter, Chevrolet, 160,
91.5, 33, $10,925.
12, (19) Mason Mingus, Toyota, 160,
661,32, 11800,
. s (7) Tyler Reddick, Ford, 160, 66.8,
1
(17 Ben Kennedy, Chevrolet, 160,
733 30, $10,700.
5. (12) John Hunter Nemechek, Toyo-
ta, 160, 1088, 30: $11.900.
) Bryan Sias, Chevrolet, 158,
528, 28,$10,650.
(22) Tyler Young, Chevrolet, 157,
185 27,510,350.
18. (6) Jeb Burton, Toyota, 157, 75.7, 26,
$10,225.
19, (24) TJ. Bell, Chevrolet, 157, 49.4,
25, $8,875.
20, (4) Gray Gaulding, Chevrolet, 156,
89.5, 24, $9,450.
21 (z7> Korbin Forrister, Chevrolet,
7,67

22.( )Norm Benning, Chevrolet, 156,
412, 22, $7,575.
Erik Jones, Toyota, accident,
153, 103.3, 22, $7,450.
20) Ray Black Jr., Chevrolet, 139,
47.9,20, $7,375.
1; 25, (525) Ted Minor, Chevrolet, 138, 37.2,

'S%. (L1 Matt Crafton, Toyota, accident,
123,87.7,19,
A (zs) Jennifer Jo Cobb, Ram, 112,
5.
951 (33) Scoit Stenzel, Ram, vibration,
22,36.4, 16, $7,250.
2. (32} Adam Edwards, Chevrolet,
clutch, 6, 36.9, 0, $7,225.
(28) Charles Lewandoski, Chevro-
let, vlbrallon 4,35.1, 14, $7,700.
aleb Roark, Chevrolet, vibra-
uon DEORN T
2, (21) Justin Jennings, Chevrolet, ac-
cwdent 2,315, 1 3

Average Speed of Race

ner: 95.037

Time of Race: 2 hours, 6 minutes, 16
seconds.
argin of Victory: 0320 seconds.
Cton FIaGe: T Jor 35 ape.

Lap D.Wallace Jr. 1-6;
G.Quiroga J.Nemechek 64»67
M.Crafton 63 J.Nemechek 21;
M.Crafton 68 123 126.TRedd\ck

Joi
127128 ) Nerneenol 13135 b Walibce
G.Quiroga 154-157; D.Wallace

13 1c0:

Leaders Summary (Dri Led,
Laps Led): DWaHace Ir. 3 Gmes. for 83
laps; J.Nemec times for 53 laps;
W Ciatton 3 imes for 11 laps; G.Quiroga,
2 nmes for 5 laps; E.Jones, 1 time for 4
" TReddick. 1 time for 3 laps.

"Top 10 in Points; 1. J.Sauter, 261;
2. Mcrafton, 231 3. 'R.Homaday Jr.
é45 4. Tpeters, 246 s Ralaney, 244;

nle
whliaee S 28 10,

s
pa

ennedy,
JEurton aL.

er Rating Formula
A raximOm OF 150 BoImes Cam B at-
tained in a race.

The formula combines the following
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fi
ishes, Jverage Riinning Position While

Average Speed Under
Green Fastest "L, Lod Nost Laps, Léad.
Lap

AP sportlight

e T becomes the first

golfer ch)Iay all four rounds o
D Under par ac ha bants Jack e
s s by four strokes.
— Michael Jordan scores

pmms o Tead the ChicaGo Bulls o 9111
105 victory and a 3-1 lead over the Phoe-
nix Suns in the NBA Finals, Jordan is the
fifth player to score 50 in the finals and
the first since Jerry West in 1969,

e Detroit Red Wings become
the Tret toam 1 win conaceutive Staniey
Cups since Pittsburgh in 1992, complet-

two goals by Doug Brown. It's the fourth
straight NHL finals sweep, a first in major
pre sports history.

1855 — Maurice Greene smashes the

100-meter world record at 9.79 seconds.

misses a par putt and Woods only need-
ed a two-putt par to win the U.S. Open for
the third time.
2013 — Justin Rose captures his first
jor championship_and becomes the
first Englishman in 43 years to win the

over 281 total and two-shot victory over
Phil Mickelson and Jason Day.
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Players to watch
Belgium

Vincent Kompany: If
anyone epitomizes the
revival of Belgian foot-
ball, it is central defender
Kompany.

Kompany was a prodi-
gy at 17 with Anderlecht
and in 2012 he was the rock on which Manches-
ter City built its first Premier League champion-
ship in 44 years.

Now 28, he continues to be the anchor for one
of the richest teams in one of the world’s toughest
leagues after he captained City to a second title
in three years.

Beyond his positioning and physical prowess,
Kompany is best known for his leadership quali-
ties, earning him the undisputed captaincy of the
Belgian national team.

Thibaut Courtois: Outplay Belgium and there
still remains one massive problem for any team
— how to get past goalkeeper Courtois.

Like so many Belgians, he looked abroad from
an early age and left Racing Genk for Chelsea,
which almost immediately sent him on to Atletico
Madrid.

Courtois won the Europa League as a teenager,
the Copa del Rey over Real Madrid last season,
and La Liga this season. He also helped his team
reach the Champions League final, where it lost to
Real. He faces some of the world’s best strikers on
a weekly basis to hone his skills.

At 22, the towering goalkeeper with
an immense reach is al-
ready one of the best
in the world.

Belgium
goalkeeper
Thibaut
Courtois

Andrew
Medichini/AP

Russia
Igor Akinfeev: CSKA
Moscow goalkeeper

Akinfeev made his debut
for Russia when he was
only 18 years old — the
youngest newcomer to
the national squad. He
has been Russia’s top goalkeeper since 2005.

Akinfeev's father brought him to the CSKA
football school when he was 4 and he has never
switched to another club after making his profes-
sional debut in 2003.

Sergei Ignashevich: A stalwart of the Russia
and CSKA Moscow defense, Ignashevich made his
national team debut in 2002 against Sweden.

Ignashevich missed the 2004 European Cham-
pionship because of injury but played in four of
the five matches at Euro

2008, when Russia
made the semifinals.
He played in all 10
qualifying matches for
the World Cup in
Brazl.

Russia goalkeeper
Igor Akinfeev

Ivan Sekretarev/AP

GROUP H

IVAN SEKRETAREV/AP

Fabio Capello, center, the ltalian coach of Russia’s nationa team, talks to his players

reacl ﬂ\eseoondroundofﬂleWoﬂdCu

Don’t count them out A

Teams out to prove their group isn’t irrelevant

By RaF CASERT
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — With Belgium, Russia,
South Korea and Algeria, don’t expect too
much pre-World Cup hype from Group H.

Look closely, though, and you won’t kiss
it off as irrelevant.
Here are five things to know about
Group H at the World Cup:
Why watch? Group H might
lack the appeal of teams like
Brazil and Germany and stars
such as Lionel Messi and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, but with Belgium players
Vincent Kompany and Eden Hazard, and
Russia coach Fabio Capello, the group
shouldn’t be disregarded.

“We are in a complicated group,” said
Algeria midfielder Mehdi Mostefa, know-
ing he has to face both the unbridled indi-
vidual talent of Belgium and the defensive
teamwork of South Korea in the first
round.

What makes Russia tick? Russia

will organize the next World Cup,

has financial clout and has attract-

ed some of the best coaches in the
world to rekindle the glory days of its 1960
European Nations Cup success, when the
Soviet Union won the inaugural continen-
tal competition.

Dutch coaches Guus Hiddink and Dick
Advocaat came and went, both stopping
short of the full international recognition
Russia craved. Somehow, a nation of 142
million people with a long football tradition
finds it incredibly tough to be a contender.

Now it is up to Fabio Capello.

The Italian coach got Russia to Brazil by
winning a group which included Portugal,
and that has given him enough confidence
to keep his eye on the second round.

Beyond the group opponents, Capello
was more than pleased to see that all three
of his matches would be played in temper-
ate conditions in the south, keeping his
players fit for later in the tournament.

“We are also happy about the fact that
we are not playing in the northern part of
the country,” Capello said. “That’s very

during a training session in ltu, Brazil, on Friday. Capello is confident his team can
ch

important to us.”
Belgium’s back: Like Fabio Capel-
lo, Belgium coach Marc Wilmots is
also already looking beyond the first
round.

The Red Devils might still be too young
toreap the rewards of their talent, but there
will be no waiting once they get to Brazil.

Perhaps the most exciting player of the
group is Eden Hazard. The Chelsea play-
maker has seen his stock rise during a
standout season with Chelsea and an easy
first-round group can do wonders for a
player looking for recognition on the big-
gest stage.

Belgium starts out against Algeria and
a solid performance against a team which
likely will throw everything back in de-
fense could quickly turn Hazard into a big
name, with momentum going his way.

outsiders: Losing the first
game to Belgium is not exactly how
the Algerians see their World Cup.
Four years ago, they held England
to a scoreless draw but still went out in the
group stage. Looking further back, 1982
should provide even more inspiration.

Algeria beat West Germany in its opening
World Cup game, but a controversial result
later in the round contrived to eliminate the
north Africans. The bitterness of that ex-
perience remains, and every Algerian fan
knows the team is still out for revenge.

After easy comes difficult: Even if
Group H seems easy, the rest of the
way in the tournament will be any-

thing but.

After the group matches, the road
will lead to the top teams from
Group G, arguably the tough- i
est of the tourna- /
ment. And if )
Germany ad- A
vances as ex-
pected, any of
the other group
teams — Por-
tugal, Ghana and the United
States — will also be a tough opponent

[
in the round of 16. s

Players to watch

South Korea

Son Heung-min: Po-
tentially South Korea's
game changer, forward
Son is ready to prove
himself after making his
name in the Bundesliga.

Transferred to Bayer Leverkusen last July for
$14 million after three seasons at Hamburg, the
21-year-old Son has not been consistently excel-
lent for his new team but when he has played
well, he's played very well.

Son is a striker who likes to use his pace to
sprint past defenders from deep and then shoot
from distance. He tends to score in streaks. And if
he can get into groove in Brazil, South Korea will
possess a powerful weapon.

Not always used well in the past for the na-
tional team, Son has started to find his form under
coach Hong Myung-bo.

Ki Sung-yeung: Sunderland playmaker Ki
controls the tempo of the South Korean team, and
after an impressive season for his club he is now
regarded as one of the best passers in the Premier
League.

Still only 25 but with 56
international appearances, Ki
is approaching his peak and

rarely gives the ball away.
The issue for coach Hong

Myong-bo is whether to
keep Ki deep, where he is
a valuable outlet for defend-
ers, or push him up the field
! where his passing can un-

lock backlines.

Son Heung-min
- Lee Jin-man/AP

Algeria

Sofiane Feghouli: Feg-
houli is Algeria’s most
skillful player and has
proven himself in Spain
over the past few sea-
sons with Valencia.

The 24-year-old wing-
er played for France’s under-21 side and was
even close to a call up for the senior team before
pledging his allegiance to Algeria. Coach Vahid
Halilhodzic gave him his international debut three
years ago.

The Parisian-born Feghouli, who has scored
five goals in 17 international appearances, has ev-
erything to trouble defenders: pace, skill, passing
and an eye for goal. But he has also been plagued
by inconsistency.

Madjid Bougherra: Captain Bougherra has
been a mainstay in central defense over the past
10 years.

One of his best performance’s for the Greens
was against England at the last World Cup, where

he kept striker Wayne Rooney at bay as
Algeria secured a scoreless draw.

The 3l-year-old Bougherra has
played more than 60 times for his
country, but the rugged defender’s
club career has been more suc-

cessful. He won three straight
league titles with Scottish
club Rangers and was
a fan favorite before
being sold to Lekhwi-
ya, where he scored
on his debut and
won the Qatar
Stars League in
his first season.

Madjid
Bougherra

Darko Bandic/AP
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Spain not
buying ‘end
of era’ talk

By PauL LoGOTHETIS
The Associated Press

CURITIBA, Brazil — Spain’s
players dismissed notions that
a 5-1 loss to the Netherlands
spelled the end of an era for the
world champions, although coach
Vicente del Bosque said it might
be time to shake up the lineup for
a crucial match against Chile.

“I think the majority of people
have confidence in us. We accept
criticism, but it’s crazy to talk
about the end of an era,” defender
Sergio Ramos said Saturday, a
day after Spain endured its worst
competitive defeat in 64 years.

“Excuses are for losers and
Spain has a winning mentality,
and that will never change.”

Spain’s bid to repeat as world
champion could end if it loses
Wednesday’s Group B match
against Chile. Chile beat Austra-
lia 3-1 on Friday.

Del Bosque defended his de-
cision to stick with some of the
squad’s older players, saying
players like Xavi Hernandez, Iker
Casillas, and Xabi Alonso were
the backbone of a team that has
provided so much of its success,
including qualifying for Brazil.

“I sense these players are not
too old, but I say that with some
hesitation,” Del Bosque said. “I
believe they have the maturity
and the skill to take on this chal-
lenge. Those that are over 30 are
more responsible because of ev-
erything they have won in their
careers.

“One problem is that we have
been so used to having everything
go our way. In the face of tough
matches we should be prepared
to face adversity.”

Spain has gone on an unprec-
edented run since winning Euro

Spain’s Andres Iniesta, left, is

Manu FernaNDEZ/AP

de Guzman during thelr Group B match on Fnday

2008, but Del Bosque has done lit-
tle tinkering with the core of that
same team six years later. Spain
has a generous amount of talent-
ed players that could likely slide
right in like Javi Martinez, Koke,
and Cesc Fabregas. And they may
get their chance against Chile.
“There could be changes, but
now is not the moment to talk
aboutit. I don’t want to rush things
and make a wrong decision,” said
Del Bosque, who expected Chile
to bring a similar style as the
Dutch with high pressure up the
field. “And if there are changes,

it’s not meant to be treated as a
message to anyone.”

Del Bosque did not speculate
over whether he would stick with
striker Diego Costa or return to
using Fabregas as a “false strik-
er” that has been so successful.

Casillas made several errors to
allow easy goals, but Del Bosque
did not sound inclined Saturday
to drop his captain.

“We’ve gone through difficult
moments before,” Ramos said,
“but we have to keep away from
feeling any nerves and focus on
staying motivated.”

Drogha helps spark
Ivory Coast’s rally

By BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

RECIFE, Brazil — Didier Drog-
ba came off the bench to inspire
Ivory Coast to a 2-1 comeback vic-
tory over Japan in a World Cup
Group C match on Saturday.

Drogba, who has been injured,
came on in the 62nd minute when
his team was losing 1-0.

Ivory Coast coach Sabri La-
mouchi said it was “very cor-
rect to say when Didier Drogba
came on the pitch, everything
changed.”

“You could see that it was very
influential when he was on the
pitch,” LaMouchi said, highlight-
ing the attention Drogba drew
from Japanese defenders. “He
created space for the players.”

Two minutes after the tal-
ismanic striker’s arrival, Wil-
fried Bony and Gervinho scored
with headers two minutes apart.
Both goals were set up by curl-
ing crosses from defender Serge
Aurier.

“It’s true that after (Drogba)
came in, they had more confi-
dence,” Japan goalkeeper Eiji
Kawashima said. “It changed the
match.”

Lamouchi’s inspired substitu-
tion negated Keisuke Honda’s first
half goal that had given Japan the
lead in a group that also includes
Colombia and Greece. Colombia
beat Greece 3-0 on Saturday.

“I didn’t think we were able to
play as quickly as we normally
play and needed to do,” Japan
coach Alberto Zaccheroni said.
“We really have to take stock of
the situation rather quickly.”

The 36-year-old former Chel-
sea star started for Ivory Coast in
the last two World Cups, but nei-
ther of those sides made it out of

Shun Kanvama/AP

Ivory Coast’s Didier Drogba
eyes the ball during the Group C
match between Ivory Coast and
Japan at the Arena Pernambuco
in Recife, Brazil on Saturday.

group play. He probably lacks the
fitness to play 90 minutes these
days, but his impact as a sub-
stitute can be dramatic, as was
shown on a rainy night in Recife.

“It’s a beautiful victory. We are
happy with the result. It’s impor-
tant to start well,” Drogba said.
“One can only be disappointed
not to start a World Cup match,
but I must respect those who did
start. ... If we can say I had an im-
pact on the match, that much bet-
ter. It’s important for me to add
an advantage to the team.”

Lamouchi said it wasn’t easy
for him to leave Drogba on the
bench from the start, but credited
Drogba for the way he handled
the decision.

“To see the joy he experienced
at the end of the match ... I am
convinced he’s a champion and
we need him,” Lamouchi said.
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Balotelli’s goal sends Italy past England

By Curis LEHOURITES
The Associated Press

MANAUS, Brazil — The heat
and humidity of the jungle made
its mark on the first World Cup
match to be played in the Ama-
zon rainforest, and so did Mario
Balotelli.

With players from both sides
slowing as the game wore on, it
was the man with the mohawk that
headed in the deciding goal early
in the second half to give Italy a 2-
1 win over England and a decided
advantage in Group D.

“We won, but now let’s keep
our feet on the ground, otherwise
we're not going anywhere,” said
Balotelli, an often volatile and
often brilliant striker who was
nearly dropped from the start-
ing lineup after struggling for AC
Milan this season.

Balotelli was left unmarked at
the far post in the S0th minute,
giving him plenty of space to head
a cross from Antonio Candreva
past goalkeeper Joe Hart for the
winning goal.

The match was played in the
Amazonian city of Manaus, the
most exotic of the 12 World Cup
venues for this year’s tournament.
According to FIFA, it was 86 de-
grees with humidity at 61 percent
for the match.

“At times it felt like having hal-
lucinations due to the heat,” Italy
midfielder Claudio Marchisio
said.

Marchisio gave the four-time
champions the lead with a long
shot through a crowded area and
past a diving Hart in the 35th min-
ute. Daniel Sturridge equalized
for England two minutes later,

Marcio Jose SancHEz/AP

Italy’s Mario Balotelli, right, beats England’s Gary Cahill to the ball and heads it past goalkeeper Joe
Hart, left, to score laly’s second goal during their group D World Cup match on Saturday.

tapping in a cross from Wayne
Rooney.

In the other Group D match,
Costa Rica beat Uruguay 3-1. So
both England and Uruguay, who
meet Thursday, have plenty of
work to do to advance.

“We all need time to digest what
happened on the field,” England
coach Roy Hodgson said. “My gut
feeling is that we did very good
things. There were some very
good individual performances.”

Both teams complained about
the heat in Manaus, with Italy
coach Cesare Prandelli question-
ing the decision to not have official

Costa Rica upsets
Uruguay in Group D

By DEREK GATOPOULOS
The Associated Press

FORTALEZA, Brazil — Costa
Rica came from behind to stun
Uruguay 3-1 Saturday at the
World Cup, opening the tough
Group D with a major upset.

Costa Rica entered the tourna-
ment as one of the biggest under-
dogs to make it out of the group
stage after being drawn with
Uruguay, Italy and England, but
showed no signs of being in awe as
it scored three goals in the second
half to seriously dent the South
Americans’ hopes of advancing.

Uruguay had to leave star
striker Luis Suarez on the bench
but went ahead when Edinson Ca-
vani scored a penalty in the 24th
minute.

However, Costa Rica fought
back after the break and lone
striker Joel Campbell drove in a
ball headed down by Celso Borg-
es in the 54th to beat goalkeeper
Fernando Muslera.

Oscar Duarte dived past the
outstretched foot of Uruguay’s
Cristian Stuani to head in the win-
ner for the Central Americans,

and substitute Marcos Urena
added the third with six minutes
left, catching Muslera out to slot
the ball in from a tight angle.

It was Costa Rica’s first World
Cup victory since beating China
in the group stage in 2002.

“What counted is that we stayed
calm and kept creating opportu-
nities against a very tough team,”
Costa Rica coach Jorge Luis Pinto
said. “We have great respect for
Uruguay but we weren’t that im-
pressed tonight and we able to
play our game the way we want-
ed. So it was a big win for us.”

Uruguay started with striker
Diego Forlan alongside Cavani
but the 35-year-old made little
impact and was replaced by Nico-
las Lodeiro.

Uruguay — the highest-ranked
team in the group — ended its di-
sastrous night with 10 men after
Maxi Pereira was sent off for a
clumsy injury time foul on Camp-
bell. Pereira will be suspended
from the next game against
England.

“They were simply very good.
In the second half they just took
over — and they took the tacti-

timeouts during play.

“We had to slow down our pace
to regain our breaths,” Prandelli
said. “It was impossible to main-
tain the intensity.”

The choice of Manaus as a World
Cup host city has been under scru-
tiny for years, mainly because of
the weather conditions and the
lack of a top football team in the
city. Besides Saturday’s game,
there will be three more World
Cup matches played in the jungle,
including Cameroon vs. Croatia
on Wednesday. The United States
will then face Portugal in Manaus
on June 22 and Honduras will play

BERNAT ARMANGUE/AP

Costa Rica’s Joel Campbell
celebrates his country’s 3-1
upset victory over Uruguay in
a Group D World Cup match in
Fortaleza, Brazil on Saturday.

cal advantage,” Uruguay coach
Oscar Tabarez said. “Football
means that sometimes you have
to lose. You can’t lose heart, you
just have to improve ... We made
mistakes today that we haven’t
made for a long time.”

Suarez is still recovering from
knee surgery and never came off
the bench — indicating that the
Liverpool forward is still far from
match fitness.

Switzerland on June 25.

“This was avery difficult (game)
because England are a good team
and there was the climate as well,”
Balotelli said. “We suffered, but
then that’s typical for Italy. The
important thing is to win.

Although he is one of the most
talented strikers in soccer, there
were some predictions head-
ing into the World Cup that he
would be dropped in favor of Ciro
Immobile.

Immobile, who plays for Torino,
scored a hat trick last weekend in
a warm-up match against Brazil-
ian club Fluminense. Prandelli,

however, decided to stick with his
main man.

Balotelli was born to Ghanaian
immigrants and raised by Italian
foster parents, and has often been
forced to deal with racist chanting
in Italy. However, the abuse hasn’t
prevented him from becoming a
key player for the national team,
including scoring two goals in the
semifinal win over Germany at the
2012 European Championship.

Balotelli also nearly found the
net in first-half injury time, run-
ning deep into the area and entic-
ing Hart to come off his line. The
Italy striker stopped, looked to-
ward goal and sent a chip over the
keeper’s head but Phil Jagielka
headed the ball over the bar.

England’s attack-minded lineup
made frequent runs into the Italy
area throughout the match, and
came close to scoring several
times. When Sturridge did score,
England team physio Gary Lewin
dislocated his ankle while cel-
ebrating the goal.

Italy played without the injured
Gianluigi Buffon. The 36-year-old
goalkeeper, who can play in his
fourth World Cup if he is able to
recover from an ankle problem,
was replaced by Salvatore Sirigu.

The PSG keeper stepped up and
made several good saves, but the
best may have come in the 77th
when he dived to his left to block a
free kick from Leighton Baines.

Prandelli praised Sirigu, but
hopes Buffon will be back for Fri-
day’s game against Costa Rica.

“We tried to have him back for
tonight but weren’t able to,” Pran-
delli said. “Over the next few days
we’'ll try to get him back. But I
can’t say by when.”

Colombia makes return
with win over Greece

By FRANK GRIFFITHS
The Associated Press

BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil —
Colombia started its first World
Cup campaign in 16 years in daz-
zling fashion, beating Greece 3-0
to open Group C on Saturday in
front of a big, loud pro-Colombian
crowd.

Left back Pablo Armero opened
the scoring in the fifth minute
when his deflected shot rolled
past Greece goalkeeper Orestis
Karnezis. Striker Teofilo Gutier-
rez poked in Colombia’s second
goal from a deflected corner in
the S8th and James Rodriguez
capped it off with a low shot in
stoppage time after a slick back-
heel flick from Juan Cuadrado.

Colombia’s pace and trickery
were too much for Greece to han-
dle in the latter stages as the 57,174
crowd, most dressed in bright yel-
low shirts, constantly chanted
“Ole, ole” at Estadio Mineriao.

“It was a good debut with play-
ers who had never played a World
Cup. It’s a big satisfaction,” Co-
lombia coach Jose Pekerman
said. “This is how we planned this
match. Some things turned out
the way we wanted, some things

didn’t, but we were very focused
and showed that we're here to
play a good World Cup.”

Rodriguez said the win showed
Colombia was on the right path.

“It’s a good start, but we have to
be calm for what’s ahead, which
will be even more difficult,” he
said, looking ahead at Group C
matches against Ivory Coast and
Japan.

Greece had the majority of
possession with 54 percent, but
whenever Colombia players got
hold of the ball, they blazed down
the flanks and through the middle
of the pitch, disorientating their
opponents.

The Greeks had a chance to
pull a goal back after Gutierrez
scored, but an unmarked Geor-
gios Samaras rattled the crossbar
from two yards out.

There were other chances, too.
Panagiotis Kone’s shot went just
wide in the first half. Colombia
goalkeeper David Ospina then
made an outstanding save to deny
Kone just before halftime.

“You can’t make excuses when
you lose 3-0,” Greece coach Fer-
nando Santos said. “We had good
spells of play and all we can do
now is look at the next matches.”
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Fabian Johnson celebrates after scormg a goal against Turkey in the first half of an international friendly
on the

in Harrison, N.J. Johnson is one of five

roster for the World Cup.

Strong German presence
on United States squad

By RonaLp BLum
The Associated Press

SAO PAULO — Timmy Chandler says the melt-
ing pot of the U.S. soccer team speaks the same
language.

“We understand everything good: English, Ger-
man, Mexican, Chinese,” the defender explained.

But, ja, German is a plus on this year’s American
World Cup team.

Chandler is among five German-Americans on
the 23-man roster, the sons of American servicemen
and German mothers. A sixth was among the final
cuts, and another three members of the player pool
weren’t even invited to the 30-man training camp
last month in California.

All speak decent English, some more accented
than others. Thomas Dooley said that puts them far
ahead of where he was when he joined the U.S. team

in 1992, 5V weeks after picking up his U.S. passport.
The tall defender started all four American games
at the 1994 World Cup and was captain in 1998.

“I had no connection to the U.S. at all, and that’s
what made it the most difficult part for me, to com-
municate with the group,” said Dooley, who retired
to Laguna Niguel, California, and is now coach of
the national team of the Philippines.

Right back Fabian Johnson and midfielder Jer-
maine Jones, barring injuries, are sure to start
against Ghana in the Americans’ World Cup opener
Monday. Chandler is competing with DaMarcus
Beasley for the left back spot, while John Brooks is
a backup central defender, and 19-year-old Julian
Green a reserve winger.

All are looking forward to the Americans’
first-round finale on June 26 against — of course
— Germany.

AP Photo

United States national team soccer players John Brooks, Fabian Johnson, Timothy Chandler, Jermaine
Jones and Julian Green, from left, are all German-Americans, the sons of American servicemembers and
German mothers.

Point: US men have
never advanced after
losing group opener

FROM BACK PAGE

Twenty-four years ago, when
the Americans returned to the
World Cup after a 40-year ab-
sence, midfielder Tab Ramos put
charts up at the U.S. team’s train-
ing camp in Italy trying to fig-
ure outs the odds of advancing.
Ramos is now an assistant coach,
and in the computer age tons of
data are readily available.

Since the World Cup went to
a 32-team format in 1998, 85
percent of teams that won their
openers advanced from the
group stage, according to STATS.
That dropped from S8 percent
for teams that drew their first
games and to 9 percent for those
that started with losses.

And the quality of opponent
figures to get only more diffi-
cult for the U.S. After playing
the 37th-ranked Black Stars, the
Americans face No. 4 Portugal
and close the first round against
second-ranked Germany.

“If we can get the win, then
we can refocus and go for Por-
tugal,” goalkeeper Tim Howard
said. “There’s no sense in looking
beyond the first game. It’s im-
portant, I think, that we can get
three points in the bag.”

Ghana knocked the Americans
out of the last two World Cups
with 2-1 victories, beating the
Americans in group play in the
2006 tournament and in extra
time during the round of 16 four
years ago. The Black Stars failed
in their bid to become the first
African semifinalist, losing to
Uruguay in a shootout after Luis
Suarez used his hands to block
what would have been a go-ahead
goal in extra time, and Asamoah
Gyan sent his penalty kick clank-
ing off the crossbar.

Only four Americans who ap-
peared in the 2010 match are
likely to start: Howard, Bradley
and forwards Clint Dempsey and
Jozy Altidore. Based on their
starting lineup in Monday’s 4-0
exhibition win over South Korea,
Ghana could return defender
Jonathan Mensah, midfielders
Kwadwo Asamoah and Andre
Ayew, and forwards Kevin-
Prince Boateng and Gyan.

“It’s a team full of individual
talent with players, certain play-
ers that can hurt you in a split
second if you're not alert, if you're
not awake,” Klinsmann said.

[ .
There’s no sense in
looking beyond the first
game. It’'s important, 1
think, that we can get
three points in the bag.”
Tim Howard
United States goalkeeper

After training for four days
in the temperate late-autumn
weather of Sao Paulo, the Ameri-
cans traveled northeast Friday to
Natal, a tropical beach city just
400 miles from the equator. They
were to work out Saturday at the
Federal University of Rio Grande
do Norte, then again Sunday at
the Arena das Dunas, a Populas-
designed stadium whose outside
structure with 20 curving seg-
ments emulates the local sand
dunes.

Mexico’s 1-0 win over Cam-
eroon in Natal on Friday was
played in a downpour, and it
rained again Saturday. The fore-
cast called for more heavy rain
Sunday and clearing Monday
with the possibility of occasional
showers.

“For us everything is ideal,”
Klinsmann said. “Whatever the
temperature is, whatever the
conditions are — rain, no rain,
hot, humid, whatever — we are
prepared.”
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MLB

Rockies score twice in ninth, stun Giants

Romo blows save as
San Francisco suffers
fifth loss in six games

By MicHAEL WAGAMAN
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Brandon Barnes
isn’t a classic power hitter. In fact, neither
of the Colorado right fielder’s two home
runs this season even left the park.

They did help the Rockies to victories,
however, and for that Barnes isn’t making
any apologies.

Barnes hit a two-run, inside-the-park
home run in the ninth inning and Colorado
rallied for the second straight day to stun
the San Francisco Giants 5-4 on Saturday.

“I’d really like to hit one out so I can jog
around the bases to make it easier,” said
Barnes, who hit his first inside-the-park
home run against Arizona on June S. “I
always seem to make it hard on myself. I
hit the ball and I'm going to run hard until
something stops me.”

Charlie Blackmon singled with two outs
off Giants closer Sergio Romo (3-3) before
Barnes lined a hit to center field. San Fran-
cisco’s Angel Pagan misplayed the ball and
it skipped to the fence as Blackmon and
Barnes raced around the bases.

Barnes, who had a walkoff triple to beat
the Dodgers on June 7, had flown out to
center in three consecutive at-bats before
helping Colorado extend its winning streak
to four games.

“My father made the trip up from Ana-
heim for Fathers’ day tomorrow and my
step-mom and sister were here,” Barnes
said. “It’s special to play in front of them,
especially like a day like today.”

It’s the second consecutive blown save
and fourth this season for Romo, who gave
up five runs in the ninth inning of Friday’s
7-4 loss to Colorado.

“I don’t feel like I could have done much
more there,” Romo said. “I had two outs,
one pitch away again ... and they found a

Roundup

Barnes, right,
the-park home run off Gunts pitcher Sergio Romo during the ninth inning

way to stay alive. They got me again. What
can I do?”

Buster Posey’s sacrifice fly in the sev-
enth inning had given the Giants a 4-3 lead.
Posey also doubled and homered to finish
with a season-high three RBIs — the most
by San Francisco’s two-time All-Star in
more than 11 months.

Hunter Pence hit his ninth home run of
the year while Gregor Blanco had three
hits for San Francisco.

It wasn’t enough to prevent the Giants’

e
Jerr CHIv/AP

with Corey Dickerson (6) and Charlie Blackmon (19) after hmmg a two-run, inside-

's game in San Fr

fifth loss in six games.

Barnes is the fourth opposing player to
hit an inside-the-park home run at AT&T
Park.

Rex Brothers (3-4) pitched one inning
for the win and became the 76th pitcher
in history to strike out the side on nine
pitches. LaTroy Hawkins worked the ninth
for his 13th save, although he had to wait
to celebrate.

Angel Pagan appeared to ground into

Rockies players came out of the dugout to
celebrate. San Francisco manager Bruce
Bochy, who successfully overturned a call
earlier in the game, again challenged the
ruling. After a brief review, the umpires
upheld the original call.

“There was talk about the games here
and how crazy they are,” Colorado manag-
er Walt Weiss said. “It usually comes down
to millimeters and milliseconds. Barnes
has a tendency to be in the middle of things.

a game-ending double play and several

He’s been a real clutch player for us.”

Calhoun’s single lifts Angels over Braves in 13th

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Kole Calhoun’s
bases-loaded single in the 13th
inning drove in the go-ahead run
and helped Los Angeles to an 11-6
win after blowing a four-run lead
in the ninth against Atlanta.

Mike Trout and Albert Pujols
each had three hits, including
back-to-back homers in the sixth
inning, and drove in four runs.

The teams combined to use
16 pitchers in a game that lasted
nearly S hours.

Athletics 5, Yankees 1: Eric
Sogard drove in two runs and
threw out a runner at the plate
to help host Oakland win a game
delayed 38 minutes by a partial
power outage.

Cardinals 4, Nationals 1: Matt
Adams hit the go-ahead home run
for the second straight game, con-
necting off Stephen Strasburg in
host St. Louis’ three-run seventh
inning, and the Cardinals beat

Davip Tuuis/AP

Los Angeles Angels’ Albert Pujols hits a solo home run against
Atlanta Braves starting pitcher Gavin Floyd during the sixth inning of
Saturday’s game in Atlanta.

Washington.

Phillies 7, Cubs 4: At Philadel-
phia, Jimmy Rollins singled in the
fifth to pass Hall of Famer Mike
Schmidt as the Phillies’ hits leader
and Domonic Brown capped the
inning with a three-run homer.

Dodgers 6, Diamondacks 4:
Dan Haren pitched into the sev-
enth inning and hit a tiebreaking
three-run double to lead host Los
Angeles.

Rangers 4, Mariners 3: Leo-
nys Martin hit a run-scoring sin-
gle with two outs in the ninth and
visiting Texas extended Seattle’s
losing streak to five games.

Indians 3, Red Sox 2: Jason
Kipnis had three hits and visiting
Cleveland rallied for two runs in
the seventh inning to snap a four-
game losing streak.

Brewers 4, Reds 2: Ryan
Braun hit a two-run home run in
the eighth inning to lift host Mil-
waukee to victory.

Royals 9, White Sox 1: Danny

Duffy matched a career high
with nine strikeouts and visiting-
Kansas City extended its winning
streak to six games.

Tigers 12, Twins 9: Rookie
Eugenio Suarez hit a leadoff
homer and a run-scoring double
in a seven-run third inning to lead
slumping host Detroit to victory.

Orioles 3, Blue Jays 2: Chris
Davis homered to back Bud Nor-
ris’ effective pitching for host
Baltimore.

Astros 7, Rays 3: Matt Domin-
guez broke his slump with two hits
that included a three-run double
in host Houston’s big third inning.

Pirates 8, Marlins 6: Andrew
McCutchen hit a three-run homer
and Jody Mercer also went deep
for visiting Pittsburgh.

Padres 5, Mets 0: Jesse Hahn
earned his first big league vic-
tory, pitching one-hit ball for six
innings and contributing an RBI
single to help visiting San Diego
end a five-game losing streak.
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Briefly

Logano’s mishap enables
Menard to win Nationwide

The Associated Press

BROOKLYN, Mich. — Joey Logano was only a
few laps away from victory when suddenly, holding
off Paul Menard wasn’t his main problem.

“I could tell something was wrong on the back
straightaway,” Logano said.

Logano’s flat tire with about five laps remaining
allowed Menard to win the NASCAR Nationwide
Series race Saturday at Michigan International
Speedway. It was Menard’s second victory on that
circuit and first since 2006, and Logano was left try-
ing to come to terms with a race that was going well
until the final moments.

“I hate to give them away like that,” Logano said.
“You look at the silver lining I guess, which is we
had a fast race car and should have won the race.
You win some this way and lose some this way.”

Logano was leading when he was derailed by the
tire problem. Menard took advantage of his good
fortune, holding off Sam Hornish Jr. by 0.468 sec-
onds. It was Menard’s first Nationwide start of the
season.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. finished third, followed by
pole-winner Kyle Busch and Brian Scott. Regan
Smith finished seventh and remained atop the
points list.

Menard, one of several Sprint Cup drivers in con-
tention in the event, won the 250-mile, 125-lap race
in his No. 33 Chevrolet. He figures he might have
had a shot to win even without Logano’s mishap.

“I would have liked to have lined up nose to tail
with Joey,” he said. “It would have been a hell of a
race.”

Logano wasn’t disputing that, but the point be-
came moot when he ran over something in his No.
22 Ford and dropped all the way back to 16th place
because of the cut tire.

“The 33 was quick and had a fast race car also. We
were going to have a race because he was catching
me alittle bit,” Logano said. “Sometimes you are the
bug, sometimes you are the windshield. It is never
over until it is over. You think you are in good shape
and you are worried about a caution more than any-
thing else and then the next thing you know you
hear it starting to come apart.”

Busch won his third Nationwide pole of the year
but was unable to repeat his victory two weeks ago
at Dover. Scott was the highest finisher among this
year’s Nationwide regulars, holding his own among
several Cup drivers.

In other racing news:

B Darrell Wallace Jr. raced to his second career
NASCAR Camping World Truck victory Saturday
night, holding off German Quiroga at Gateway Mo-
torsports Park in Madison, I11.

Wallace took the lead from Quiroga off a restart
with four laps left after Quiroga tangled with Erik
Jones, Wallace’s Kyle Busch Motorsports teammate.
Jones bobbled while leading with seven laps left,
and Quiroga slammed into the back of Jones’ truck,
sending it spinning hard into the inside wall.

“It was wild,” Wallace said. “Such a bummer for
Erik.”

The 20-year-old Wallace, making his 29th series
start, won last year at Martinsville to join Wendell
Scott as the only black winners on NASCAR’s na-
tional level.

“We got into a little trouble the first pit stop, but a
little adversity never hurts anybody,” Wallace said.
“We come through. I'm so proud of my guys, they
worked their tails off.”

Quiroga, from Mexico, finished a career-high
second, while Jones ended up 23rd.

“Igotalittle free,” Jones said. “(Quiroga got) right
into the left rear and just turned us around.”

Quiroga held his line after Jones bobbled and
slowed.

“Everyone got really excited at the end,” Quiroga
said. “We were defending our position, I saw an op-
portunity to win my first race and I didn’t want to

let it go, so I drove as hard as everyone else. We're
getting there, getting closer to a win.”

Toyota swept the top four places, with Timothy
Peters finishing third and Johnny Sauter fourth.
Sauter took the lead in the season standings, mov-
ing 10 points ahead of ThorSport Racing teammate
Matt Crafton.

Johnson, MacDonald win at UFC 174

VANCOUVER, British Columbia — Demetri-
ous Johnson won a unanimous decision against Ali
Bagautinov to retain his flyweight title at UFC 174
on Saturday night.

Johnson put on a display of speed against the chal-
lenger, who scored a couple of takedowns but was
never really a threat. The fight was scored 50-45 by
all three judges.

In the co-main event, Canadian welterweight
Rory MacDonald beat Tyron Woodley in an impres-
sive unanimous decision in the most exciting bout
of the night.

MacDonald was mentored by Georges St-Pierre
before the former champion stepped away from the
sport late last year.

Johnson almost connected with a spinning kick
with under a minute to go in the fifth and final
round, but Bagautinov was able to avoid the blow to
send the bout to the scorecards.

The 5-foot-3 Johnson (20-2-1) won the UFC’s in-
augural flyweight title in 2012 and has now success-
fully defended the 125-pound belt four times.

MacDonald (17-2), who came into his fight as
the No. 2 contender in the 170-division, controlled
Woodley from the middle of the first round, using
his superior reach to keep the two-time All-Ameri-
can wrestler at bay, while also connecting with both
kicks and punches.

All three judges scored the fight 30-27 for the 24-
year-old MacDonald.

MacDonald took Woodley down 2 minutes into the
third and final round and relentlessly pounded the
No. 3-ranked welterweight until the bell sounded.

MacDonald’s team rushed into the octagon to
congratulate their fighter as the crowd roared in
approval.

Algie

NEW YORK — Chris Algieri won the WBO junior
welterweight title, outpointing Ruslan Provodin-
kov in a split decision Saturday night at Barclays
Center.

Algieri (20-0) received winning scores of 114-112
from two judges, with the third judge had it 117-109
for Provodinkov (23-3).

Algieri’s nose bled after the fifth round and the
former kickboxer’s right eye swelled and seemed to
hinder his sight late in the fight. He absorbed every-
thing that Provodinkov threw at him and won the
fight after getting up twice in a short span during
the first round.

Provodinkov lost his first title defense since stop-
ping Mike Alvarado in the 10th round last October
and also lost for the second time in three fights. His
other loss in the last 15 months was a controversial
decision against Timothy Bradley.

Federer beats Falla for Weber title

HALLE, Germany — Roger Federer won the
Gerry Weber Open for the seventh time by defeat-
ing Alejandro Falla 7-6 (2), 7-6 (3) in the final on
Sunday.

Federer fired five aces and saved three of the five
break points he faced to win in 1 hour, 28 minutes.
It was the 14th title on grass and 79th overall for the
32-year-old Swiss.

The seven-time Wimbledon champion improved
his record to 46-5 in 12 appearances at the tourna-
ment where he made his debut 14 years ago.

Dave Weaver/Ap

UC Irvine third baseman Taylor Sparks, left, is safe at third with a
triple as Texas third baseman Zane Gurwitz waits on the throw in the
eighth inning on Saturday in Omaha, Neb. UC Irvine won 3-1.

Cws

Sparks’ triple gets
UC Irvine going

The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — With the
wind blowing in at 35 mph at cav-
ernous TD Ameritrade Park, UC
Irvine’s Taylor Sparks hit the lon-
gest ball all day. It barely reached
the warning track.

But with Texas’ outfield play-
ing extremely shallow Saturday,
his drive to left-center for his na-
tion-leading ninth triple was more
than enough to get the Anteaters’
offense going in a 3-1 victory over
Texas in the opening game of the
College World Series.

“The wind was really howling,
so I knew anything lifted, it wasn’t
going anywhere,” Sparks said. “I
Jjust tried to stay flat with that and
was able to travel through the
gap. It’s definitely my most spe-
cial and favorite hit so far.”

One of the last four teams se-
lected for the NCAA tournament,
UC Irvine (41-23) continued to
amaze during a postseason run in
which it knocked off No. 1 nation-
al seed Oregon State and swept
a super regional at Oklahoma
State.

“By keeping the game close,
and with there being no clock in
this game, it was possible for us
to do what we did in the eighth,”
Irvine coach Mike Gillespie said.
“Taylor Sparks had a spectacular
game both on offense and defense.
We strung together some hits, so
it was a good win for us.”

The Anteaters advanced to a
winner’s game Monday against
Vanderbilt, a 5-3 winner over
Louisville in the night game.
The Longhorns (43-20) play
Louisville.

The Anteaters had been shut
out for seven innings before they
broke through against Texas
starter Nathan Thornhill (8-3)
and reliever John Curtiss.

Thornhill allowed only three
runs in 37 innings in six starts
before Adam Alcantara singled
and scored on Sparks’ triple. It
was his third hit of the game.

Curtiss came on, and Chris
Rabago drilled his first pitch up
the middle to score Sparks. Jona-
than Munoz added an RBI single
for a two-run lead.

Texas coach Augie Garrido
said he didn’t regret sending
Thornhill out for the eighth after
watching the Phillies’ 13th-round
draft pick pitch a 1-2-3 seventh.

“I wouldn’t say I was tired,”
Thornhill said. “The first hitter
turned on fastball inside, and the
next guy [Sparks] is their best
hitter and he hit a cutter that was
down. He sat on it. Great hit.”

Vanderbilt 5, Louisville 3: Van-
derbilt was happy to get runs any
way it could against Louisville.

The Commodores scored their
first one on a wild pitch and their
last one on a passed ball and Van-
derbilt (46-19) won a grinding, 3-
hour, 40-minute game to advance
to a meeting with UC Irvine on
Monday night. .

“Any momentum swing in this
tournament is a big deal, and
runs are tough to come by,” Van-
derbilt coach Tim Corbin said.
“We were fortunate in a lot of
ways tonight.”

Louisville (50-16) will play
Texas in an elimination game in
the afternoon.

Dansby Swanson doubled in
two runs, and Bryan Reynolds
tripled in another and made a
fabulous catch in left field to help
the Commodores beat Louisville
for the first time in four tries.

Carson Fulmer (7-1), who got
the start instead of first-round
draft pick Tyler Beede, worked
six innings for the win.

Louisville pitchers struggled
against Vanderbilt’s patient bat-
ters. Losing pitcher Kyle Funk-
houser (13-3) went six innings
and issued six of Louisville’s
nine walks, its third-most of the
season. The four runs he allowed
matched his career high.

“It’s hard to win at the College
World Series with a bad start,”
Funkhouser said, “and that’s
what that was tonight.”

The Commodores’ biggest run
came on a passed ball after they
saw their 4-0 lead shrink to 4-3 in
the seventh. It looked like catcher
Kyle Gibson was setting up for a
pitch-out, but reliever Kyle Mc-
Grath pitched to the plate and
Gibson let the ball get past him,
allowing Vince Conde to score.
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Rickie Fowler earned a spot in
the final group at a major for
the first time in his career on
Saturday in Pinehurst, N.C.

Fowler out
to contend
for major

By PAauL NEWBERRY
The Associaed Press

PINEHURST, N.C. — Rickie
Fowler has a great sense of fash-
ion. He can work a crowd.

Now, all he needs is a career-
defining win.

Fowler earned a spot in the final
group of a major for the first time
after being one of just two players
to break par on a brutal Saturday
at Pinehurst No. 2. He shot a 3-
under 67, leaving him five shots
behind leader Martin Kaymer.

“The main goal going into the
year was ... to be ready for the
majors and go contend in the
majors,” Fowler said. “I really
wouldn’t care less what happened
in the other tournaments, just be-
cause my main goals were to be
ready for the majors.”

Since breaking onto the PGA
Tour in 2009, Fowler always car-
ried himself like a star. Big en-
dorsement deals. Flamboyant
clothing. Long hair. Outside of
Phil Mickelson, he might be the
most popular guy on the course.

Only one problem: His lone tour
victory came at the Quail Hollow
two years ago. Otherwise, it’s
just a bunch of close calls, caus-
ing some to question if Fowler is
more hype than substance.

Fowler was two shots off the
lead going to the final round of
the Masters, but a 73 on Sunday
knocked him out of contention.
He has a more daunting deficit to
make up at the U.S. Open.

“I would definitely be very
happy at the end of the year,” he
said, “if I was in contention at all
four majors.”

Facing a course with firmer
greens and devilish pin place-
ments, Fowler managed to make
five birdies and limit the dam-
age to a couple of bogeys. He and
Erik Compton, who also shot 67,
were the only players in the red
on Saturday.

“I can put myself in contention
with the rest of the group, and see
what Martin does,” Fowler said.
“If he goes out and posts double-
digits (under par), it’s going to be
impossible to catch him. It’s like a
second tournament going on.”

™ Kaymer protects

German avoids trouble on tough
day, escapes with 5-stroke lead

By Douc FERGUSON
The Associated Press

PINEHURST, N.C. — A tough
Pinehurst No. 2 tried to make
a game out of this U.S. Open.
Martin Kaymer always had an
answer.

Already with one bogey on his
card, Kaymer’s tee shot on No. 4
was so deep into the trees that his
golf ball settled in sandy patch
that had been washed out by rain,
stacked up against 6 inches of
pine straw. With nowhere to go
and no relief available, he turned
to USGA President Tom O’Toole
and said, “If you have a way to
play it, I'll follow you.”

Kaymer navigated his way out
of trouble just fine.

He escaped with a bogey by
getting up-and-down from 165
yards. He followed with an eagle
with a 7-iron from 202 yards out
of more sand and weeds. And a
birdie on the final hole gave him
a 2-over 72 and a five-shot lead in
a U.S. Open that finally lived up
to its reputation Saturday.

“I kept it very well together,”
said Kaymer, who was at 8-under
202.

Now he has to do it one more
time, with a different cast of chal-
lengers behind him.

Rickie Fowler, with teen idol
status in American golf, birdied
the par-3 17th hole and shot 67 to
get into the final group of a major
for the first time.

Even more unlikely was the
other player at 3-under 207 —
Erik Compton, the two-time heart
transplant recipient who consid-
ers it a victory just to be playing
golf. Compton ran off five birdies
and an eagle for a 67

“If Iwere to win the tournament,
it would be obviously something
that would be extremely special,
not only for me, but for my fam-
ily and for those who have been
around me, and I think also for the
community and those who have
been through some tough times,”
Compton said. “I might just sail
off and never play golf again.”

Even so, this tournament is in
the hands of a 29-year-old German
who kept his cool on a broiling day
of some wicked pin positions.

Only one player in U.S. Open

in the final round, and that was
Mike Brady in 1919.

“It would be nice if they make
it difficult again,” Kaymer said
of the pins, several of which were
on the edges of the Donald Ross
turtleback greens. “Because then
it’s all about ball-striking. I enjoy
playing those courses a lot more
than just a putting competition. ...
So I hope they put them in tough
positions. Not as tough as today.
It would be nice if we could have
some kind of a chance once in a
while. But that is what you get at
the U.S. Open. It’s OK. You just
have to play very well.”

Only six players remained
under par, and considering no one
has come from more than seven
shots behind in the final round to
win a U.S. Open, they might be
the only ones left with a realistic
chance to catch Kaymer.

Dustin Johnson and Henrik
Stenson each shot 70 and were
at 2-under 208. Brandt Snedeker
had a 72 and was another shot
behind.

Asked how much that birdie
mattered on the 18th hole, Kay-
mer said, “One shot.”

“If you’re four shots, five shots,
six shots, if you play a golf course
like this, it can be gone very
quickly,” he said. “You could see
it today. So the challenge tomor-
row is to keep going and not try
to defend anything. So we’ll see
how it will react tomorrow, how
the body feels and how I handle
the situation.”

Kaymer had his way with a
softer, gentler Pinehurst No. 2 by
becoming the first player to open
with 65s to set the 36-hole record
at 10-under 130. Some players
wondered what tournament he
was playing.

There was no doubt what it was
on Saturday.

“They’ve set it up so that no
one can go low,” Retief Goosen
said after a 71. “Some of the pins
look like they’re about to fall off
the greens.”

Toru Taniguchi shot an 88.
Brendon Todd, playing in the final
group with Kaymer, had a 79.

Phil Mickelson had a 73 and
was 13 shots out of the lead. He’ll
have to wait until next year to
pursue the only major keeping

lead at Pinehurs

ERic Gav/AP

Martin Kaymer on the fourth hole Saturday during the third round of
the U.S. Open in Pinehurst, N.C. Kaymer shot a 2-over 72.

Adam Scott, the world No. 1, made
bogey on all but one of the par 3s
and was 11 shots behind.

Kaymer nearly joined the pa-
rade of players going the wrong
direction.

He ended an amazing streak of
29 holes without a bogey by failing
to get up-and-down from short of
the second green. Trouble really
was brewing on the fourth hole,
when he pulled his tee shot into
the trees and couldn’t play his
next shot.

After being denied relief, he
took a one-shot penalty drop and
punched out to the fairway. From
165 yards, he hit his fourth shot to

pumped his fist — big emotion for
Kaymer — when it dropped for
bogey.

The other mistakes were slop-
py. Kaymer hit a birdie putt off
the green on the par-3 sixth and
had to scramble for bogey. On the
back nine, he twice took three
putts for bogey, once from off the
green.

But he closed with his best shot
of along day, and still had control
of this U.S. Open.

Kaymer is hopeful of winning
his second major before turning
30. In the last 20 years, only Tiger
Woods, Rory Mcllroy and Ernie

history has lost a five-shot lead him from the career Grand Slam. 15 feet right of the flag and lightly ~ Els have done that.
Jordan Spieth 1 +1  RyanMoore —215 +5  Gary Woodland 7271-75-218 +8
Saturday Chris Kir 211 +1  Retief Goosen —215 +5  Seung-Yul Noh 70-72-76-218 +8
At Pinehurst Resort and Country Club,  Brendon De Jonge —211 +1  Bill Haas —215 +5  Paul Case 70-75-74-219 +9
No. 2 Course Victor Dubuisson —212 +2  Phil Mickelson —215 +5  Bo Van Pelt 72-72-75-219 +9
pinehurst, N Francesco Molinari —212 +2  Brendon Todd 15 +5  Harris English 60-75-75-219 +9
Purse: TBA (: in 2013) Garth Mulroy 213 43 sergioGarcia 216 +6 y Willett 70-71-78-219 +9
Vardage: 1.862; Par: 10 Jimmy Walker —213 43 Cody Gribble 216 +6 Billy Hurley Il 71-74-75-220 +10
Third Roun n Day —213 43 Emiekls -70-72-216 +6  Justin Leonard 75-70-75-220 +10
Marcel Siem —213 +3  Billy Horschel 16 +6  Clayton Rask T371-77-221 +11
Martin Kaymer 1.8. Holmes —213 +3  Webb Simpson -72-73-216 +6  Alex Cejk 73-71-77-221 +11
Rickie Fowler dam Sco —213 +3  Patrick Reed 216 +6  Daniel Berger 72-71-78-221 +11
Erik Compton Rory Mcllroy —213 +3  Jim Fury —216 +6  Fran Quinn 68-74-79-221 +11
Henrik Stenson Shiv Kapur —214 +4  Nicholas Lindheim 217 +7  a-Matthew Fitzpatrick ~ 71-73-78—222 +12
Dustin Johnson Lucas Bjerregaard —214 +4  Zach Johnson —217 +7  Louis Qosthuizen
Brandt Snedeker Aaron Baddeley —214 +4  Kenny Perry -60-74-217 +7  Kevin Stadler X
Matt Kuchar Steve Stricker —214 +4  Graeme McDowell 17 +7  Boo Weekley 71-73-80-224 +14
Brooks Koepka Hideki Matsuyama —214 +4  ZacBlair -74-73-218 +8  Kevin Tway 72-72-81-225+15
evin Na lan Poulter 4 +4  Stewart Cink -72-74-218 +8  Russell Henley 70-74-82-226 +16
Justin Rose Keegan Bradley —214 +4  Scott Langley -71-75-218 +8  Toru Taniguchi 72-73-88-233+23
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The United States’ Clint

Cup on Monday, and if history
is any indication, the Americans
will need at least a tie in their

Juuio CorTez/AP Percentage of teams that

have advanced from the
group stage after winning
their openers, since 1998.

58

Percentage that advance,
since 1998, after a draw
in their opener. 9 percent
advance after a loss.

- Times the United States
has advanced from
group after failing to
get a point in opener.

IRCE: The Associated Press
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Loss to Ghana could
be crushing blow to
US World Cup dreams

By RonaLp BLum
The Associated Press

NATAL, Brazil
he skies may clear by Monday
night, when the United States
plays Ghana in the World Cup
opener.

No matter the weather, the formula
for advancing to the second round is
evident: get at least a point from the
first game.

“It’s pretty much like a knockout
game,” U.S. coach Jurgen Klinsmann
told fans at a send-off pep rally last
month in New York’s Times Square.

The Americans have never advanced
from the group stage after failing to
get at least a point in their opener. They
reached the knockout phase after win-
ning their first games in 1930 and 2002,
and following draws in 1994 and 2010.

“Statistically, the chances of advanc-
ing go way up now if you’re able to get
a point or three from the first game,”
midfielder Michael Bradley said, “and
so we've certainly made no secret of
the fact that all the focus at this point is
about Ghana, and making sure that we
do everything we can, so that on June
16, we step on the field and are ready
to leave it all out there, knowing that
a good result puts us in a really good
spot.”
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Kaymer protects lead on tough day
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